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From the Principal: 
 

La Bellissima Festa…Fantastico! 
What a fantastic evening on Wednesday where the students had an opportunity to shine on the big stage for the 
Italian concert. It was a wonderful turn out by Bell families to support the event, and staff appreciated the positive 
comments during and at the end of the night. 
 

A huge congratulations to the specialist team: Elyssa Agnoletti (Italian), Anna Buchanan (Art), Rebecca Foulds (PE) 
and Milica Stefanovic Music) for the dedication, organisation and supper efforts to drive the concert from 
conception to delivery on the night. These four teachers lived the school values of creativity and collaboration with 
the students throughout the whole journey. Finally, the staff were so proud of the students throughout the whole 
project; from the initial rehearsals when there are always problems to solve and creative differences to work 
through, to the amazing performances on the night from every grade combination.  
 

 
 

Grade Placements 2020  
As outlined in last week’s newsletter, parents and carers have their opportunity to provide key information that 
helps us make an informed decision about 2019 grade placements:  
 

 Input is optional and needs to be through a google form via the following link:  CLICK HERE. 

 The confidential Google form will be available from today to 15 November. 

 Comments need to be solely about your child’s specific needs; requests about the perceived performance of a 
teacher will not be considered.  

 Requests to be grouped with certain children will be considered, however ultimately staff must make 
professional judgements about grade combinations taking into account all children’s academic, social and 
emotional development and the anticipated dynamics of each group.  

 We value parent and carer input, however there are no guarantees.  

 The deadline is Friday 15 November; no late correspondence will be accepted. 

Little lion dancers 

http://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:bell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FhiTbrgsff5MT91gu7&data=02%7C01%7Ctwite.david.d%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C989bc8da92394f0b9a7d08d75dac9975%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637080868209729981&sdata=suYoFZpLlc%2Fk08GYva1uE4XJMQ9qxbQDSxXTUZ4Chr4%3D&reserved=0


 I ask parents/carers to refrain from sending individual email to teachers, leadership or the school account, rather 
place your thoughts about your child/ren into the confidential Google form during the period it is open. 

 

More information about the three step-up sessions will published in coming Newsletters/Bulletins. 
 

Second Hand Uniforms 
Now that the Second Hand Uniform Shop is up and running, we are hoping to have it open a couple of times each 
week.  Currently the shop is open every Monday until around 9.45am.  If you are able to volunteer some of your 
time, please see Nicole in the Uniform Shop on Mondays or advise the office. 
 

Missed Calls 
Once again, we are requesting parents not call Bell immediately if they receive a ‘Missed Call’ notification, but to 
wait a minute or two for the message to come through.  Please listen to your message first as many times it is a 
courtesy call that doesn’t require a call back; listening first will also help the office staff to direct your call when 
necessary making it a quicker process for everybody. 
 

David Twite  
Principal 
 

Important Dates: 
 
 

NOVEMBER 
 Fri 1: Gr P-2 Design a Shoe 

 Fri 1: Summer Sport v Thornbury (away) 

 Mon 4: Gr1 Swimming #5 

 Tue 5: Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday 

 Wed 6: 2020 Prep Transition Program Session #1 

 Thu 7: Gr5-6 Design a Shoe 

 Thu 7: Gr6 Transition Rail Safety Session 

 Fri 8: Gr1 Swimming #6 

 Fri 8: Gr Prep Werribee Zoo Excursion 

 Fri 8: Summer Sport v Westgarth (home) 

 Fri 8: Gr3 Design a Shoe 

 Tue 12: Gr5+6 Regional Cricket Final, Epping Rec. Res. 

 Wed 13: 2020 Prep Transition Program Session #2 

 Thu 14: Gr P-3 Mini Athletics Day, 9.00-11.30am, BPS 

 Sat 16: Silent Disco Fundraiser, Melbourne CBD 

 Wed 20: 2020 Prep Transition Program Session #3 

 Wed 20: Gr4-6 Triathlon, Northcote Aquatic Centre 

 Wed 27: 2020 Prep Transition Program Session #4 

 Thu 28: Gr3 Werribee Zoo Excursion 

 Thu 28: School Council Meeting, 7pm 

DECEMBER 
 Mon 2: Mangoes to arrive sometime this week 

 Mon 2-Fri 6: Selected Gr4+5 Woorbinda Camp 

 Tue 10: Year 7 Orientation Day 

 Wed 11: End of Year Violin Concert, LC, 6pm 

 Thu 12: End of Year Funky Glee Concert, LC, 6pm 

 Fri 13: End of Year PMI Concert, MPR1, 11.40am  

 Fri 13: Icy Pole Fundraiser @ 2.10pm 

 Wed 18:  *date change*  Gr6 Graduation, Preston Town Hall 

 Thu 19: School Council Meeting, 7pm 

 Thu 19: Gr6 Big Day Out – Luna Park 

 Fri 20: Final Day Term 4 

 

2020 RETURN TO SCHOOL DATES: 

Grades 1-6:  Thursday 30 January 
Grade Preps (Group A): Friday 31 January 

Grade Preps (Group B): Monday 3 February 
All Grade Preps: Tuesday 4 February 

 

 

Community Engagement, Diversity & Inclusion Sub-Committee: 
 

The Bell PS Community Engagement, Diversity and Inclusion Sub-Committee is looking for parent/carer members. 
If you're keen to have a say around these issues, and be involved in planning for events that focus on these themes, 
please let the office know - we're super keen to have you. 
 

