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From the Principal:  
 

 
Grade 6 Students:  
On Wednesday night we had the Graduation Ceremony for our departing 
Grade 6s at Preston City Hall. It was a wonderful night of celebration with 
speeches, dances, songs and video presentations that captured the thoughts and 
feelings of the students as they reminisced about their time at Bell.   
 
On behalf of the school community, I would like to congratulate the graduates and wish them all the best in their next 
stage of schooling. It is an exciting but sometimes daunting adventure but we are confident they will embrace the 
challenge and thrive in the many opportunities secondary schooling can offer.  
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Dimi Efthymiou and Jack Fray, as well as their team of helpers, whose 
organisation and incredible effort made the night a success. 
 
Bell Families:  
At our Graduation ceremony we also acknowledged those families of Year 6s who are departing the school community. 
To those Year 6 families and any other families leaving our school, we once again thank you for your contributions 
over the years and hope their futures are bright and successful wherever the next road in life takes them.  
 
Staff:  
As the year draws to a close, there are always the sad moments when we say goodbye to teachers as they move on to 
new pathways in their careers. I would like to thank the following teachers for their dedication to the Bell team: 
Andrew Williamson, Toby Russo, Daniel Guglielmini, Brogan Justice, Felicity Little and Rebecca Foulds. I would also like 
to apologise for missing Brogan Justice off of the list in the last newsletter. 
 
We also take this opportunity to express to Ramzey our best wishes and look forward to his return in 2020. We had 
hoped that Ramzey may be well enough to visit on the last few days of term to celebrate with the students in his grade. 
Unfortunately due to his recovery and limited mobility, this was not possible.  Jamie Schofield has continued to teach 
3/4B in Ramzey’s absence and we would like to thank her for her commitment to providing our students with 
continuity of their regular classroom program over the past four weeks.  
 
Dedication to Bell:  
There are too many people to mention individually who contribute to the successes and on-going improvement to our 
school, but I would like to make the following acknowledgements:  
 

  I thank the hard working, collaborative and fun loving staff who deliver the quality learning programs for the 
students each day;  

 The many parent/carer volunteers who help in various ways, including those in formal positions such as the 
FUNdraising group headed by the amazing Bridget Ah Ching, Julie Pagel and Nicole McCulloch; 

 Nicole Galea for the important work she has commenced in running the second hand uniform shop;  

 I congratulate School Council for their key role in the Governance of the school and appreciate their support 
this year;  and  

 The admin staff who are the face of our school; always on the ball and making the school tick over in an 
efficient manner.  

 

 

http://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:bell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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2019 Reflections and Future Plans:  
As another busy school year comes to an end, and I complete my second year of Principal at Bell, I remain in awe of 
the passion from our students which drives them to want to make a difference in our world, tackling big issues from 
climate change to endangered animals and pollution. The global awareness of our students at such a young age is truly 
remarkable. Not only are our students extending their learning beyond the four walls of a traditional classroom, at a 
young age they are becoming active and informed citizens determined to live their values and make a difference to 
local and global issues.  
 
This year I have continued to value the support of the parent/carer community. Whether it be involvement in school 
events and activities, opportunities to support the learning of our students in classrooms or through the contribution 
of your expertise to better our school environment, I am truly appreciative of your time and efforts.  
 
A number of community events served as highlights for me throughout the year, including the La Bellissima Festa, 
where we saw the students dance and perform in class groups to various Italian songs. P-3 and Year 4-6 Athletics Days 
are always a highlight, watching students demonstrate persistence through taking part in a range of sporting events 
and, of course, getting to have some fun and build teamwork along the way.  
 
Along with these events, this year has seen the following projects come to fruition and new school initiatives 
implemented: 
 

 Transformation of the North Oval play space, re-development of the South Oval and of course the $2M 
development of the library, upstairs classrooms and toilets.  

 The rollout of Compass modules including Attendance and NewsFeed to strengthen our home/school 
communication. 

 The introduction of the Berry Street Education Model and, in particular, the consistent implementation of 
Ready to Learn scales, brain breaks and morning circles. These initiatives are helping our students begin the 
school day in a positive way and are promoting and prompting discussions and the building of relationships 
between teachers and students. 

 Phasing in of DET recommended frameworks and policies for the delivery of consistent behaviour 
management, including our Behaviour Matrix that supports the teaching of expected behaviours through 
alignment with our school values.  

