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Bell PS Newsletter 22 February 2019 

www.bellps.vic.edu.au bell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au Phone:  9480 5622 

Principal:  David Twite Assistant Principal:  Marg Sneddon 

 

From the Principal:  
 
School Council Vacancies- Calling for Nominations 
The election period has been extended due to an initial lack of interest from the school community. At the end of 
the first nomination period, we had no nominations for the three vacancies. As Executive Officer of the School 
Council, I am extending the nomination period until 4pm next Friday 1 March.   
 

School Council serves a vital governance role with the following key responsibilities in the context of Bell PS: 
 

 Community engagement and wider community connections; 

 Overseeing building and grounds projects including the VSBA $2M refurbish in the main building, the oval 
upgrade and the northern play space; 

 Supporting education and innovation initiatives including digital technologies programs; 

 Improving communication systems across the school; 

 Reviewing  policy and procedures documentation; 

 Overseeing financial matters including cash budgets (short and long term). 
 

For general details about the role of School Council, follow the link:  
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/community/Pages/schoolcouncilsfunction.aspx. 

 

Alternatively, feel free to contact me directly about council elections and related topics regarding school 
governance. 
 

Another way to get involved at the next level down from the role of School Councillor is to join one of the following 
sub-committees or working groups that complete more ‘hands on ‘ work to support school improvement initiatives 
and DET compliance:  
 

 Finance sub-committee - convener Geoff Hollis (treasurer) 

 FUNdraising working group - conveners TBA 

 Education and Innovation sub-committee – convener Andrew Williamson (Grade 4 teacher) 

 Community Engagement – conveners Ken Griffin and Charles Beaton 

 Policy working group – convener TBA 

 Infrastructure sub-committee – Glenn Dunstone 
 

More details about these groups and committees terms of reference will be forth coming soon. 
 
Bell Blitz: Saturday 2 March 
The next blitz on our school grounds is ready and organised by Ken Griffin from School Council and we hope to see 
lots of families getting involved.  The sign-up link for Bell Blitz three is here:  
 

https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/2499170/true#/invitation 
 
Prep/Grade 1 Picnic 
It was wonderful to see a good number of Prep families and some Grade 1 families too at the picnic last night. This  
is one example of the types of initiative the Community Engagement sub-committee are driving to facilitate ways 
to connect our community. The new preps were very proud when showing their classrooms, their learning areas, 
and their work in their books to parents and carers. Thanks to the families who could make it and the Prep and 
Grade 1 teachers for staying back and supporting the event, 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:bell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/community/Pages/schoolcouncilsfunction.aspx
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/2499170/true#/invitation
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Home/School Partnerships 
In the coming weeks there will be some formal ways of linking with your child/ren’s teachers to find out what’s 
planned in the classroom, how they are settling in and developing the best line of communication to support their 
learning throughout the year. 
 

 Information Nights 
A final reminder about Grade Level Information Sessions.  Dates and times are as follows:  
 

Monday 25/2: 

Grade 2  Room 10 5.30-6.30pm 

Tuesday 26/2: 

Preps  Learning Centre 5.30-6.30pm 

Grade 5  Room 14 6.30-7.30pm 

Grade 6  Room 6 6.30-7.30pm 

Wednesday 27/2: 

Grade 3  Room 16 5.30-6.30pm 

Grade 4  Room 20 6.00-7.00pm   

Thursday 28/2: 

Grade 1  Learning Centre 5.30-6.30pm 
 

The presentations will also serve as the term one curriculum overviews for each grade level team. We are planning 

to send home these overviews at the start of each term to give parents/carers deeper insight into what is being 

covered and when.  
 

 1:1 Parent/Teacher Meetings 

Scheduled in Week 7 (Tuesday 12 – Thursday 14 March). Exact dates and times will be published via the online 

booking system early next week on a separate email. This one to one meeting is an opportunity for parents and 

carers to exchange information to support their child’s learning, social and emotional needs, and for teachers to 

provide a snapshot of learning to date.  
 

 Grade level Blogs 

Please click on the EduBlogs which paint a picture of some daily classroom happenings that can foster those 

important conversations about new learnings and other fun activities at school but often don’t get mentioned when 

your child gets home. Access is via the Bell website under the ‘Teaching and Learning’ tab. 

 
We hope families can make time in their busy schedules to attend the relevant meetings and click on the EduBlogs 

from time to time so together, we can strengthen the school/family partnership that research clearly indicates 

influences student progress. 

