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Principal:  David Twite Assistant Principal:  Marg Sneddon 

 

From the Principal:  
 

Staff Farewells and Welcomes 
Flagged in last week’s bulletin was the official announcement that our Art teacher extraordinaire, Chelsea Kneale, 
will be on maternity leave from the start of term 2. I want to acknowledge the air of creativity that oozes from the 
art room every day and the dedication Chelsea has displayed to her work over the last six years at Bell. Anna 
Buchanan has been working closely with Chelsea this term and will now take the best of Chelsea’s ideas and add 
her own creative flavour to the Art program for the rest of the year. 
 
Sam Baseggio will take her leave at the end of May and we are currently in the middle of the selection process for 
her replacement. It is anticipated the new teacher will be announced early term 2. 
 
We also welcome a new staff member to Bell:  Felicity Little will commence work on the Wednesday first week 
back and will have two roles; a grade share with Christine Rembelos in 1K (one day per week) and a 
Literacy/Numeracy intervention role the other two days. 
 
ANZAC Day / Bell PS Ceremony: Wednesday 24 April – 2.50pm 
With ANZAC day on Thursday first week of next term, the staff and students are planning to gather in the court area 
prior to the day to commemorate this significant event. Grades will make a wreath to bring to the special assembly 
being held at 2.50pm on Wednesday 24 April, just before we leave for the ANZAC day holiday. This event has 
become an important tradition to honour our past Australians. Parents who are picking up their children that 
afternoon are most welcome to join us. 
 
AGM / Community Forum: Tuesday 30 April – 7.00pm 
A reminder about the up-coming Annual General Meeting (AGM) and Community Forum on Tuesday 30 April. Key 
aspects of the night include: 

 A summary of our 2018 Annual Report including future initiatives this year and beyond; 

 Detailed information about the $2M building works with upgrades to the Library, classrooms upstairs and the 
toilets; 

 Updates on the Northern PlaySpace and the South Oval ‘Pick My Project’ upgrade; 

 A chance to interact with school councillors and school leadership. 
 
Talk the Talk Presentation 
Thanks to all the parents/carers who attended the respectful relationships, human sexuality and body education 
session on Tuesday night. Feedback has been very positive after the insightful and sometimes light hearted 
presentation from Vanessa Hamilton, our resident expert and member of the Bell community. For more information 
about Vanessa’s work click on her website http://www.talkingthetalksexed.com.au/  
 
Boîte Choir 
Unfortunately, Boîte Choir will not be running this year given the previous wonderful volunteers are unable to 
support the event in 2019. Whilst these types of extra-curricular activities add a layer of enjoyment and experience 
to many students, they cannot be guaranteed every time with the busy schedules of parent helpers and the action 
packed educational programs delivered during school times every term. 
 
Wishing everyone the very best for a safe and happy holiday break, and have a Happy Easter. 
 

David Twite 
Principal 
 

http://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:bell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.talkingthetalksexed.com.au/
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From School Council:  
 

This was the first meeting of the new council for 2019, and included the newly elected members.  Council elected 
Alex Collie, Vanessa Buck, Geoff Hollis and Meaghan Block to the roles of President, Vice President, Treasurer and 
Secretary, respectively.  Meeting highlights included: 

● A report from the principal that renovation of the main building is on track to begin in May. A decision regarding 
the preferred tenderer will be made in the coming weeks. More information at the AGM on 30 April. 

● A report from the fundraising committee that Bridget Ah Ching, Nicole McCulloch and Julie Pagel have 
volunteered to jointly convene the schools fundraising activities in 2019. Big thanks to all three for volunteering 
for these important roles.  

● Approval of the use of the ‘Pick My Project’ grant to resurface the south oval with natural turf, and approval of 
the use of some additional funds to ensure drainage is included, so that the surface condition is maintained year 
round. Work on this is likely to start in the July school holidays. There will be more information about the project 
in a future newsletter and at the AGM on 30 April.   

● A summary of the Professional Learning Communities (PLC’s) that are currently being trialled by the teaching 
staff at Bell, with support from the Department of Education and Training. The PLCs are an approach to school 
improvement where groups of teachers work collaboratively within the school to improve student outcomes. 
For more information ask your classroom teacher or visit this site. 

● Council discussion around the importance of transparency, and the need to communicate council discussions 
and decisions to the whole school community. Also, the importance of clearly articulating how the various 
committees and working groups are structured, who is involved in these committees and groups, and how 
parents can become involved in them. Below is a brief explainer about council, its members, the sub-
committees, and working groups.     