 Regular open mornings/afternoons and ‘Celebrations of Learning’ to better connect parents/carers to daily 
learning in the classrooms, and to gain an understanding about the language of learning. 
 

All of which serve to strengthen our community connections and the wellbeing, engagement and learning of our 
students at Bell. 
 
And while this year draws to a close, we are already looking forward to what next year brings. Again there will be more 
exciting projects to enhance our learning and play spaces and the implementation or strengthening of new and existing 
initiatives or approaches, which will make a positive impact across the school. This includes:  
 

 Installation of nets in the Northern Play space over this upcoming break. This will enable us to once again allow 
ball games in this space as windows will be protected from wayward balls. 

 A Landcare grant will see us make some improvements to the butterfly garden play space. 

 Purchasing of new furniture for our new classroom and library spaces. At the moment, our old furniture has 
been moved into this space as a temporary measure. This will enable our staff and students to get a feel for 
the space before we can make some decisions around new and innovative furniture that will support the idea 
of flexible learning spaces. 

 Transformation of the shelter shed. This project will use our vital fundraising dollars to make our shelter shed 
an engaging passive play space.  This idea came from the community survey and is a great example of ‘student 
voice’ where we can take the kid’s ideas and make them a reality. 

 Continuation of our Berry Street training and implementation of actions from the Stamina, Character and 
Engagement domains.  

 Introduction of a formalised coaching/mentoring program to support staff professional learning and 
consistency in our approaches to teaching and learning. 
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And of course we will continue in our efforts to seek financial support for Phase 2 of our Master Plan - which of course 
is the community gymnasium and music facility. 
 
Finally, I’d like to thank the entire Bell Community for another positive and enjoyable year. I wish every family and 
staff member a relaxing, enjoyable and safe summer holiday. 
 
David Twite,  
Principal 
 

From the Assisting Principal: 
 
Reporting to Parents/ Carers 

Thank you to the parents/carers who took the time to provide us with 
feedback regarding our formal reporting processes through our Reporting to 
Parents/Carers survey. Along with the feedback from staff and students, we will 
be utilising this information to inform any adjustments to our formal reporting 
procedures for the new school year.  
 
As a direct result of the feedback from our parents and teachers, we are making the following adjustments to our year 

level information evenings that are conducted at the beginning of each year.  As of next year, the Information Nights 

will be conducted in Week 3 of Term 1. This will enable the timely sharing of information that is pertinent to your 

child’s 2020 year level. In addition to bringing these sessions forward by a couple of weeks, we are also communicating 

the dates of these evenings to parents/carers earlier, and hope that with advanced notice, families can make time in 

their busy schedules to attend the relevant meetings and strengthen the school/family partnership. 

 

Each grade level team will be holding Information Sessions to outline key aspects of their programs to ensure parents 
and carers are well informed about routines, student expectations and learning practices that will be consistently 
implemented across the year level. While it is important that some information regarding our school processes is 
reiterated on a yearly basis, we are also wanting to communicate with parents with regards to areas of their child’s 
schooling that they are seeking further information. Therefore, again as a result of the feedback from our survey, we 
are offering for individuals to contribute ideas to help inform the agenda for the information evening, ensuring it is 
aligned to the needs of our parent and carer community. If you have questions or topics that you would like considered 
for the agenda of the information session for a particular year level, please click on the link below: 
 

bit.ly/bell2020info. 
 

This will close on Friday 31 January to enable staff time to consider the information requests of parents and determine 
the achievability of including particular questions or topics into the presentation. 
 
Please note that this is an opportunity to contribute ideas for broader topics to be covered on the evening that are 

relevant to the year level cohort. Any information or questions that are relevant to your individual child are best 

addressed through a private discussion with their classroom teacher.  

