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From the Principal: 
 

 
The Next Step…Compass NewsFeeds 
Please ensure you log onto the Compass Parent Portal and enable Push Notifications as we are now beginning to 
use Compass Newsfeed for communication.  We will only continue to use our current email distribution method 
for these types of short messages and reminders for a short time as parents/carers transition to Compass. 
 
Parent Opinion Survey 
For the 30% of randomly selected parents/carers, the closing date for the online Parent Opinion Survey has been 
extended to Sunday 18 August 2019.  Parents can submit completed online surveys until 11.59pm that night. 
 
Grade 4-6 Athletics Carnival 
Thanks to the vast majority of families who have already returned the notes and money for next Tuesday’s Aths 
Carnival. If you are yet to pay, please do so ASAP.  We are expecting a very high attendance rate for this event, as 
the day is about participation and fun, not just about winning.  I ask all parents to support this event by encouraging 
their child to have a go on the day and simply do their best at all the events. The back up day is the next day, 
Wednesday 14 August. We will make a call as early as we can on Monday once we have examined the forecast.  
 
Rebecca Foulds (PE teacher) is still looking for some more helpers on the day. Please contact Rebecca directly or 
email the office if you can assist. 
 
Book Week Parade & Special Assembly 
We have scheduled a special assembly at the end of Book Week on Friday 23 August at 2.50pm for the traditional 
book character parade. We are looking forward to seeing lots of fascinating dress-ups reflecting our favourite 
characters. 
 
Please note there will not be an assembly on Monday 19 August due to the assembly/parade on the Friday. 
 
South Oval Update 
Evergreen, the lawn contractors engaged to complete the south oval upgrade, are on track and will be laying the 
grass in the coming weeks. This is within the projected timeline and follows on from the extensive  soil preparation, 
installation of drainage and a sprinkler system. Unless the weather is very unkind to us in the next month, we 
anticipate the oval will be back in use at the start of term 4. 
 
David Twite 
Principal 
 
 
 
 

Friendly Compass Reminder… 
Please do not mark your child on Compass if they will be late or if they will be leaving early.  

Instead, call past the office with your child if you are late (or without your child if leaving 
early), admin staff will update your child correctly on Compass, and hand over a ‘late slip’ or 

‘early leaver’s slip’ to be handed to the classroom teacher. 
Thank you for your help. 
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Important Dates: 
 
 

AUGUST 
 Tue 13: Gr2 Swimming #1 

 Tue 13: Gr4-6 Bell PS Athletics Carnival, Georg Knott Res. 

 Thu 15: Gr2 Swimming #2 

 Fri 16: Science Morning: Destination Moon 

 Sun 18: Parent Opinion Survey deadline, 11.59pm 

 Mon 19: District Athletics, Collingwood Harriers Track 

 Mon 19: No Assembly 

 Mon 19-Fri 23: Book Week 

 Tue 20: Gr2 Swimming #3 

 Wed 21: Gr1 SMA Awareness & Dress Up Day 

 Thu 22: Gr2 Swimming #4 

 Thu 22: School Council Meeting, 7pm 

 Fri 23 Book Week Assembly & Parade, 2.50pm 

 Sat 24: Tournament of Minds, LaTrobe Uni 

 Tue 27: Gr2 Swimming #5 

 Tue 27: Kids Teaching Kids Environmental Conference 

 Thu 29: Gr2 Swimming #6 

 Thu 29-Fri 30: Father’s & Special Person’s Day Stall 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 Mon 9 – Wed 11: Student Led Conferences 

 Thu 12: Division Athletics, Meadowglen Athletics Track 

 Thu 19: School Council Meeting, 7pm 

 Fri 20: Final Day Term 3 – 2.30pm dismissal 
 
 
 

OCTOBER 
 Mon 7: First Day Term 4 

 Wed 9: Open Forum Fundraising Meeting @ 9am, MPR1 

 Fri 11: Gr1 Swimming #1 

 Sat 12: Bell Blitz #4 

 Mon 14: Gr1 Swimming #2 

 Wed 16: Regional Athletics, Meadowglen Athletics Track 

 Mon 21: Gr1 Swimming #3 

 Thu 24: School Council Meeting, 7pm 

 Mon 28: Gr1 Swimming #4 
 
 

NOVEMBER 
 Mon 4: Gr1 Swimming #5 

 Tue 5: Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday 

 Thu 7: Gr6 Transition Rail Safety Session 

 Fri 8: Gr1 Swimming #6 

 Wed 20: Triathlon, Northcote Aquatic Centre 

 Thu 28: School Council Meeting, 7pm 

 Tue 29: Regional Basketball, Mill Park Stadium 
 
 

DECEMBER 
 Tue 10: Year 7 Orientation Day 

 Tue 17: Grade 6 Graduation, Preston Town Hall 

 Thu 19: School Council Meeting, 7pm 

 Fri 20: Final Day Term 4 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  



Student Led Conferences: 
 
During Week 9 of this term, from Monday September 9 – Wednesday September 11, we will be holding our Student 
Led Conferences. Student Led Conferences form part of our reporting process and are an excellent opportunity for 
your child to reflect on their learning and lead a conversation with you, their parents/ guardians, celebrating their 
achievements, identifying challenges and setting individual goals for future learning. Each year level will have a 
designated night and families will be able to schedule a time after school that is convenient for them. Additional 
information and booking instructions will be sent out in the coming weeks. 
 