 
David Twite 
Principal 
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Important Dates 2019… 
 

FEBRUARY 
 Fri 22: Summer Sports #1 v Northcote (away) 

 Mon 25: Gr2 Information Evening, 5.30-630pm, Rm 10 

 Tue 26: Gr4 Swimming #3 

 Tue 26: District Swimming, Northcote Aquatic Centre 

 Tue 26: Prep Information Evening, 5.30-6.30pm, LC 

 Tue 26: Gr5 Information Evening, 6.30-7.30pm, Rm 14 

 Tue 26: Gr6 Information Evening, 6.30-730pm, Rm 6 

 Wed 27: Gr3 Information Evening, 5.30-6.30pm, Rm 16 

 Wed 27: Gr4 Information Evening, 6.00-7.00pm, Rm 20 

 Thu 28: Gr4 Swimming #4 

 Thu 28: Gr1 Information Evening, 5.30-6.30pm, LC 

 Thu 28: School Council Elections 
 

MARCH 
 Fri 1: Summer Sports #2 v Fairfield (home) 

 Sat 2: Bell Blitz 

 Mon 4: Division Swimming, Northcote Aquatic Centre  

 Tue 5: Gr4 Swimming #5 

 Wed 6: Bell Carnevale Parade, 9.05am 

 Thu 7: Gr4 Swimming #6 

 Fri 8: Summer Sports #3 v Preston South (away) 

 Mon 11: Labour Day Public Holiday 

 Tue 12: Parent Teacher Meetings 

 Wed 13: Parent Teacher Meetings 

 Thu 14: Parent Teacher Meetings 

 Thu 14: Cricket Blast, Pastor Doug Nichols Oval 

 Fri 15: Summer Sports #4 v St Josephs (home) 

 Tue 19: Regional Swimming, Watermark, Greensborough 

 Fri 22: Summer Sports #5 v Northcote (home) 

 Fri 22: Silent Disco FUNdraiser 

 Thu 28: New School Council Elected 

 Fri 29: Sausage Sizzle – Northern Playspace Opening tbc 
 

APRIL 
 Tue 2: Health & Human Dev. Information Evening 

 Fri 5: Final Day Term 1 - 2.30pm dismissal 

 Fri 5: Cup Cake Stall FUNdraiser 

 Fri 5: Kid’s Movie Night 

 Tue 23: First Day Term 2 

 Thu 25: ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

 Tue 30: Community Forum and AGM, 7pm 
 

MAY 
 Wed 1: Open Day / School Tours (9.30, 12.30 + 5.30) 

 Wed 8: Curriculum Day #3 (Student Free) 

 Thu 9-Fri 10: Mother’s & Special Person’s Day Stall 

 Fri 17: Photo Day #1 

 Tue 21: Gr3 Swimming #1 

 Tue 28: Gr3 Swimming #2 

 Tue 28: District Cross Country, Bundoora Park 

 Wed 29: Photo Day #2 
 

JUNE 
 Mon 3-Wed 5: Gr6 Waratah Bay Camp 

 Tue 4: Gr3 Swimming #3 

 Wed 5: Division Cross Country, Bundoora Park 

 Wed 5-Fri 7: Gr5 Waratah Bay Camp 

 Mon 10: Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

 Tue 11: Gr3 Swimming #4 

 Tue 18: Gr3 Swimming #5 

 Wed 19: Regional Cross Country, Bundoora Park 

 Mon 24-Wed 26: Gr4 (Group 1) Maldon Camp 

 Tue 25: Gr3 Swimming #6 

 Wed 26-Fri 28: Gr4 (Group 2) Maldon Camp 

 Fri 28: Final Day Term 2 – 2.30pm dismissal 
 

JULY 
 Mon 15: First Day Term 3 

 Wed 24: Curriculum Day #4 (Student Free) 
 

AUGUST 
 Fri 2: Trivia Night 

 Wed 7: District Basketball, Coburg Basketball Stadium  

 Thu 8: Gr2 Swimming #1 

 Thu 15: Gr2 Swimming #2 

 Thu 22: Gr2 Swimming #3 

 Thu 29: Gr2 Swimming #4 

 Thu 29-Fri 30: Father’s & Special Person’s Day Stall 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 Thu 5: Gr2 Swimming #5 

 Mon 9: Gr2 Swimming #6 

 Thu 12: Division Athletics, Meadowglen Athletics Track 

 Fri 20: Final Day Term 3 – 2.30pm dismissal 
 

OCTOBER 
 Mon 7: First Day Term 4 

 Fri 11: Gr1 Swimming #1 

 Mon 14: Gr1 Swimming #2 

 Wed 16: Regional Athletics, Meadowglen Athletics Track 

 Mon 21: Gr1 Swimming #3 

 Mon 28: Gr1 Swimming #4 
 

NOVEMBER 
 Mon 4: Gr1 Swimming #5 

 Tue 5: Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday 

 Fri 8: Gr1 Swimming #6 

 Sat 16: Bell Primary School Fete 
 

DECEMBER 
 Fri 20: Final Day Term 4 
 
 
 

 

  



School Values:  Creativity, Respect, Resilience, Curiosity, Collaboration P4 

From the Office: 
 

CURRENT & OUTSTANDING PAYMENTS 

Just a reminder for you to check that you have paid for 
the following events.  If your child will not be attending 
an event, please advise their teacher or the office. 
Event: Grade: $$$: Payment: 
Swimming Gr4 $110 Office 
Summer Sport Gr6 $25 Office 
District Swimming - - - $20 Qkr! 
 