● Agreement on the dates of future meetings, which are included in the dates section at the end of the school 
newsletter. Meetings are typically held on a Thursday evening from 7pm and visitors are welcome to attend. 
The next meeting is on April 30, and will include the AGM and a Community Forum. Please come along. We hope 
to see you there!  

 
About Council 
Bell PS council has a maximum of 15 positions, including 8 parent representatives, 3 community representatives 
and 4 teacher representatives.  Parent positions are filled via an election and members are appointed for a 2 year 
term.  From time to time a casual vacancy arises when a parent resigns and, in such cases, council can appoint a 
replacement directly without requiring an election. The teacher and community representatives are appointed 
directly by council, with the exception that the Principal is required to be represented on council.  
2019 Members of Council 
Confirmed members of council for 2019 are:  
Parent representatives:  Christine Normoyle, Matthew Riddle, Susie Godfrey, Meaghan Block, Amber 

Griffiths, Alex Collie, Charles Beaton, 1 vacancy.  
Community representatives:  Vanessa Buck, Geoff Hollis, 2 vacancies.  
Teacher representatives:  David Twite, Jack Fray, Andrew Williamson, Xenia Matani.  
Council will seek to fill the remaining vacancies early in the year.  
Sub-Committees 
The council also has sub-committees which report through to council and lead much day-to-day activity. These sub-
committees include a member of council but can also have members from among the rest of the school community. 
It is mandatory to have a finance committee, and this is chaired by the Treasurer. At present, Bell also has an 
Education and Innovation sub-committee, a Community Engagement sub-committee and an Infrastructure sub-
committee.  
Working Groups 
There are also a number of working groups that focus on specific activities or topics, and make a substantial 
contribution to the school. These can sometimes be standing groups or may be convened to deal with specific 
issues/events. Some examples include the Fete working group, the FUNdraising group, the Policy working group 
and the Northern PlaySpace working group. These working groups interact with one of the sub-committees and are 
only possible with the volunteer time and effort of parents, carers and others.  
Thanks to all the parents, carers and others who volunteer their time to these sub-committees and working groups.  
 
  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/plc/Pages/default.aspx
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Important Dates 2019… 
 

APRIL 
 Tue 2: Talking the Talk, Parent Info Evening, 7.30-900pm 

 Fri 5: Assembly and Special Badge Presentation, 2.00pm 

 Fri 5: Final Day Term 1 - 2.30pm dismissal 

 Fri 5: Cup Cake Stall FUNdraiser 

 Tue 23: First Day Term 2 

 Wed 24: ANZAC Assembly, 2.50pm 

 Thu 25: ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

 Tue 30: Community Forum and AGM, 7pm 
 

MAY 
 Wed 1: Open Day / School Tours (9.30, 12.30 + 5.30) 

 Fri 3: Gr6 Winter Sport v Penders Grove (away) 

 Wed 8: Curriculum Day #3 (Student Free) 

 Thu 9-Fri 10: Mother’s & Special Person’s Day Stall 

 Fri 10: Gr6 Winter Sport v Holy Spirit (away) 

 Fri 17: Photo Day #1  

 Fri 17: Gr6 Winter Sport v Northcote (home) 

 Tue 21: Gr3 Swimming #1 

 Fri 24: Gr6 Winter Sport v St Marys (home) 

 Tue 28: Gr3 Swimming #2 

 Tue 28: District Cross Country, Bundoora Park 

 Wed 29: Photo Day #2 

 Fri 31: Gr6 Winter Sport v Wales Street (home) 
 

JUNE 
 Mon 3-Wed 5: Gr6 Waratah Bay Camp 

 Tue 4: Gr3 Swimming #3 

 Wed 5: Division Cross Country, Bundoora Park 

 Wed 5-Fri 7: Gr5 Waratah Bay Camp 

 Fri 7: Gr6 Winter Sport v Preston South (away) 

 Mon 10: Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

 Tue 11: Gr3 Swimming #4 

 Fri 14: Gr6 Winter Sport v Fairfield (home) 

 Tue 18: Gr3 Swimming #5 

 Wed 19: Regional Cross Country, Bundoora Park 

 Fri 21: Gr6 Winter Sport v Thornbury (away) 

 Mon 24-Wed 26: Gr4 (Group 1) Maldon Camp 

 Tue 25: Gr3 Swimming #6 

 Wed 26-Fri 28: Gr4 (Group 2) Maldon Camp 

 Fri 28: Final Day Term 2 – 2.30pm dismissal 

 Fri 28: Kid’s Movie Night 

 

