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Bell Primary School is a caring community that fosters a love of learning in young people.  At school and beyond, students are confident to 
think critically and empowered to thrive in a rapidly evolving world.  We are grounded by our school values of resilience, creativity, curiosity, 
collaboration and respect. 
 

Bell Primary School is a Child Safe School.  We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people, and have zero 
tolerance for child abuse. 
 

Bell Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation as the traditional custodians of 
the land the school is located upon, and pays respect to Elders past, present and emerging. 
 
 

From the Principal:  
 

Staffing Updates  
We have had to say farewell to a number of staff in recent weeks as this is the nature of larger workplaces such as ours: 

 It was sad to say good-bye to Ange Impala after 18 months of dedication, good humour and great team work in the 
office. The reception job is one of great importance as the initial face of the school in which Ange has done a wonderful 
job as one of her key roles. We wish her all the best in her next position. 

 Lily McKeown has now gone onto maternity leave and we wish her all the very best as she moves into that very 
exciting stage of life-motherhood. Lily has been an amazing Integration Aide at Bell for the past 5 years and we look 
forward to the day she returns from her extended family leave. 

 Unfortunately, Chloe Conran has had to resign from the Education Support -Integration Aide role at Bell due to 
personal reasons. Chloe is staying in Perth with members of her family for an extended time after taking leave in 
Terms 2 and 3 last year. Those families and children who have worked with Chloe know what a dedicated and caring 
aide she has been at Bell for the past 2 years. 

 

With departures in staffing comes new arrivals and we welcome two new Education Support (ES) staff to the Bell 
Community: 

 Di Love will be in the office Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays working with Tania and Jo keeping the ‘nerve 
centre’ (front office) buzzing along. Di has spent a number of years in an administrative role with a family focused 
charity, as well as extensive experience in the IT industry prior to that. Therefore, she comes well equipped with the 
capabilities as an admin assistant. We are confident she will teach us all some new tricks with ICT. 

 We also welcome a new Integration Aide to replace Lily – Bianca Van der Velden who has been working in the same 
position at a school in Gippsland. Bianca has moved to the city and we are confident she will be a great support 
person for certain students across the school. 

 There will be two new Integration Aide appointments in the coming weeks, so we have a full team of ES staff to 
support the additional needs of particular students at Bell. 

 

Neurodiversity Week 
Celebrating the natural differences in people’s minds and emotions this week has been a 
wonderful thing to happen at Bell with discussions, inquiries and activities delivered across the 
school. The ‘Wear it Differently’ day was well received with the majority of students taking on the 
theme in a range of ways, from the subtle to the bold. Many thanks to the Diversity, Inclusion and 
Community Engagement group who have driven this initiative across the school. 
 

School Council  
The new Bell Council met last night and elected most of the executive committee along with welcoming four new 
members after the election process earlier this term. The current members for the next 12 months are: 
 

 Executive - Amber Griffiths (President), Charles Beaton (Vice-President), Geoff Hollis (Treasurer) 

 New parent representatives - Kath Ballard, Nicola Roberts 

 Returning parent representatives - Meaghan Block, Vanessa Buck, Nina Cullen, Susie Godfrey, Nadia Lusis 

 New teacher representatives – Matt Atanasovski (Grade 5C), Emma Heywood (Assistant Principal ), Lisa McLeish 
(Learning Specialist), David Twite (Executive Officer) 

 

One of the key agenda items next meeting in April will be to look at the membership of Sub-Committees and Working 
Groups, allocating councillors to various teams then seeking other members of the community to get involved in the 
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work. More details will be available after the next meeting. In the meantime, do not hesitate to contact a councillor or 
myself if you have an interest or a query about any aspect of the school governance at Bell. 
 
Medication Reminder 
A serious reminder to parents/carers that children should not be carrying their own medication in their 
schoolbag/lunchbox.  All medication (except asthma inhalers) must be kept at the office, and a Medication Request Form 
completed and signed. Medicine will then be dispensed to students by the office staff, following the instructions listed 
on the form. These procedures are standard DET practices that we all must adhere to. 
 
Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) – Update 
This week has seen COVID-19 intensify here in Australia and it is clear that every one of us is feeling the impact. It is a 
time to rally together as we seek clarification about the next steps to be taken to curb this pandemic. Regular Compass 
newsfeeds have been sent out during the week and a summary of the latest information is found in today’s newsletter.  
Please scroll down and read so everyone has the up-to-date information and instructions we are given by DET and the 
Chief Health Officer of Victoria 
 
On a human note, lets continue to look out for each other, from the youngest children to the elderly and all of us in 
between, as this situation needs understanding, empathy, patience and ‘Random Acts of Kindness’ to help get us through. 
 
David Twite 
Principal 
 
 

From the Assistant Principal:  COVID-19 
 

Firstly we would like to thank the school community for the support they have shown for staff over the past week. In 
complex times it is essential that we come together as a school community and we have been extremely grateful for the 
acknowledgement our staff received through school council and individual parent feedback. Schools provide structure 
and routine which is a comfort for children, particular in times of uncertainty. 
 
During the week we have received regular communication from the Department of Education providing updated 
instructions and guidelines regarding the ever changing COVID-19 situation. The below information provides 
parents/carers a summary of the updates sent out to the community during the week and also provides new information 
based on directions from the Department of Education in the past 24 hours regarding cleaning and social distancing. 
 
SCHOOL EVENTS, CAMPS & EXCURSIONS 
At this time, all school events that involve attendance by community members have been cancelled, including weekly 
assemblies.  No camps can commence from Tuesday 17 March and all excursions outside the school for purposes such 
as visits to cultural institutions, art galleries, theatres and sporting events must also be postponed or cancelled. 
 
The following excursions and events have therefore been impacted at this time: 
 

 Young Leaders Conference (cancelled) 

 Year 6 Transition/Camp Parent Information Session (postponed and rescheduled if possible) 

 Year 6 Sport (cancelled) 

 Year 6 Camp (postponed and rescheduled if possible) 

 Carnevale (cancelled) 

 Year 1 Celebration of Learning (cancelled) 

 Kids Movie Night (cancelled) 

 Cupcake Stall (cancelled) 

 Term 2 Sport Events (postponed and rescheduled if possible) 

 Prep Grandparent’s Day (postponed and rescheduled if possible) 

 Year 3 Swimming (postponed and rescheduled if possible) 

 Year 5 Camp (postponed and rescheduled if possible) 

 Year 4 Camp (postponed and rescheduled if possible) 

 All classroom parent helpers (cancelled until further notice) 
 
For any excursions or camps already paid for, this money will be held in credit against your child to be used for future 
excursions, or the re-scheduled Grade 6 camp if it goes ahead later in the year.  Please contact the office if you would 
like to discuss financial matters further. 
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STUDENT ABSENCES 
During the week we have seen an increase in families adopting precautionary measures by keeping their children home 
from school. If you choose to keep your child at home, please use the "Parent Choice" absence code, and please include 
the word COVID-19 in the Absence Comments. 
 
We understand families need to make the best decisions for their circumstances. For those families staying home, feel 
free to contact your child’s classroom teacher who can provide guidance and links to resources to support learning from 
home. 
 
CLOSE CONTACT 
DET has continued to provide clear procedures for if/when we are notified that a staff member or student at our school 
is in one of the categories.  Categories for contacting DHHS: 
 

 the person is a confirmed case of COVID-19 
 the person is a close contact of a confirmed case of COVID-19 in the past 14 days. 

 
‘Close contact’ is defined by DHHS as someone who has had at least 15 minutes of face-to-face contact with a confirmed 
case, or shared a closed space with someone for more than two hours with a confirmed case.  We continue to urge 
families to communicate such situations immediately so we can seek specific advice from the relevant authorities. All 
matters of this nature will be treated with the strictest confidentiality. 
 
HYGIENE MEASURES & SOCIAL DISTANCING 
The Department of Education is continuing to work towards providing the necessary support and resources for schools 
to enact hygiene measures and social distancing. 
 
Staff are ensuring they discuss and implement these essential practices with your children: 

 Covering mouth and nose when coughing and sneezing with a tissue, or coughing into elbow. 
 Disposing of tissues in the bin and washing hands afterwards. 
 Washing your hands regularly, after using the toilet, and before eating. We will continue to ensure soap is 

supplied in the bathrooms for hand washing. 
 
