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From the Principal: 
 
Curriculum Days for 2020 
School Council have approved the four Curriculum Days for 2020 enabling families to plan well ahead of time. The 
following dates are now scheduled for staff professional learning and collaborative planning and therefore students 
will not attend school: 
 

 Tuesday 28 January:  State-wide pupil free day for collaborative team planning and covering of DET 
requirements in OHS and Child Safety; 

 Wednesday 29 January:  Professional learning focused on 2020 priority areas; 

 Wednesday 11 March:   Professional learning on the domains of Engagement and Stamina as part of 

the Berry Street Educational Model (BSEM); 

 Tuesday 9 June:   The final professional learning day on the Resilience domain as part of the 

BESM which supports our whole school approach to student wellbeing. 
 

The dates for the Berry Street sessions have been selected after negotiating with the three other organisations who 

are also involved being Newlands PS, St Joseph the Worker PS and the availability of the Berry Street presenters. 

There were many factors to take into account by the three schools, including existing commitments and finding 

common dates where all staff from the three schools could attend. 

  
Step-Up Sessions Continue 
Step-up Session One has been and gone with children embracing the higher level work and challenges of a new 
room and a different mix of their peers. These groups were randomly selected and do not necessarily reflect the 
grade combinations for next year. We recognise it is a mixed experience for students, and we ask for your support 
to keep the positive talk up if your child is unsure about the changes to a new grade in the near future. This can be 
done whilst still acknowledging the apprehension they might be feeling as being a natural thing when something 
new is on the horizon. 
 

The second Step-Up Session is next Tuesday 3 December, with new randomly selected groups working with the 
2019 teachers from that year level again. Step-Up Session Three is the following week when each child is grouped 
with their 2020  grade and teacher for a ‘getting to know you’ session. 
 
Community Drop Off / Pick Up 
A Community Drop Off basket has been set up under the table in the foyer for parents who arrange to leave 
inexpensive items for collection by other parents.  It is not feasible for the Admin Office to act as a go-between, 
especially for money exchanges or other expensive items. 
 
Student Reporting Survey 
A reminder that parents and carers have one more week to provide feedback on our reporting processes via an 
online survey which has been organised by Assistant Principal, Emma Heywood, and Data Leader, Toby Russo.  Scroll 
down to page 2 for more details. 
 
Italian Recital 
Signora Elyssa has been working with each grade to prepare them for the up-coming Italian Poetry Recital; scroll 
down to page three for more details. This Recital is not designed as an open classroom activity, meaning it is a 
student only event. It will be an informal, grade-based assessment activity that provides every student an 
opportunity to show their Italian oral language progression in an engaging way.  
 
David Twite  
Principal 
  

http://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
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Important Dates: 
 
 

DECEMBER 
 Fri 29: Scholastic Book Club Orders Close @ midnight! 

 Tue 3: Step-Up Session #2 

 Wed 4: Gr5 Art/Humanities @ Coburg HS 

 Mon 2-Fri 6: Selected Gr4+5 Woorabinda Camp 

 Fri 6: Parent Survey closes 

 Mon 9: MANGOES to arrive sometime this week!!! TBA 

 Tue 10: Step-Up Session #3 

 Tue 10: Year 7 Orientation Day 

 Wed 11: End of Year Violin Concert, LC, 6pm 

 Thu 12: End of Year Funky Glee Concert, LC, 6pm 

 Fri 13: End of Year PMI Concert, MPR1, 11.40am  

 Fri 13: Icy Pole Fundraiser @ 2.10pm 
 Wed 18: Gr6 Graduation, Preston Town Hall, from 5.30pm 

 Thu 19: School Council Meeting, 7pm 

 Thu 19: Gr6 Big Day Out – Luna Park 

 Fri 20: Final Day Term 4 
 
 

2020 RETURN TO SCHOOL DATES: 
Grades 1-6:  Thursday 30 January 

Grade Preps (Group A): Friday 31 January 
Grade Preps (Group B): Monday 3 February 

All Grades (inc. All Preps): Tuesday 4 February 
 

 
 

Parent Survey – Reporting Processes: 
 

Dear Parent and Carers,  
 

We are undertaking a review of our formal reporting cycle that informs parents and carers about their child's 
learning. Part of this process is asking the parent/carer community, as well as teachers and students, for their 
feedback. Currently we offer a number of whole- school formal reporting processes for parents to share in their 
child’s learning journey, including Information Night & 'Getting to Know You' Parent/Teacher Interviews, Semester 
Reports and Student Led Conferences. We would appreciate hearing your feedback in relation to these processes. 
This information is vital for our review and, alongside information gathered from our staff and students, will help 
guide the direction of our formal reporting in 2020.  
 

Parents and carers can provide this feedback by clicking the following link: bit.ly/bellreporting2019. The survey will 
remain open until Friday 6 December. 
 

Thank you for taking the time to complete the survey, we appreciate your input.  
 

Emma Heywood & Toby Russo 
 

Scholastic Book Club – Last Chance to Order: 
 

You have until midnight tonight!!!   Don’t miss out. 
 

 

http://bit.ly/bellreporting2019


Italian Poetry Recital: 
 

 
  



From the Fundraising Team: 
 

MANGO UPDATE 

Mangoes are scheduled to arrive the week of 9th December – keep an eye out in 

the Newsletter and on Compass for updates on collection dates and times. 

 
 

ICY POLE DAY IS NEARLY HERE! 

More details to come – but we are looking for some parent 

volunteers to assist with selling the Icy Poles on the day.  If 

you can spare a few hours on Friday 13 December, please sign 

up below:  

https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/3036633/false#/invitation 

 

 

 

For the Community: 
 

 
Please register at www.salon.gallery 

 

https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/3036633/false#/invitation
http://www.salon.gallery/


 