JULY 
 Mon 15: First Day Term 3 

 Wed 24: Curriculum Day #4 (Student Free) 
 

AUGUST 
 Fri 2: Trivia Night 

 Wed 7: District Basketball, Coburg Basketball Stadium  

 Thu 8: Gr2 Swimming #1 

 Thu 15: Gr2 Swimming #2 

 Mon 19: District Athletics, Collingwood Harriers Track 

 Mon 19-Fri 23: Book Week 

 Thu 22: Gr2 Swimming #3 

 Thu 29: Gr2 Swimming #4 

 Thu 29-Fri 30: Father’s & Special Person’s Day Stall 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 Thu 5: Gr2 Swimming #5 

 Mon 9: Gr2 Swimming #6 

 Thu 12: Division Athletics, Meadowglen Athletics Track 

 Fri 20: Final Day Term 3 – 2.30pm dismissal 
 

OCTOBER 
 Mon 7: First Day Term 4 

 Fri 11: Gr1 Swimming #1 

 Sat 12: Bell Blitz #4 

 Mon 14: Gr1 Swimming #2 

 Wed 16: Regional Athletics, Meadowglen Athletics Track 

 Mon 21: Gr1 Swimming #3 

 Mon 28: Gr1 Swimming #4 
 

NOVEMBER 
 Mon 4: Gr1 Swimming #5 

 Tue 5: Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday 

 Fri 8: Gr1 Swimming #6 

 Sat 16: Bell Primary School Fete 

 Wed 20: Triathlon, Northcote Aquatic Centre 

 Tue 29: Regional Basketball, Mill Park Stadium 
 

DECEMBER 
 Fri 20: Final Day Term 4 
 

 

ANZAC Appeal: 
 
 

ANZAC pins and wristbands are currently 

available for purchase at the front office. 

Prices range between $2-$5.  JSC reps 

will also be selling these on Tuesday 23rd 

& Wednesday 24th April.  
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From the Office: 
 

CURRENT & OUTSTANDING PAYMENTS 

Just a reminder for you to check that you have paid for 
the following events.  If your child will not be attending 
an event, please advise their teacher or the office. 
Event: Grade: $$$: Payment: 
2019 Books & Requisites Preps $294 Qkr! 
2019 Books & Requisites Gr1-6 $270 Qkr! 
District Swimming - $20 Office 
Winter Sport Gr6 $25 Qkr! 
 

DAILY SMS NOTIFICATIONS 

Continuing on with last year’s procedure, if your child 
has been marked absent (unexplained) by their teacher 
first thing in the morning, an automated SMS will be 
sent to parents’ phones.  All that is required is a one 
word response, eg: unwell, holiday, parent choice, etc. 
 

If we do not hear back within a short amount of time, 
we are required by DET to begin contacting the 
student’s Emergency Contacts. 
 

To avoid receiving an SMS, please either: 

 email both the office (bell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au) 
AND their teacher advising your son or daughter will 
be absent and a very brief reason; 

OR 

 phone the office (from 8.15 am). 
 

Uniform Enquir ies :  

uniform@bellps.vic.edu.au 
 

Please note:  A stocktake of uniforms takes place during the 
final week of every term, therefore Qkr! is closed so orders 

cannot be placed during this time.   
Qkr! will re-open 9am on the first day of each term. 

 

 

CAMPS, SPORTS, EXCURSIONS FUND  (CSEF) 

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of 
learning opportunities that exist beyond the classroom.  
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure 
that no student will miss out on the opportunity to join 
their classmates for important, educational and fun 
activities.  It is part of making Victoria the Education 
State and the Government’s commitment to breaking 
the link between a student’s background and their 
outcomes. 
 

School camps provide children with inspiring 
experiences in the great outdoors, excursions 
encourage a deeper understanding of how the world 
works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and 
leadership.  All are part of a healthy curriculum. 
 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist 
eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps 
and sporting activities. 
 

If you hold a valid, means-tested concession card, or 
are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for 
CSEF.  A special consideration category also exists for 
asylum seeker and refugee families.   
 

The allowance is paid to the school to use towards 
expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting 
activities for the benefit of your child. 
 

The annual CSEF amount per student is $125 per 
primary school student. 
 

HOW TO APPLY: 
There will be a pink CSEF application form sent home in 
the Parent Pack, or just download the form from 
www.eduction.vic.gov.au/csef. 
 

If you applied for the CSEF in 2018, you do not need to 
complete an application form in 2019 unless there has 
been a change in your family circumstances. 
 

