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From the Principal:  
 
Wear it Purple Day  
 

A huge congratulations to all the families who participated in this special day by splashing the school with purple. 
Promoting the important themes of diversity and inclusion, in the context of rainbow kids and families, is something 
Bell PS should be proud of. There were many respectful discussions and relevant story books shared to emphasise 
these messages in grades to give our students a greater understanding of the wonderful diversity in our community 
and across our society. Ged Kearney visited some of the classrooms offering her words of wisdom and perspective on 
what ‘Wear it Purple’ (WIP) means for her, and we appreciated her time today supporting the rainbow and LGBTIQA+ 
community. 
 

Whilst WIP day is a symbolic time to acknowledge and support rainbow families, the work educating our students 
continues each week with the Health and Human Development program that is delivering age appropriate lessons on 
a range of related health topics. As the new principal at Bell, it is pleasing to see a quality HHD program delivered by 
staff who are comfortable and confident to increase our students’ understanding in this space. A big part of this 
process is the on-going professional development by Talking the Talk; thanks to two of our parents, Vanessa Hamilton 
and Anne Atcheson, for their expertise and support along the way. 
 

Building Bell 
 

The next phase of Building Bell is well underway with many months of meetings with architects, planning with VSBA 
to analyse and map out the future facilities we need to best deliver the educational outcomes we desire within our 
students, and support a learning community approach. 
 

I am pleased to announce a Community Information Night on Thursday 20 September at 7.00pm in the Learning Centre 
where we can present some detailed plans and images of stage one of our building works. Representatives from 
Maddison Architects and Victorian Schools Building Authority (VSBA) will be on hand to walk through the details of 
this project and the master plan for our future. 
 

Ged’s visit was partly to keep her abreast of our current building project, as well as the long term plans for our school. 
We have invited politicians from all sides to engage with us on the capital works requirements for Bell with many 
positive conversations but no guarantees.  
 

Wellbeing Update 
 

This is a vital aspect of the school that I have had a number of queries about at various times this year. It is something 
we have been reflecting on as a leadership team with a plan to investigate a whole school approach to implement 
sustainable programs in the future. Part of our Curriculum Day next Friday will be designated to student wellbeing to 
give us a deeper insight into what type of model and integrated programs can be introduced to support all students’ 
wellbeing in both a proactive and interventional way. 
 

Meanwhile, we have a wellbeing team who are refining current practices led by Rod Bennett and Xenia Matani. 
Another key person supporting students with particular needs is Maria Tevelis who returns to school next week after 
her long service leave. However, as mentioned in previous newsletters, the grade teacher is always the first staff 
member to approach about wellbeing concerns, as they know your child well and can act as a triage if additional advice 
or support is required. 
 
 

David Twite  
Principal 

 

 

http://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:bell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Vote for Bell Primary School: 
 

Bell Primary School needs your votes to build a much needed sports oval for its students and local community sporting 
groups.  We’ve entered the “Pick My Project’ community grants competition.  We are seeking funds to build a new 
running track and sports oval in the school.  To win, we need your VOTE. 
 

If you live within 5km of Bell PS, then please: 
 

1. Go to www.pickmyproject.vic.gov.au 
2. Sign up and register your location 
3. Search for “Bell Primary School Community Sports Oval” 
4. VOTE FOR BELL!! 

 

Note: you need to short-list three projects in order to vote. Make sure one of them is the Bell PS community sports 
oval.  Apart from benefiting the children, the sports oval will be used by the Darebin Falcons for soccer clinics and 
training, and will be available for broader community use. 
 

Please VOTE and share this with everyone in the Bell community and areas surrounding the school. 

 

Important Dates: 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 Mon 3: Student-Led Conferences (gr1) 

 Tue 4: Student-Led Conferences (preps, gr2, 34M, 4, 5, 6) 

 Wed 5: Student-Led Conferences (gr3) 

 Wed 5: Gr 5/6 Dromkeen Excursion 

 Thu 6: Gr 2 Swimming #5, Northcote Aquatic Centre 

 Thu 6: Final Day for Book  Drive Donations 

 Fri 7: Final Day for Premiers Reading Challenge 

 Fri 7: Curriculum Day (Student-Free Day) 

