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From the Principal: 
Staff Retirement 
It is with a heavy heart I have to announce Rod Bennett 
has decided to retire from teaching after nine years at 
Bell and 35 years in the education system in Victoria 
and Queensland. As the substantive Leading Teacher 
for most of his time here, and acting Assistant Principal 
in 2017, Rod has had a major impact across many 
areas of the school  and will be greatly missed. 
 
I would like to acknowledge his dedication to Bell and 
professionalism in his daily work as an outstanding 
educator and leader. On a personal note, Rod was an 
amazing support for me in my first year as Principal 
and I wish him the very best as he embarks on the next 
phase of his life…retirement. 
 
Staff Maternity Leave 
As many families are aware, we have two staff leaving 
us soon as they head towards the next phase of their 
life…motherhood.  Chelsea Kneale will take leave from 
the start of term 2, whilst Sam Baseggio with finish in 
early May. We look forward to seeing them and the 
new born babies later in the year. 
 
Anna Buchanan will slide into the Art role from the 
start of term 2 and has been working closely with 
Chelsea throughout term 1 to ensure there is a smooth 
transition.  Anna has a clear passion and talent in the 
Arts and will be supported with some additional 
professional learning as she takes on the role for the 
rest of the year. 
 
Sam’s replacement will be identified by the start of 
term 2 as we are currently working through a selection 
process for her up-coming vacancy. Obviously, we are 
seeking the best fit teacher to move into room 20 to 
deliver a quality educational program and work 
collaboratively with the rest of the Grade 3 and 4 
teams. 
 
Main Building Upgrade 
The planning for the $2M upgrade to the main building 
is moving along well with the final tender process 
happening at the moment. This means we are on track 
to start the building works in May, close to the original 
date. 
 
Once the tender process is over and the Victorian 
Schools Building Authority (VSBA) and architects, 
Maddison’s, have recommended a contractor, we can 

complete the final details around the on-site 
management during the 7-12 month construction 
period. 
 
There will be a presentation on this major project, as 
well as more details on the South Oval upgrade and 
phase 3 of the Northern PlaySpace, at the 
AGM/Community Forum on Tuesday 30 April. Keep 
that date free as there will be lots on information 
about our school now and the exciting future 
developments. 
 
Community Skills Audit 
We have a wealth of knowledge, experience and 
expertise within the Bell Parent & Carer community.  
By surveying and maintaining a database on your 
particular areas of interest, expertise or qualifications, 
it provides potential opportunities to enhance student 
learning and development or assist practical projects 
within the school.  For example, teachers may use this 
database to identify parents who can contribute to 
academic or cultural activities/inquiries; or leadership 
may seek specialist advice on implementing new 
technology, constructing buildings or maintaining 
grounds. 
 
Your level of involvement is always determined by 
you, based on your personal capacity and interest.  
Disclosing information on this survey does not ‘sign 
you up’ for volunteering your time and our contact 
details and survey content will not be shared publicly.   
 
Thank you to the people who have already taken the 
time to complete this survey, and I hope we can lift 
that response rate up from about 25% to much higher.  

 
All you have to do is click here: 

http://bit.ly/BellPSSurvey 
 
David Twite 
Principal 
 
 
 

Last Day Term 2 Lunch Orders: 
 

You will be pleased to know that both 
Classroom Cuisine on-line lunch orders 
and Stanley’s Friday lunch orders will be 
operating on the last day of term. Phew! 
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Last Day Term 2 Timetable: 
 

Sessions Time 
Getting Ready… 8.50-9.00 

1 9.00-9.50 

2 9.50-10.40 (fruit/veg time when 
not at specialist) 

3 10.40-11.30 

Eating Time 11.30-11.40 

1st Play Time 11.40-12.20 

4 12.20-1.00 

Eating Time 1.00-1.10 

2nd Play Time 1.10-1.40 

5 1.40-2.00 

Assembly 2.00-2.30 

Dismissal 2.30 

  
There will be NO Assembly this coming Monday 
morning, however a Special Assembly will be held at 
2.00pm on Friday afternoon where leadership badges 
will be presented by a special guest to our School 
Captains, Vice Captains and Junior School Council 
members. 
 

Library Update: 
With the re-build of the Library due to commence, 
there has always been a plan to put all or part of the 
library into storage from the beginning of second 
term. Unfortunately the flooding in the library early in 
term 1 prevented us from using the library during this 
time. However, this has been an opportunity to review 
some of our library materials and processes.  
 