You only need to complete an application form if any of 
the following changes have occurred: 
 

 new student enrolment: your child has started or 
changed schools in 2018, or you did not apply in 
2017; 

 changed family circumstances:  such as a change of 
custody, change of name, concession card number, 
or new siblings commencing at the school in 2018. 

 

 
  

mailto:uniform@bellps.vic.edu.au
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Bell FUNdraising: 
 

The recently held Silent Disco was a blast!  Around fifteen Bell parents/carers, including Principal David Twite, joined 
a sell-out crowd of 60 singing and dancing their way around the city.  The highlights were singing “You’re the Voice” in 
Desgraves Street, and “Bohemian Rhapsody” in Swanston Street. 
 

The event raised $150 for Bell PS!  The good news is another Silent Disco has already been booked for Friday 15 
November – put it in your diary! 
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World’s Greatest Shave: 
 

A huge CONGRATULATIONS goes out to our eleven fearless students who shaved their hair in support of the ‘World’s 

Greatest Shave.’ Well done to Taj, Sharmila, Hamish, Will, Mateo, Ben, Lachlan, Connor, Lucas, Niamh and Bili. 

Collectively they raised a whopping $8,317.94.  

Thanks to all the Bell students and parents who made donations and came out to support the cause on Friday 

afternoon, there was a great sense of community in the air. We’d also like to thank our hairdressers Yvonne from 

Brush and Co on High Street Preston and Jill & Jules from Captain Darling Barber Shop on Gilbert Road Preston, for 

volunteering their time and expertise in speedily shaving our brave students’ hair. Longer hair was donated to an 

organisation that makes wigs for patients going through chemotherapy. 

Thanks also to our amazing JSC students for hosting the event and the students who entertained the crowd with their 

performances. 

      
 

      
 

                   
       180 Gilbert Road, Preston, 0401 231 022 – Julz       307 High Street, Preston, 0413 224 962 - Yvonne 
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Visit to The Shrine of Remembrance: 
 

On Wednesday 3rd April, the grade 5 students were treated to a gorgeous, sunny Melbourne day out in the city for a 
special ANZAC commemoration service at The Shrine of Remembrance.   The students, grade 5 teachers and parent 
helpers caught the train to Flinders Street Station where we walked to The Shrine to join many other Victorian schools 
in keeping the ANZAC spirit alive by commemorating the sacrifices made by men and women who have served our 
country.  We then enjoyed lunch in the park and a stroll around the Botanical Gardens before making our way back to 
school. 
 

Well done to our grade 5 students for being respectful, considerate and engaged in such a special day out representing 
Bell PS.  A big thankyou also to Bethia, Lynne, Vesna and Andy for their help in making this such a fun, safe and 
enjoyable experience for all.  
 

Miss Meredith, Brett and Dan 
 

    
 

     



School Values:  Creativity, Respect, Resilience, Curiosity, Collaboration P8 

Preps’ Easter Hat Parade: 
 

Today the Preps arrived to a Bunny break-in.  Mysteriously overnight, a rather large, fluffy bunny somehow made its 
way into the Learning Centre leaving a mass of footprints.  Luckily though this was a good bunny as they left all the 
kids a special surprise.  Needless to say the excitement ran high as the kids participated in an Easter Hat Parade 
followed by a yummy breakfast of hot cross buns.  Thanks to those parents who stayed behind and helped out. 
 

Have a wonderful holiday. 
 

Lisa, Gab & Joy (The Prep Team) 
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News from Signora Elyssa… 
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Community News: 
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Full Boarding Homestay Families sought for International Students at Northcote High School 
 

Northcote High School seeks quality homestays from our local community to help care for new international student arrivals 
starting an English Language course in Semester 2 (students will arrive in Melbourne, late June).  These international students will 
continue their Year 10 and VCE study with Northcote High School for the next three years. They are mainly from Asian countries, 
such as China, Vietnam, Korea and Thailand.  
 

Hosting International Students can bring a rich cross cultural experience and opportunity for families. Many local families already 
on board with the Northcote High School Homestay Program over the years have enjoyed and benefited from the diverse cultural 
and language exchange experience, especially when they have school age children at home. The reverse experience for our 
International Students is very much part of their overseas study journey. 
 

If you have a spare room and are willing to take care of a young international student please contact the International Student 
Office 9488 2334 (or General Office 9488 2300 or email wang.lixia.l@edumail.vic.gov.au) for more information.  Full boarding 
homestay fees are $320 per week (tax free), which covers a fully furnished room, 3 healthy meals daily, laundry, household bills 
(including internet). Students are responsible for their own transport. 
 