 Mon 10: Gr 2 Swimming #6, Northcote Aquatic Centre 

 Mon 10: District Athletics, Collingwood Harriers Track 

 Fri 14: Basketball Comp., 10am, Preston West PS 

 Fri 14: Fundraising Meeting, MPR1, 9am-10am 

 Fri 14: NO STANLEY LUNCH ORDERS TODAY 

 Thu 20: Building Bell Info Night, 7pm, Learning Centre 

 Fri 21: NO STANLEY LUNCH ORDERS TODAY 

 Fri 21: Final Day Term Three, 2.30pm dismissal 

OCTOBER 
Mon 8: First Day of Term 4 
Fri 12: NO STANLEY LUNCH ORDERS TODAY 
Fri 12: G6 Interschool Sports #1: Fairfield (Home) 
Fri 19: G6 Interschool Sports #2: Northcote (Home) 
Fri 27: G6 Interschool Sports #3: Penders Grove (Away) 
 

NOVEMBER 
Fri 2: G6 Interschool Sports #4: Preston South (Away) 
Tue 6: Melbourne Cup Day 
Thu 8: Bell Writer’s Festival 2018 
Fri 16: Bell PS 90th Anniversary Celebrations 
 

DECEMBER 
Fri 21: Final Day of Term 4, 1.30pm dismissal 
 

 

Out of the Office: 
 

CURRENT OUTSTANDING PAYMENTS 
Just a reminder for you to check that you have paid for 
the following events, as there are still outstanding 
payments due.  If your child will not be attending an 
event, please advise their teacher or the office.  
 

Event: Grade: $$: Payment: 

 Books & Requisites:  Gr P-6 ($270) Qkr! 

 Dromkeen Gr 4 ($25) Office 

 Dromkeen Gr 5+6 ($25) Qkr! 

 District Athletics Gr 4-6 ($20) Qkr! 
 

 

If the event has already been removed from Qkr!, you 
can always pay by credit card at the office or over the 
phone, or send in a cash payment. 

 
 
 

2019 PREP ENROLMENTS 
 

Just a reminder for parents planning to enrol 
their child into prep next year to collect a 
Student Enrolment Form from the office.   

 

Please complete the form, attached a copy of 
the Birth Certificate and Immunisation Report, 

and return to Bell.  Thank you. 

 

 
 

http://www.pickmyproject.vic.gov.au/
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SMS ALERTS FOR UNEXPLAINED ABSENCES: 
 

A new requirement for all Victorian Government 
schools is to follow up every unexplained student 
absence each morning.  To facilitate this new process, 
Bell PS will be sending automated SMS alerts to parents 
and/or carers of any student marked by their teacher as 
an “unexplained absence” on that morning.   
 

The SMS will advise you of your child’s unexplained 
absence from school, and ask you to reply immediately 
with one of the following explanations only:  

unwell 
medical appointment 
dental appointment 

family holiday 
parent choice. 

If we do not receive a response from you, we are 
required to follow up with your Emergency Contacts. 
 

To avoid receiving an unnecessary SMS from us, or your 
Emergency Contacts being notified, please advise the 
school ASAP if your child/ren will be absent.  Your 
notification can be in the form of an email sent direct to 
the office and your child/ren’s teacher, or a quick phone 
call to the office. 
 

If you receive an unwarranted SMS alert, please 
respond anyway.  It may take time for this new process 
to work smoothly.  Thank you. 
 
 

 
 

Bell Writer’s Festival: 
 

You don’t want to miss this….. 
SAVE THE DATE – Thursday 8 November 2018! 

 

 Late afternoon: Community Assembly –details to follow… 

 3:30pm to 7:00pm: Explore classrooms and see STUDENT POETRY from all year levels. 
 

THE WRITER’S FESTIVAL STUDENT LEADERS! 
 

 
 

Meet Kiam, Ella, Lani, Ani, Charlotte, Quinn, Jo and Alice!!! (NB: Sunday was absent for this photo).  We are 
the Student Leaders supporting and leading the festival behind the scenes. Our roles include: 

 

 Publicity:  newsletter ads and website blog 
updates.  Please check the Bell Writers Festival 
Blog: http://bellwritersfestival.global2.vic.edu.au/ 

 Festival logo design 

 Co-hosting the Writer’s Festival Assembly 
 

http://bellwritersfestival.global2.vic.edu.au/
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Bell Primary Book Drive:  
 

 
 

Give your outgrown books a new home!  Our Junior 

School Council have organised a book drive to 

freshen up the class libraries.  This will start on 

Monday 20 August (first day of Book Week), and 

will continue for three weeks, until Thursday 6 

September.  Please drop off the books in the 

labelled box at the office foyer. 