We most certainly recognise the value of having a 
library and we know students enjoy borrowing and 
visiting the library on a regular basis. Our intention is 
that we will ‘boost’ our class libraries by re-allocating 
books from the library so that these books are being 
read and shared by as many students as possible.  
 
Class libraries are an important part of our curriculum 
development as they provide opportunities for 
students to self-select from an appropriate range of 
books that are best suited to their reading age, they 
also provide an opportunity for teachers to support 
students in choosing a range of genres so that they are 
getting a balanced approach to reading a variety of 
texts. I know that the teachers are looking forward to 
having these books in their rooms.  
 
At the completion of the re-build, we will use the 
existing books that have been stored, but look forward 
to developing an exciting library that continues to 
foster a love of reading as well as familiarity with the 
library system.  
 
Marg Sneddon  

Cupcake Stall – Friday 5 April – 2.30 pm: 
 

Hello Bell Families, 
 

IT’S CUPCAKE TIME  -  ONLY 1 MORE WEEK! 
We need your help!! 

The last day of Term 1 – Friday 5th April at 2.30pm 
 

In order to make enough CUPCAKES for 
each and every student, we need your 
help by whipping up a batch of cupcakes 
or two! Cupcakes would need to be 
dropped off before school on Friday 
morning to Multi-Purpose Room 1 (OSH Club - main 
building) – AFTER 8.45am. You can also drop 
cupcakes off with OSH Club staff when dropping your 
children at OSH Club in the morning.  
 

If baking is not your forte, there are many ways to help 
out with this event: setting up the stall, selling 
cupcakes for $1 each on the stall, or sorting 1200 
cupcakes during the day: 
 

1. Please sign-up on VolunteerSpot using the 
following link http://signup.com/go/OYMMPdK

 OR 

2. Please send an email to Germaine K 
tangermaine@gmail.com or Mel R 
melanie.roberts@bigpond.com - the number of 
cupcakes that you intend to bake, or if you would 
prefer, you could help with selling at the stall. 

 

A special request: Only families familiar with food 
allergies to provide Allergy-Friendly Cupcakes or non-
cupcake (sugar-free) options! 
 

This is always a fun event and a wonderful way for the 
school community to celebrate the end of first term. 
Hope you can help! 
 

CUPCAKES $1.00 EACH. 
 

Germaine Koh (tangermaine@gmail.com) 
0433 208 086 

Mel Roberts (melanie.roberts@bigpond.com) 
0401 992 316 

 

If you have any queries or questions about this 
FUNdraising event, please refer to the PAQs page, or 
email: bellpsfundraising@gmail.com  
 

           

 

Uniform Enquir ies :  

uniform@bellps.vic.edu.au 
 

Please note that a stocktake of uniforms will take place 
during the final week of each term, therefore uniforms 

cannot be ordered on Qkr! from 9am on Monday 9 April.   
Qkr! will re-open 9am on Tuesday 23 April in Term 2. 
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Simple Vanilla Cupcake Recipe: 
 

125 gm softened unsalted butter 
1 ½ cup self-raising flour 
¾ cup caster sugar 
1 tsp vanilla essence 
2 eggs (lightly beaten) 
½ cup milk 
 

Put all ingredients in a bowl, beat for 2 minutes slow, 
scrape around bowl, then beat 3 minutes medium 
until pale and smooth.  Fill approx. 15 patty pan cases 
to 2/3rd’s full. Bake in 180°C moderate oven for 15 to 
20 minutes. Cool, ice and decorate. 
 

Important Dates: 
 

MARCH 

 Fri 29: World’s Greatest Shave, 3pm-4pm 
 

APRIL 

 Tue 2: Talking the Talk, Parent Info Evening, 7.30-900pm 

 Fri 5: Assembly and Badge Presentation, 2.00pm 

 Fri 5: Final Day Term 1 - 2.30pm dismissal 

 Fri 5: Cup Cake Stall FUNdraiser 

 Tue 23: First Day Term 2 

 Wed 24: ANZAC Assembly, 2.50pm 

 Thu 25: ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

 Tue 30: Community Forum and AGM, 7pm 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 



 



Cupcake Stall - PAQs 
 

To all our new families, 
 
The Cupcake Stall has been running for the past five years, and is a wonderful celebration of the end of 
first term for the students. 
 