2019 TIMETABLE (same as last year) 

8.50am Get Ready (Bell) 
9.00am Session One (Bell) 
9.50am Session Two 
10.40am Session Three 
11.30am Eating Time 
11.40am Recess (Bell) 
12.20pm Session Four (Bell) 
1.10pm Session Five 
2.00pm Eating Time 
2.10pm Recess (Bell) 
2.40pm Session Six (Bell) 
3.30pm Home Time (Bell) 
3.45pm End of Yard Duty (Bell) 
 

CAMPS, SPORTS, EXCURSIONS FUND 

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of 
learning opportunities that exist beyond the classroom.  
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure 
that no student will miss out on the opportunity to join 
their classmates for important, educational and fun 
activities.  It is part of making Victoria the Education 
State and the Government’s commitment to breaking 
the link between a student’s background and their 
outcomes. 
 

School camps provide children with inspiring 
experiences in the great outdoors, excursions 
encourage a deeper understanding of how the world 
works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and 
leadership.  All are part of a healthy curriculum. 
 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist 
eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps 
and sporting activities. 
 

If you hold a valid, means-tested concession card, or 
are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for 
CSEF.  A special consideration category also exists for 
asylum seeker and refugee families.   
 

The allowance is paid to the school to use towards 
expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting 
activities for the benefit of your child. 
 

The annual CSEF amount per student is $125 per 
primary school student. 
 

HOW TO APPLY: 
There will be a pink CSEF application form sent home in 
the Parent Pack, or just download the form from 
www.eduction.vic.gov.au/csef. 
 

If you applied for the CSEF in 2018, you do not need to 
complete an application form in 2019 unless there has 
been a change in your family circumstances. 
 

You only need to complete an application form if any of 
the following changes have occurred: 
 

 new student enrolment: your child has started or 
changed schools in 2018, or you did not apply in 
2017; 

 changed family circumstances:  such as a change of 
custody, change of name, concession card number, 
or new siblings commencing at the school in 2018. 

 
 

Medical Alert – Slapped Cheek: 
 

A case of Parvovirus B19 (Slapped Cheek) has been discovered in the prep area.  The correct treatment has already 
been administered, as per the National Health and Medical Research Council Guidelines, to reduce the risk of the 
disease spreading. 
 
People are infectious during the incubation period, which is usually about a week before the rash appears. Once the 
characteristic rash has appeared, the person is no longer contagious. The pink, lace-patterned rash tends to last for 
around one to three weeks, and is made more obvious by exercise, sunlight or hot weather. 
 
If you would like further information, please refer to the following website:   
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/slapped-cheek-disease . 
 
 
 
  

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/slapped-cheek-disease
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Bell FUNdraising: 
 

Silent Disco for Bell Parents 
Come and join fellow Bell parents at an evening Silent Disco in the streets.  This is a 
fundraiser for the school and a chance to celebrate for us all.  Families and non-Bell people 
welcome, but the focus is on Bell mums and dads. 
Date:  Friday 22 March 
Time:  6:30pm - 7:30pm 
Host:  Disko Duk Duk (a Bell dad - the Trivia Night host guy) 
Price:  Normally $25 - use the discount code BELL for $4 off adult tix 
Tix via:  www.gurududu.org - upcoming events - 22 Mar.  Full link below: 

 
https://events.eventzilla.net/e/guru-dudus-silent-disco-walking-tour-of-melbourne--mar-22-2138733626 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bell Blogs: 
 

 

 
  

http://www.gurududu.org/
https://events.eventzilla.net/e/guru-dudus-silent-disco-walking-tour-of-melbourne--mar-22-2138733626
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Bell Carnevale: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bell Blitz 3: 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Please sign up at: https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/2499170/true#/invitation 

https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/2499170/true#/invitation
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From the Bell Wellbeing Team: 
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Community News: 
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 Bell French Club Term 1  
 

Parents of OSHCP children, why not come along and try French Club?  
It’s a fun and effective way to use an hour of your child’s afternoon. 

 

Thursdays:  3.45pm-4.45pm 
 

Give your child a positive head start in language learning. 
 

Jim Callahan : jim.callahan@lcfclubs.com.au : 0432 719 034 
 
 

 
 

AUSTRALIAN GIRL’S CHOIR – FREE TRIAL: 
Look no further than the Australian Girls’ Choir (AGC) because we encourage, challenge and inspire girls as they learn 
to sing, dance and perform. School aged girls are invited to try our fun and inclusive classes and learn more about 
being part of the AGC! Contact us if you would like to attend a free trial class in February.  Phone 9859 6499 or email 
melbourne@aspagroup.com.au. 

 

mailto:jim.callahan@lcfclubs.com.au
mailto:melbourne@aspagroup.com.au
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