While there is a shortage of personal hygiene products in supermarkets, as a school we have a reasonable supply for 
school use. 
 
In addition to this we have received communication in the past 24 hours that, as of Monday, a day cleaner will be added 
to our regular cleaning schedule and will perform specific tasks around the cleaning of high touch areas including: 

 Fixtures and appliances (printers, lockers, gates) 
 Door and Door Fittings (Door Handles, Hand Rails, Guard Rails) 
 Toilets and bathroom fixtures (taps, soap dispensers, towel dispensers) 
 Waste Bins (Internal and External) 
 Kitchenettes 
 Drinking Troughs & Fountains 
 

Where possible, individuals will be encouraged to keep distance from each other. Classrooms will be rearranged as much 
as practical to provide additional spacing between tables and distance between individuals.  
 
HOME LEARNING 
At this stage, we have no instructions or specific information about school closures, as that is a decision made by DET 
after advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer. However, during the week our staff have been working in teams to 
develop a home learning package in the event of a school closure. 
 
 
We will continue to keep the community up to date as much as possible when new instructions come to hand. Please 
keep your Compass App switched on for Newsfeeds. 
 
Once again, thank you for your support during what is a challenging time for all. 
 
Emma Heywood 
Assistant Principal 
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One of the reasons why schools have been kept open by governments across Australia, on the basis of 

the advice from the health and medical experts, is that people remaining in their routine daily activities, 

whilst decreasing non-essential social and mass gathering activities, will decrease the opportunities for 

spread in our community, including those to teachers. 
  
There is evidence that children in households may be infected by adults within the households, which is 

why all household contacts of confirmed cases are placed into home isolation when a case is confirmed. 

This will continue throughout the COVID-19 response. 
  
Thus far, approximately 2% of total cases in China have been in children, and there have been no deaths 

in children under 10 years with very few hospitalisations. There is emerging evidence indicates that the 

people who are most unwell, and most symptomatic are more infectious than those with very mild or 

minimal symptoms. 
  
There is not widespread community transmission at this point, and levels of COVID-19 illness are likely to 

be very low. Children who are at all unwell are advised to be at home, and schools and teachers should 

exclude any unwell children who present to school. Any children with undetected symptoms are likely to 

be minimally infectious. 
  
At this point there is no evidence of any school clusters where infections were driven by the student 

population or student introductions. The evidence is reviewed daily and advice will continue to be tailored 

to the evidence. Any change is policy advice will consider the risk to teachers as well as the broader 

community. 
 

 

Adj Clin Prof Brett Sutton 

Victorian Chief Health Officer 

Health Protection Branch 

  
19/03/2020 
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Important Dates in 2020: 
 

MARCH 
 Tue 24: Carnevale @ Bell 

 Fri 27: Summer Sport v Westgarth 

 Fri 27: End of Term Cupcake Stall 

 Fri 27: Kid’s Movie Night 

 Fri 27: Final day Term 1, 2.30pm dismissal 
 

APRIL 
 Tue 14: First day Term 2 

 Wed 15-Fri 17: Gr6 Camp: Marysville - CXLD 

 Sat 25: ANZAC Day 

 Sun 26: Kid’s View Conference (Gr6) 

 Tue 28: 2021 Prep School Tours (9.30am or 5.30pm) 

 Thu 30: 2021 Prep School Tour (9.30am) 
 

MAY 
Tue 5: School Photo Day #1 
Thu 7-Fri 8: Mother’s & Special Person’s Day Stall 
Mon 11: Grandparent’s Day 
Thu 21: School Photos Day #2 
Thu 21: District Cross Country, Bundoora Pk, 12.00-2.30 
Wed 27-Fri 29: Gr5 Camp:  Waratah Bay 
Wed 27-Wed 3: Reconciliation Week 
 

JUNE 
 Wed 3: Division Cross Country, Bundoora Pk, 9.30-12.00 

 Mon 8: Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

 Tue 9: Curriculum Day #4 (student free) 

 Wed 17: Regional Cross Country, Bundoora Park, PM 

 Mon 22-Fri 26: Gr4 Bike Ed Camp:  Maldon 

 Fri 26: Final day Term 2, 2.30pm dismissal 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JULY 
 Mon 13: First day Term 3 

 Wed 15: 2021 Prep School Tour (9.30am) 