Jocelyn Hill    Ms Lixia Wang 
Assistant Principal   International Student Program Director 

 

mailto:wang.lixia.l@edumail.vic.gov.au
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100% of sale proceeds on this day will be donated to the RCH 
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Yoga for Young Women 
Date: Monday 8 April 
Time: 11am to 12:30pm 
Location: Pearl Room, Darebin Intercultural 
Centre 
This class is an introduction to yoga for young 
women. Within a safe space, we will explore mind 
and body connection, learn more about ourselves 
and find inner calm and strength. Learn breath 
technique, movement, mindfulness meditation and a 
beautiful craft activity. Suitable for ages 11-14. 

Movie Screening - Zootopia (PG) 
Date: Tuesday 9 April 
Time: 11am to 1pm 
Location: Pearl Room, Intercultural Centre 
Chill out with us in front of the big screen for a 
special screening of Disney's Zootopia! This family-
friendly film is filled with loveable characters and a 
heartfelt message for all about ending racism and 
prejudice. Movie snacks provided and suitable for 
ages 5 to 12.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dancing our Connections with Isabella Whāwhai 
Waru  
Date: Wednesday 10 April 
Time: 11am to 1pm 
Location: Preston Shire Hall, 286 Gower Street, 
Preston 
This exciting and unique contemporary dance 
workshop teaches connection to land, pride in our 
cultures and the value of family and community drawing 
from community-based values of Māori. Suitable for 
ages 8 to 12.  

Krazy Koala Puppet Show 
Date: Thursday 11 April 
Time: 11am to 12pm 
Location: Pearl Room, Intercultural Centre 
A puppet show like no other! Combining live music, 
stories, dancing and laughter, this puppet show will 
create a fascinating, inventive world that children 
can believe in and relate to. Encouraging creativity, 
imagination and thinking about life values, this is a 
vibrant show not to be missed! Suitable for ages 2 
to 8.  

Jungle City Jam 
Date: Friday 12 April 
Time: 11am to 12:30pm 
Location: Preston Shire Hall, 286 Gower Street, 
Preston 
Ready to get your groove on? Learn cultural dance 
from Jamaica and the African diaspora including fun 
party step, grooves and technique. Suitable for ages 
2 to 8. 

Kids Cultural Fun Day 
Date: Tuesday 16 April 
Time: 11am to 1:00pm 
Location: Intercultural Centre 59A Roseberry 
Ave, Preston 
Come along to this Fun Day of creative and 
entertaining activities. Learn to play the drums in an 
African drumming workshop and get involved with 
art & craft activities, a sweet decorating workshop 
and a community artwork project for the Centre. 
Suitable for ages 5 to 12. Indigenous Dance, Stories & Film with Boori 

Monty Pryor 
Date: Thursday 18 April 
Time: 11:00am to 1:00pm 
Location: Pearl Room, Intercultural Centre 
Celebrate Aboriginal cultures with author/performer 
Boori Monty Pryor. There will be didgeridoo playing, 
Dreamtime stories, personal stories, and the chance 
to get up and dance! This workshop will be followed 
by the short film ‘Brown Paper Bag’ starring Monty 
and inspired by his life’s work. Suitable for ages 5 to 
12. 

Islamic Museum of Aust. - Tour & Morning Tea 
Date: Wednesday 22 May 
Time: 9:45am to 12:30pm 
Location: Meet at 9.45am for 10am departure 
from Darebin Intercultural Centre and returning 
approx. 12:30pm 
Hop on the community bus with us to the Islamic 
Museum of Australia in Thornbury. Led by a 
Museum curator join us for a talk and tour followed 
by morning tea!  

No Lights, No Lycra! 
Date: Thursday 11 April & 9 May 
Time: 6:20pm for a 6.30pm start to 7:30pm 
Location: Shire Hall, 286 Gower St, Preston 
Hit the dancefloor in the cover of darkness and be 
yourself! There is no light, no lycra, no teacher, no 
steps to learn, no technique, just free movement. A 
space where you can completely let go, shake out the 
stresses of the week, have fun and lose yourself in 
music that celebrates Darebin’s multicultural 
community. 

Community Cinema Series 
Date: Thursday 4 April & 6 May 
Time: 2pm to 4pm 
Location: Pearl Room, Intercultural Centre 
Come along and enjoy a surprise selection of 
Australian and international films that move us, 
inspire us, unite us and make us laugh. Enjoy an 
afternoon out with your family and friends (and make 
new friends too!) in a warm, friendly environment. 
Afternoon tea provided. 
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