 

 

YES : NO : 
Story books  Colouring/Activity books 

Picture books  Text books/ Encyclopaedias 

Rhyming books  Musty/Damaged books 

Alphabet books 

Chapter books 

Novels 

Premier’s Reading Challenge: 
 
Just a reminder that the Premiers' Reading Challenge finishes on Friday 7 September. All books need to be 
entered on line by this day so they can be verified and counted towards this year's Challenge.   
 

Yours in reading,  
Karen Elsbury 
 

Macca’s Trip to Zero Waste: 
 
Odd food suppliers:  Did you know that Aussies throw out $8 billion of edible food each year? If you think 
that's a lot you’ll be shocked to know that supermarkets throw out every banana that doesn't have a blunted 
butt end or every pear that doesn’t have cinnamon brown russeting, yellowish flesh. All this food waste is 
also causing greenhouse gasses and contributing to global warming.  
 
So how can we help?  You can help at home by putting pressure 
on the supermarkets to lift their strict standards on fruit and veg.  
You can also buy from stores that sell odd foods that don’t fit in 
with the standards like other stores.  You can order your odd 
food at these online odd fruit and veg stores: 
 
https://www.realfoodgrocer.com.au/  
https://www.aussiefarmers.com.au/  
https://www.harrisfarm.com.au/  
https://ceres.org.au 
 
Together lets hug the environment! 
Alice Macleod, 4G 
  

https://www.realfoodgrocer.com.au/
https://www.aussiefarmers.com.au/
https://www.harrisfarm.com.au/
https://ceres.org.au/
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Fundraising News: 
 

Fathers’ and Special Grown Ups’ Day Stall 
 

A major thank you to everyone involved in the stall.   
Hats off to all the crafters – the array of goodies 
was absolutely beautiful and the kids were 
enchanted!   Also a big thank you to everyone who 
volunteered on the stall, and thank you to Eloise for 
the poster artwork. 
 

Our combined efforts raised over $5,800. 
 

Finally – it was all thanks to Allison, Bridget and 
Brodie – the amazing people who brought you this 
event !  
 

Happy Father’s Day to all – we hope you enjoy your 
Bell homemade gifts. 
 

‘Our Future Selves’ - Tote Bags!!   
 

The students have been very busy in art drawing 
sketches of what they would like to be when they 
grow up!! Bell Fundraising have turned these 
sketches into artwork which will be printed onto 
tote bags.  Each class has their own unique artwork. 
 

Tote bag order forms will be out soon – keep an eye 
out next week. 
 

Funds raised from Tote Bags will help pay for the 
new air conditioner in the art room.  
 

Mango Boxes 
 

Bell will be doing the Mango 
fundraiser in Term 4, with 
fresh mangoes direct from 
North Queensland.  We will be selling them for $26 
per tray with delivery during the week of 10 
December.  Order forms will go out week 1 of Term 
4 and will need to be returned by 26 October.  
Contact Kate James for any queries: 
katejames.au@bigpond.com or 0416 079 848. 

Seeking new Bell Fundraising Convener 
 
Hi Bell Community,  
 
It's almost time for me to step down as the Bell 
Fundraising Convenor... It's been a blast and I've 
had the chance to meet some awesome people, but 
it would be great to have a fresh approach for 2019.  
 
We have an amazing fundraising team. The event 
captains are so well organized and super 
committed .... pretty much everyone is hanging 
around to run their event again next year.  
 
The convening role is mostly about assisting the 
event captains, coordinating communications, and 
keeping the yearly plan on track.  
 
I'll still be involved - having a lot of fun with trivia 
night and the tote bags - but would love to have 
someone on board for a Term 4 hand over.  
 
Email me at bellpsfundraising@gmail.com 
 
Cheers, Tash 
 

Bell Fundraising Calendar 
 

 Fundraising Meeting: Friday 14 September, 9am 
-10am, Multi-Purpose Room 1 

 Tote bags!!!! – Order forms coming soon. 

 Mango Boxes – Orders open at the beginning of 
Term 4.  