 Fri 24: Division Winter Sports Playoff (f/ball + n/ball) 
 

AUGUST 
Thu 7: Trivia Night 
Thu 20: Dist Athletics, Collingwood Harriers, 9.30-3.00 
Fri 28: Wear It Purple Day 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 Thu 3-Fri 4: Father’s & Special Person’s Day Stall 

 Thu 10: Division Athletics, Meadowglen, 9.30-3.00  

 Fri 18: Final day Term 3, 2.30pm dismissal 

 Fri 18: Kid’s Movie Night 
 

OCTOBER 
 Mon 5: First day Term 4 

 Tue 6: Gr1 Swimming #1 

 Wed 7: National Walk/Ride To School Day 

 Wed 7: Regional Athletics, Meadowglen, 9.00-3.30 

 Thu 8: Gr1 Swimming #2 

 Tue 13: Gr1 Swimming #3 

 Thu 15: Gr1 Swimming #4 

 Fri 16: Summer Sport v Fairfield (home) 

 Tue 20: Gr1 Swimming #5 

 Thu 22: Gr1 Swimming #6 

 Fri 23: Summer Sport v Northcote (home) 

 Fri 30: Summer Sport v Penders Grove (away) 
 

NOVEMBER 
 Tue 3: Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

 Nov 6: Summer Sport v Preston  

 Sat 21: Bell PS Fete 
 

DECEMBER 
 Thu 3: International Day for People with a Disability 

 Fri 18: Final day Term 4 

 
 
 
 

From the Office:  Outstanding Payments Reminder  
 

Event Who Amount Due Date Payment Method 
Essential Education Items Prep-6 $280 Sun 16 Feb Qkr! 
 
 
 
 

 

Please contact the office urgently if you are having any issues: 

 making a payment 

 using Qkr! 

 using Compass 
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Cricket Report by Wil & Ryder: 
 

 
 

Recently, 40 students from grade 5 and 6 went to play kanga cricket against other schools. The girls’ B team sadly 
lost all of their games including a very close game against Wales Street where they lost by 10 runs with the scores 
being 83 to 93. They were great sports and did really well all day. 
 
The girls’ A team won two out of their three games and they won their first game 137 to 44. Throughout the day 
they played fairly and to their best. 
 
The boys’ B team won 3 of their 4 games.  They won against Saint Mary's by 79 with the score being 154 to 75.  They 
were great sports and were liked by other teams. 
 
The boys’ A team won all of their 4 games. They won their first game against Wales Street by 79 - the scores were 
179 to 100. They played really well all day and got through to regionals. 
 
All Bell teams did really well and had lots of fun. 
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From the Neurodiversity Team: 
 

 
 

 
  

during the week. 
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From the World’s Greatest Shave Team: 
 

A huge CONGRATULATIONS goes out to our 19 fearless students who shaved their hair in 
support of the ‘World’s Greatest Shave.’ Well done to Paddy Bird, Dorothy King, Remi Nicolazzo, 
Rory Lyall, Jake Croxon, Hector Walshe, Coco Dempster, Scout Ballard, Dominic Fijan, William 
Wagner-Dunford, Lachlan Bird, Hazel King, Oscar Birney, Ben Nadachowski, Milos Stoikovich, 
Ollie Cugley, Harry Brooks, Isaiah Van Cuylenburg and Lily Matijas. 
 
Collectively they raised a whopping $12,500.  
 
Thanks to all the Bell students and parents who made donations and came out to support the cause on Friday 
afternoon, there was a great sense of community in the air. We’d also like to thank our parents and hairdressers 
Daniella Ioannou, Nadia Giuliani, Kim Veale, Yvonne from Brush’n’Co on High St. Preston and Jill from Captain 
Darling Barber Shop on Gilbert Rd for volunteering their time and expertise in speedily shaving our brave students 
hair.  
 
Longer hair was donated to an organisation that makes wigs for patients going through chemotherapy. Shorter hair 
clippings will be transformed into compost and even floating booms to absorb oil spills at sea.  
 
Thanks also to our amazing JSC students and school captains for hosting the event and the students who 
entertained the crowd with their performances. 
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For the Community:  
 

 



School Values:  Creativity, Respect, Resilience, Curiosity, Collaboration P10 
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