We kindly ask our Bell Community to pledge a dozen cupcakes, to sell at the Cupcake Stall to raise money 
for the school.  Last year we raised over $1300, that’s at least 1300 cupcakes. This year, we need an 
estimated 1500 cupcakes, which is equivalent to 125 batches.  
 
It is tradition at this stage that we only charge $1 for each cupcake, as this makes buying a cupcake 
affordable for all families.  This event relies on the generosity of the majority of the Bell Community to not 
only donate them, but in return purchase them. 
 
This year the FUNdraising Team will hosted the cupcake stall in three separate locations.  This allows the 
younger students a chance to make a selection with a parent or guardian. 
 

Prep Year Level:   Shelter Shed 
Grade 1 – Grade 3:  In front of the uniform shop 
Grade 4 – Grade 6:  Under Main Building Breezeway 
 

To support students with allergies accessing safe food, students who have allergies will need to purchase 
from the stall labelled as Allergy-friendly. 
 
Students who have gluten intolerances will need to purchase from the stall labelled as Gluten-free. 
 
All our helpers on the stall are overwhelmed by the sheer variety of cupcakes and just how excited the 
children are at selecting their prized cupcake.  It’s a 20-minute frenzy that goes in a flash.  Also you can 
never predict what type of cupcake will be the most popular, sprinkles, chocolate, with lollies, or plain. 
 
Yes, the FUNdraising Team understand that a cupcake is a sometimes treat for many of our students.  
This event is scheduled at the end of the school day to ensure that parents or guardians are able to actively 
participate in what option best suits their family.  Parents may assist their children and siblings with 
purchases. 
 

We have prepared a list of PAQ’s (possibly-asked questions): 
 

Q. “I don’t like baking?” 
A. Please consider helping out in other ways.  We need helpers to sort cupcakes, sell cupcakes, set up 

and packup the stalls.  Check out VolunteerSpot for a full-list of volunteers needed. 
Sign up for Bell PS Cupcake Stall (http://signup.com/go/OYMMPdK) on Signup today! 

 
Q. Only cupcakes? 
A. Please bake anything in a paper-wrapper.  Cupcakes, fairycakes, or muffins.  This year, we have 

asked for a limited number of non-cupcake options, such as cups of pop-corn, or vegie sticks. 
 
Q. May I please use packet mix? 
A. Yes! Of course you may!  Any of the store-purchased packet mixes would be fine! 
 
Q. To ice or not to ice? 
A. This is totally up to you!  The students enjoy a variety of cupcakes to choose from.  
 
Q. To decorate or not to decorate? 
A. This is a personal choice, and totally up to you! What makes this event is the huge variety of 

decorations that we receive. 
 
Q. May I use cream to decorate my cupcakes? 
A. NO.  To comply with the Food Safety standards, WE CANNOT accept any baked-goods that use 

fresh cream, cream cheese or require refrigeration. 

http://signup.com/go/OYMMPdK


Q. Where do I bring my home-baked goodies? 
A. Drop-off will be located in the Multipurpose Room (OHS Club) on Friday morning, STRICTLY FROM 

8.45 AM.  We would prefer that you dropped off in the morning to give our wonderful volunteers time 
to sort and count.  Although we will happily accept donations in the afternoon. 

 
Q. What should I bring my cupcakes in? 
A. Please consider bringing your cupcakes in a disposable container, paper plate, box or foil tray.  You 

are welcome to bring them in a well-labeled container (lid & base with name, student, grade, phone).   
A separate table will be set up at the end of the day for all containers to be collected.  All un-collected 
containers will remain at the school office for collection, otherwise please contact the Cupcake Stall 
Coordinators. 

 
Q. Do I need to supply a list of the ingredients? 
A. If you have nominated to bake an Allergy-Friendly Option, or a Gluten-Free Option or a non-cupcake 

Option – a list of ingredients or a copy of the recipe will be necessary.  Parents making Allergy-
friendly or Gluten free options need to ensure that the cupcake plus any icing/fondant and 
decorations (such as lollies) also is allergy-friendly or gluten free. 

 
Q. Are the cupcakes nut-free? 
A. Bell Primary School’s policy for staff, students and parents is to be well-informed and aware of food 

allergens in our community.  At Bell Primary School it is requested to limit nuts in the foods brought 
to school. 