Emma Heywood 
Assistant Principal 
 
 
 

A Note from Emma Heywood: 
 
While I have had the pleasure of meeting a number of parents in the yard and at the trivia night 
last week, there are still a number that I am yet to meet so I thought I would provide a brief 
introduction. 
 
I have spent much of my career working in the North-West region of Sunbury and also spent some 
time in the South West region in Deer Park. Before being successfully appointed the Assistant 
Principal position at Bell, for the past three years in my role as a leading teacher, I worked full time 
as a Teaching and Learning coach to develop teacher practice and improve student outcomes. 
Prior to my coaching and leading teacher roles, I was a classroom teacher, team leader and literacy leader for a 
number of years. In 2012 I returned to university part time, completing a Master’s in Education. 
 
My family also has a strong education background- my mum is a business manager and my sister a leading teacher, 
both at primary schools. 
 
I am a strong believer in student agency and supporting our students to develop ownership of their learning. I am 
very passionate about Literacy and fostering a passion and love for reading in our learners. My other passion is 
student engagement and wellbeing, ensuring that we support the social, emotional, physical and academic needs 
of all individuals to reach their potential. 
 
Outside of school, I enjoy being active whether I am taking the dog for a walk, gardening or renovating. I am a keen 
waterskiier, reader and enjoy spending time with my family and friends. 
 
Once again, if you see me around the school please come and introduce yourself. I have been truly humbled by 
how friendly and welcoming staff, students and parents have been and look forward to continuing to meet the rest 
of the Bell community.  
 

 
 
  



From the FUNdraising Team: 
 

TRIVIA NIGHT: 
Trivia Night was a massive success, so thank you to all involved.  Stay tuned for more information in next week’s 
newsletter.  Just a quick one though: 
 

Missing your Trivia Night Raffle Prize?  If you won a raffle prize and weren't able to collect it on the night, please 
get in touch with fundraising. We have the following prizes to give to the winners from the night: 
 

 Fitzroy Nursery voucher / Degani voucher / greenhouse 

 Obus gift card 

 Anna Flynn pack and Twisters gym voucher.  
 

FATHER’S & SPECIAL PERSON’S DAY STALL:  
Thursday 29 + Friday 30 August  
Bell’s famous Father’s & Special Person’s Day Stall is only a few weeks away.  There are 
lots of ways in which everyone in the Bell community can make this FUNdraiser another 
success: 
 

 Volunteering:  The SignUp is ready for you to volunteer for shifts both in the evening 
and during the day.  We need people to help set up the stall on the Wednesday night and work on the stall on 
Thursday and/or Friday, helping the kiddies choose their wonderful gifts.  
https://signup.com/Activities#/2743347/jobs/edit 
 

 Crafting/Donating Items:  We are ready and waiting to collect items to sell at the Stall.  Please drop off all 
donations to the front office.  Stuck for inspiration? Check out the Pinterest page for lots of clever ideas. 
https://www.pinterest.com.au/amandadunstone/bell-primary-fathers-day-craft-ideas/ 
 

 Baking: We will be accepting delicious baked treats from Wednesday 28 August. 
 

 Sending along $$ with your children:  Gifts will start at $1 and children will be given the opportunity to purchase 
gifts on both the Thursday & Friday. 

 
Cheers, 
The Trivia & FUNdraising Teams 
bellpsfundraising@gmail.com 
 
 

  

https://signup.com/Activities#/2743347/jobs/edit
https://www.pinterest.com.au/amandadunstone/bell-primary-fathers-day-craft-ideas/
mailto:bellpsfundraising@gmail.com


 

For the Community: 
 

Have you logged on 

to COMPASS yet? 
 

           
 
 

PLEASE: 

DO use Compass to advise your child’s full day absence only. 

DO NOT use Compass if your child will be arriving late or 

leaving early. 

DO always call past the office to advise staff of a  

late arrival or an early departure. 

 

 
 

COMMUNICATION: 

We are planning to roll out more Compass 

features during the year to improve our 

communication and organisation across the 

school community, so logging on to Compass 

is now ESSENTIAL. 

 

https://bellps-vic.compass.education 
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