From the committee's Terms of Reference: 
 

“Diversity and inclusion is fundamentally about the wellbeing, psychological safety and sense of belonging of all 
members of the Bell Primary School Community. The Diversity, Inclusion and Community Engagement Sub-
Committee aims to contribute to an environment where all people feel that they belong, they are valued as they 
are, their contributions are welcome and they have full and equal opportunity to participate, regardless of sex, 
gender, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, age, ability, religion, health or socioeconomic status. The Sub-Committee 
will support events to celebrate and promote diversity and inclusion, and provide opportunities for parents and 
carers to become involved in and around the school.” 
 

Full terms of reference available by contacting the office. 
 

Susie Godfrey 
School Councillor 



 



 



 



  



From the Grade 2 Team: 
 

On Tuesday 29th of October the Grade 2 team welcomed Gnarnayarrahe Inmurry Waitairie to Bell. He shared dreamtime stories 
about how the echidna and dolphin came to be and stories of his childhood growing up in the Yindjibarndi Tribe in Western 
Australia. He spoke about the significance of animals and plants to the indigenous people and culture, as well as the importance 
of sustainability and living off the land. He played his didgeridoo and made animal sounds while the children shut their eyes 
and practiced meditation. He also got students up and dancing like a kangaroo and emu while he sung in his native tongue.  
 

He explained to students the significance of totems to his culture and how his mother was visited by a kangaroo when he was 
born, thereby his totem is kangaroo (his brother) 
 

The meaning of his name: 
 

Gnarnayarrahe (little blue joey kangaroo)        Inmurry (born beside a spring)        Waitairie (in the Dreaming) 
 

    
 

   
 

    
 
 
  



From the FUNdraising Team: 
 

Silent Disco – ‘FAMILY FUN IN THE CITY’: 
 
If you are looking for some Family FUN, Dave (aka Disco Duk Duk) is taking 
over Melbourne city with his famous Silent Disco and is kindly donating half 
of the profits purchased by Bell Families back to Bell PS.  So grab some Bell 
Friends and head into Melbourne CBD for some FUN!!!!! 
 
WHEN: Saturday 16 November @ 2.30pm  (NB: slight time change) 
WHERE: Fed Square 
TICKETS: www.gurududu.org - public events - Melbourne - 16 Nov 
 
Be sure to use the discount code ‘BELL’ when booking for a special Bell PS price! 

 

MANGO Update: 

Thank you to everyone who purchased the mangoes – your orders have 

now been placed.  As a community we managed to sell 232 trays!  A huge 

thank you to Kate James for coordinating the Mango Drive again this year. 

Mangoes are expected to arrive early December – so keep an eye out for a 

call for volunteers to help distribute the mangoes and for details of where 

to collect your delicious mangoes from.  
 

Cheers, 
The Bell FUNdrasing Team 
bellpsfundraising@gmail.com 
 
 

2020 Bell PS Fete: 
 
The 2020 Bell School Fete is on in November (next year)! The fete committee have considered the overwhelming 
survey response to the 2017 fete and have devised a vision statement to guide our fete planning: 
 

“Celebrating and connecting our community” 
 

The Bell Fete will be a fun, creative, profitable event focused on increasing our inclusivity, sustainability and 
providing a diversity of food and activity choices. 
 

Are you passionate about the fete?  Do you have ideas and capacity?  Now is your time to get involved as we need 
a couple more committee members.  We are seeking to balance the gender diversity!  In terms of roles, we need a 
Treasurer as a priority, and people with communications and design skills are also desired.  However, all interested 
offers of participation and help will be gratefully received.  Committee roles close by Friday 15 November for our 
meeting on Tuesday 19 November (evening).  Email: bellprimaryfete@gmail.com or chat with one of the Fete 
committee members:   
 

Selin Yaman (co-convenor) 
Kate Ficai (co-convenor) 

Melanie Regan 
Melanie Roberts 

Gail Brennan 
 
 

We will also be calling for stall captains in late 2019 and 
early 2020 for those who are keen but have limited time. 

 

Kate Ficai 
Fete Co-convener 
  

http://www.gurududu.org/
mailto:bellprimaryfete@gmail.com


From Signora Elyssa: 
 

 
 

 



The Little Bookroom: 
 
Bell PS has partnered with the very excellent The Little Bookroom in Carlton North for their community reading 
rewards programme.  As part of the partnership, each time someone from the Bell Community makes a purchase 
at The Little Bookroom, 15% of the value of the purchase will be credited to Bell PS, so that the school can buy new 
books for our library when it re-opens early next year. 
 
They also have a bookshop in Westgarth, for us adult folk, called Neighbourhood Books, and are offering a 15% 
credit to the school for any books purchased there also. 
 
Christmas sorted! 
 

 