 The Allergy-Friendly cupcakes will be clearly labeled and separated from the ‘generic’ cupcakes. 
Please assume that all remaining ‘generic’ cupcakes may contain nuts, dairy and eggs unless clearly 
stated otherwise.  

 
Q.  My child has a food allergy, where can they purchase safe cupcakes? 
A. Please advise your child to purchase from the table selling allergy friendly cupcakes and food only. 

Your child will be asked about what allergies they have. The parent helper will advise what options 
are available to the child that don’t contain the ingredients that the child is allergic to. Eg. A Child 
says they have allergies to egg, dairy and nuts. The child will be advised on cupcakes that do not 
contain egg, dairy and nuts in the listed ingredients. If your child has specific allergies, please 
consider baking a batch of cupcakes to meet their needs. 

 
Q. Are the cupcakes gluten free? 
 The Gluten-Free cupcakes will be clearly labeled and separated from the ‘generic’ cupcakes and will 

be available for purchase from the Gluten-Free area of each table. Please assume that all remaining 
‘generic’ cupcakes may contain gluten unless clearly stated otherwise. If your child has gluten free 
requirements, please consider baking a batch of gluten free cupcakes to meet their needs.  

 
Q. My child has a gluten intolerance, where can they purchase safe cupcakes? 
 Please advise your child to purchase from the area of each table selling Gluten-free cupcakes and 

food only. If your child has gluten free requirements, please consider baking a batch of gluten free 
cupcakes to meet their needs. 

 
Q. Does this event comply with the Bell Primary School Healthy Eating & Dental Hygiene policy? 
A. Yes.  For further information please refer to the Bell Primary School Website. 
 
Q. Does this event comply with the Food Safety Regulations? 
A. The Food Safety Regulations 2010 allow non-for-profit organizations to run Sausage Sizzles and 

Cake Stalls for the sole purposes of raising funds.  Although we will not be selling any food that 
requires refrigeration, the Cupcake Stall would be considered Class 3, as the cupcakes are not 
individually packaged.  With guidance from the Darebin City Council, all fundraising events on school 
property do not need council approval, however as volunteers we must be aware, informed and 
operate within the Food Safety Regulations, and take responsibility for any incident that may occur.  
If you are more knowledgeable in this area and can provide guidance, please contact the 
FUNdraising group. 

 
Q. Can I bake more than 1 batch? 
A. Yes of course!  The more the merrier! Or perhaps share the fun with a friend. 
 
 



Q. Can parents purchase cupcakes? 
A. The Cupcake Stall officially opens for business at the school bell at 2.30pm.  We would ask all 

parents & guardians to allow the Bell Students an opportunity to purchase cupcakes first.  Parents 
& guardians are welcome to assist purchasing for younger students and siblings. 

 
Q. What happens to the leftovers? 
A. In previous years, any remaining cupcakes have been donated to OHS Club, Scout groups or the 

local Auskick centre.  Please if you have a local club or charity that would be able to enjoy the 
remaining cupcakes, please contact the Cupcake Stall Coordinators.  Please note, the remaining 
number of cupcakes will vary from year to year. 

 
Q. What happens if there are not enough cupcakes? 
A. A wonderful team of helpers sort and roughly count the number of cupcakes that have been pledged.  

We can only give an indication just prior to the stall if we need to enforce a quota for each student. 
This is one reason why we ask parents to allow the students priority when purchasing. 

 
Q. What time does the Cupcake Stall open? 
A. At the sound of the final school bell at 2.30pm. 
 
Q. “I pledged some cupcakes, however I ran out of time!” 
A. No problem, this is not an event to induce stress! 
 
Q. Do I send money along with my child to school? 
A. If you intend to send money to school with your child – please place it in an envelope and clearly 

label with name, grade and the amount of money enclosed. 
 
Q. If I want to help out I need to sign-up on VolunteerSpot? 
A. VolunteerSpot has become the FUNdraising Team’s new best friend, it allows the Event Coordinator 

to print out rosters, send out reminders and send out thank-you emails with ease.  However you are 
more than welcome to email or send through a text to the Cupcake Stall Coordinators. 

 
 

For further questions, please contact the Cupcake Stall Coordinators: 
 

 Germaine Koh tangermaine@gmail.com   0433 208 086 
OR  

 Mel Roberts  melanie.roberts@bigpond.com 0401 992 316 
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