 
2020 Parent Information sessions will be conducted on the following days and times:  
 

Prep - Thursday February 6, 5:30-6:30pm 

Grade 1 - Monday February 10, 5:30-6:30pm 

Grade 2 - Tuesday February 11, 5:30-6:30pm 

Grade 3 – Monday February 10, 6:30-7:30pm 

Grade 4 - Wednesday February 12, 5:30-6:30pm 

Grade 5 - Thursday February 13, 6:30-7:30pm 

Grade 6 - Tuesday February 11, 6:30-7:30pm 
 

Please note the above dates and times have been strategically allocated throughout the week in an attempt to reduce 
overlap for families with multiple children. The location of information sessions will be published in the first newsletter 
for 2020. 

http://bit.ly/bell2020info


School Values:  Creativity, Respect, Resilience, Curiosity, Collaboration P4 

Finally, I’d like to thank teachers, parents and students, for welcoming me to the school community. I would like to 
wish everyone - staff, parents and students - a very Merry Christmas and a safe and relaxing break. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Emma Heywood 
Assistant Principal 
 
 

Important Dates 2019 / 2020: 
 

JANUARY 2020 
 Tue 28: Curriculum Day #1 (student free) 

 Wed 29: Curriculum Day #2 (student free) 

 Thu 30: Grades 1-6 return to school 

 Fri 31: Grade Preps – Group A only – start school 
 

FEBRUARY 
 Mon 3: Grade Preps – Group B only – start school 

 Mon 3: Gr4-6 Swimming Trials, Northcote AC 

 Mon 3: Classroom Cuisine resumes 

 Tue 4: All students at school 

 Tue 4-Wed 12: Various Gr4-5 Somer’s Camp 

 Thu 6: Prep Information Session, 5.30pm 

 Mon 10: Gr1 Information Session, 5.30pm 

 Mon 10: Gr3 Information Session, 6.30pm 

 Tue 11: Gr4 Swimming #1 

 Tue 11: Gr2 Information Session, 5.30pm  

 Tue 11: Gr6 Information Session, 6.30pm 

 Wed 12: Gr4 Information Session, 5.30pm 

 Thu 13: Gr5 Information Session, 6.30pm 

 Thu 13: Prep/Gr1 Picnic 

 Thu 13: Gr4 Swimming #2 

 Tue 18: Gr4 Swimming #3 

 Thu 20: Gr4 Swimming #4 

 Thu 20: School Council Meeting, 7pm 

 Tue 25: Gr4 Swimming #5 

 Thu 27: Gr4 Swimming #6 
 

MARCH 
 Thu 5: Prep Reading Information Session 

 Mon 9: Labour Day Public Holiday 

 Wed 11: Curriculum Day #3 (student free) 

 Fri 13: Ride To School Day 

 Mon 16-Fri 20: Neurodiversity Celebration Week 

 Thu 19: School Council Meeting, 7pm 

 Fri 20: Young Leaders Conference (Gr5/6 JSC + Captains) 

 Fri 27: Cup Cake Stall 

 Fri 27: Kid’s Movie Night 

 Fri 27: Final day Term 1, 2.30pm dismissal 
 

APRIL 
 Tue 14: First day Term 2 

 Wed 15-Fri 17: Gr6 Camp: Waratah Bay 

 Sat 25: ANZAC Day 

 Sun 26: Kid’s View Conference (Gr6) 
 
 

MAY 
Tue 5: School Photo Day #1 
Thu 7-Fri 8: Mother’s & Special Person’s Day Stall 
Mon 11: Grandparent’s Day 
Thu 21: School Photos Day #2 
Wed 27-Fri 29: Gr5 Camp:  Waratah Bay 
Wed 27-Wed 3: Reconciliation Week 
 

JUNE 
 Mon 8: Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

 Tue 9: Curriculum Day #4 (student free) 

 Mon 22-Fri 26: Gr4 Bike Ed Camp:  Maldon 

 Fri 26: Final day Term 2, 2.30pm dismissal 
 

JULY 
 Mon 13: First day Term 3 
 

AUGUST 
Thu 7: Trivia Night 
Fri 28: Wear It Purple Day 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 Thu 3-Fri 4: Father’s & Special Person’s Day Stall 

 Fri 18: Final day Term 3, 2.30pm dismissal 

 Fri 18: Kid’s Movie Night 
 

OCTOBER 
 Mon 5: First day Term 4 

 Tue 6: Gr1 Swimming #1 

 Wed 7: National Walk To School Day 

 Thu 8: Gr1 Swimming #2 

 Tue 13: Gr1 Swimming #3 

 Thu 15: Gr1 Swimming #4 

 Tue 20: Gr1 Swimming #5 

 Thu 22: Gr1 Swimming #6 
 

NOVEMBER 
 Tue 3: Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

 Sat 21: Bell PS Fete 
 

DECEMBER 
 Thu 3: International Day for People with a Disability 

 Fri 18: Final day Term 4 
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PSW Bell Uniforms: 
 

12 Strathalbyn Street, Kew East 
psw.com.au  :  9768 0381 

Closing for Christmas from 5pm on Friday 20 
December & re-opening 9am on Friday 3 January. 