 
 
Cheers, 
Bell FUNdraising 
 
 

 

Basketball Win: 
 
The boys basketball team has done exceptionally well and are progressing to the next 
game. They played 'Our Lady of the Way' and won comfortably. The boys demonstrated 
excellent team work and consistency, which helped when the opposition were trying to 
make a comeback. Congratulations to Ben, Connor, Sean, Joe, Tom, Finn, Josh and 
Charlie on this fantastic effort! The boys will now play Preston West PS on Friday 14 
September, which will determine if they go to Regionals.  Rebecca Foulds, PE 

mailto:katejames.au@bigpond.com
mailto:bellpsfundraising@gmail.com
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Wellbeing: 
 
Health and Human Development Lessons Have Started! 
 

This week, all grades at Bell Primary had their first lesson on health and sexuality education. The lessons 
have been well-received by students and the feedback from teachers is how impressed they are with the 
level of respectful language and focus on the tasks. Please remember to keep the conversation going at 
home and ask your child/ren about what they talked about at school. Students of all year levels have been 
asked to think of responsible adults who they can share their feelings and thoughts with or ask questions. 
The message is Talk Soon. Talk Often! 
 
National Child Protection Week 
 

NAPCAN (National Association for Prevention of Child abuse and Neglect) have a wonderful website to help 
families to talk about respectful relationships at home with fantastic resources.  NAPCAN invites you to get 
involved with National Child Protection Week this year (2nd - 8th September) and play your part in creating 
safe and nurturing environments for all Australian children.  
 

These conversations and normalising of language are important so that all children feel safe and secure to 
share and understand the complex world we live in. The key message is Education! Education! Education! 
 
Thank you, 
Paul (5/6O), Sam (3B), Sarah (5/6F), Vanessa & Anne 
Health and Human Development Team 
 

Grade 1+2 Art Club: 
 
This term Chelsea and Xenia are opening the art room on 
Fridays during the second break to do an Art Club with 
Grade 1 and 2 students. The club is a great way for students 
to create more art outside their structured weekly art 
lesson. The club also allows students to form friendships 
with students from other classes. The club is capped at 25 
students, but once each project finishes a new group of 25 
students can start. The students are currently creating some 
beautiful toucan artworks using paper plates, tissue paper 
and paint. Keep an eye out on the arts blog for photos of the 
finished toucans!    http://bellpsarts.global2.vic.edu.au  
 

Chelsea and Xenia 
 

Melbourne Youth Orchestra Summer School Program 2019: 
 

The Melbourne Youth Orchestras have just launched their 2019 Summer School Program, 
supported by the Victorian Department of Education and Training. MYO's week-long 
Summer school offers many opportunities for young musicians aged 7 and up, from 
beginner to advanced levels. The full Summer School program can be explored via their 
website - myo.org.au. Applications are now open online and close Friday 7 September 
2018. 
 
 

http://bellpsarts.global2.vic.edu.au/
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Senior Vocal Ensemble on Arts Centre Melbourne Website: 
 

The Senior Vocal Ensemble from Bell Primary School is the first school choir to feature in the Australian Music 
Vault (AMV) Choir project! If you've been to The Arts Centre Melbourne recently you might have noticed the 
new permanent exhibition - the Australian Music Vault - which celebrates the achievements of Australian 
pop and rock music. There's Kylie, Barnesy, Split Enz (ok, not Australian), their instruments, songlists and 
stories. In addition to the exhibition, the AMV has developed special education resources for schools to use 
to promote singing and Australian music. Bell Primary is one of the first schools in the country to make the 
most of this amazing opportunity.  
 

Using the AMV resources, the Senior Vocal Ensemble rehearsed and performed "Diamonds" by Sia. Their 
performance was excellent, so good in fact that The Arts Centre Melbourne has featured it on their website! 
This is an exciting opportunity for our students to make real-world connections with their learning and 
showcase their talents to a wider audience. Check it out for yourself! Please visit the following link to view 
the amazing performance:   https://www.australianmusicvault.com.au/learn/amv-choir 
 

Northcote High School Concert Band Performance: 
 

Last week, Bell Primary students were treated to a very special performance from the Northcote High School 
Concert Band. Made up of Grade 7 and 8 students (and some ex-Bell students), these kids did an amazing 
job and also taught us a bit about some of the instruments in this band. Thanks NHS! 
 

    
 

 

https://www.australianmusicvault.com.au/learn/amv-choir
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Friday Lunch Orders via Stanley: 
 

Please note that there will be NO STANLEY LUNCH ORDERS on the following three Fridays:         
14 & 21 September and 12 October.  Friday lunch orders will be back to normal from Friday 19 
October.  Happy Days! 
 

Community Information:  
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