Compass Login: 
 

 

 
 

 
 

From the Junior School Council: 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbellps-vic.compass.education%2F&data=02%7C01%7Clevens.tania.l%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cedfb02c509c64503cdf108d6ccf8def6%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C1%7C636921766617137011&sdata=Xo0BHmAHAuiAA6TaQLEvHcDtwhGR9321AtPiMfPtyiI%3D&reserved=0
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From the Specialist Team: 
 

 

 

From the Fundraising Team: 
 

RECENT FUNDRAISING EFFORTS: 

 Mango Drive – We hope everyone is devouring their delicious mangos.  A big thank you to Kate James for again 

coordinating this drive and to the volunteers who distributed the mangoes.  $1741.00 was raised from sales of the 

trays of mangoes.  

 Tote Bags – Another amazing effort from Tash Palich.  Thanks also to Anna for assisting the students in producing 

the artwork and to the volunteers in collating and distributing such a great personalised tote bag.  $2564.12 was 

raised from sales of the bags. 

 Icy-Pole Day – Thank you to Marsha Degan and all the volunteers who managed to sell out of icy-poles!  $671.40 

was raised in one lunchtime selling icy poles to very excited students. 
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BELL PRIMARY FETE  - NOVEMBER 2020 

Are you planning on having a ‘Summer Clean Out’, are your Fruit Trees full and ready to make preserves or are you 

making the most of time off over the summer in the garden?    

The Fete will come around before we know it – so it would be wonderful if as a community we could start to gather 

items that could be used in the various stalls: 

- Start collecting unwanted great condition clothes, toys, books… 

- Keep jars that could be used to make preserves, lucky dips etc… 

- Begin making plant clippings and plant some vegetables/herbs that could be sold… 

 

 

2019 FUNDRAISING REVIEW: 

 

A huge thank you to everyone who has volunteered, baked, purchased and helped out in the many various ways this 

year – we have had another successful year. 
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As a community, we have raised $33,258.69 in 2019.  As communicated previously by School Council, these funds 

have been allocated in accordance with the requests made by teaching staff, students and the broader Bell community.  

It has been great to observe the benefits of this huge effort when playing in the Northern Play Space and hearing that 

our teachers and children are thoroughly engaged in learning environments complimented by improved technology 

with state-of-the-art TV screens installed within all classrooms of the school.  These funds will also contribute towards 

the student identified project of refurbishing the shelter shed to create a kid’s hub for passive and social activities. 

We would like to acknowledge our wonderful Event Captains who very kindly volunteered their time to coordinate 

and run the various fundraising events this year – without you, these events could not have taken place! 

 Melanie Roberts & Germaine Koh (Cupcake Stall) 

 Brodie de Munk, Marsha Degan, Allison Farley & Bridget Ah Ching (Mother’s/Father’s & Special Person’s Day 

Stalls) 

 Ayme Pruscino, Clare Perry, Leslie Daines, Kate Ficai, Julie Pagel & Nicole McCulloch (Election Day Stalls) 

 Louise Gray (Kid’s Movie Night & Scholastic Book Club) 

 Tash Palich, Francine Bird & Dave Hall (Trivia Night) 

 Tash Palich (Tote Bags) 

 Kate James (Mango Drive) 

 Marsha Degan (Icy-Pole Day) 

Going forward in 2020……we will be putting a call out for 2020 unfilled event captains in the new year.  If you have any 

great Fundraising ideas and would like to help coordinate a new event, please reach out as we would love to support 

you in this and it would be great to have some new faces assist with Fundraising.  

Have a great Christmas and holiday break – and we look forward to working as a community in 2020 to raise more 

funds for our great Bell community. 

Cheers, 

The FUNDraising Team 
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Community News: 
 

 

 

 

This store will close for Christmas at 5pm 

on Friday 20 December, and re-open at 

9am on Friday 3 January. 
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