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From the Principal… 

 
90th Anniversary Celebrations 
A reminder for everyone about the up-coming 
celebrations for our 90th birthday event on Friday 16 
November; the general outline is: 
 
Bell PS – Past, Present and Future:  1.00-3.30pm  

 Bell Inquiry displays and video;  

 School tours for past students and teachers visiting 
the school; 

 Afternoon tea provided;   

 Special dignitaries have been contacted. 

 

General invitations for past students and teachers to 
attend the afternoon session have been sent via 
Facebook, the local newspaper, and a flyer on our 
website, but word of mouth is a powerful way to get 
the message out. If you have any connections to past 
Bell people, please let them know about this special 
event. Ideally, RSVPs are requested via the school 
email or phone by next Friday 9 November.   

 
90 Year Community Event:  4.30-7.30pm 

 Performances by the 5/6 Rock Band, Senior Vocal 

Ensemble, Disco Duk Duk community dance and 

Hell’s Bells (teacher band) on the Stage facing the 

south oval; 

 Food trucks, coffee and ice-cream vans; 

 Families to bring picnic blankets and BYO food, or 

utilise the  food vans; 

 Speeches, announcements about Bell;  

 Music, dancing and time to mingle with friends.  

 

We hope we see lots of families joining in our 

celebrations and building on the Bell community spirit. 

 

Bell Writer’s Festival 
Less than a week to this year’s literacy showcase being 
the poetry festival next Thursday. It starts at 2.30pm 
with the special assembly, and follows with an open 
house where parents, carers and extended family 
members can wander through the rooms reading and 
marvelling at the poetry displays in action throughout 
the school. 
 
 
 
 
 

Prep Transition Starting 
Next Wednesday we start the four week transition 
program for 2019 prep students and their families.  
The team, led by Joy O’Neill, has been communicating 
regularly with the families and we are anticipating a 
positive outcome for everyone involved. 
 
Other elements of the transition program for the 
remainder of the school will continue over the next 
five weeks, with more details to come in future 
newsletters and bulletins as we work through this 
collective process. An overview of the transition 
process was published in last week’s newsletter. 
 
Melbourne Cup Day Holiday  
Even though next Tuesday is a public holiday, Monday 
is still a regular school day here at Bell.  However, if 
you are planning to be away on the Monday for 
whatever reason, early notification to the school 
would be greatly appreciated 
 
David Twite 
Principal 
 

Bell Blitz 2… 
 
If you’ve done the drop-off or pick-up on the North 
end of the school you’ll see that the grounds are 
looking so much better, safer and functional.  The kids 
have also been enjoying the changes this week. 
 
This doesn't happen by chance - more than 40 parents, 
plenty of kids and a number of teachers got involved.  
Thank you to everyone who lent a hand. 
 
Repairs and improvements happen at Bell PS in one of 
four ways.  Through the school handyman, scheduled 
maintenance, working bees and emergency repairs.  
We receive approximately 20 cents per square metre 
to maintain the grounds of Bell PS.  It only covers the 
basics so the Bell Blitz helps us get ahead of 
maintenance issues. 
 
Thanks once again to everyone who got involved.  It's 
made a great difference and we look forward to 
getting more Bell families involved in the next Blitz in 
2019. 
 
Ken, Emma and David 
The Bell Blitz Team 
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Important Dates 2018 & 2019… 
 

NOVEMBER 
 Fri 2: G6 Interschool Sports #4: Preston South (Away) 

 Mon 5: G1 Swimming #5, Northcote Aquatic Centre 

 Tue 6: Melbourne Cup Day 

 Wed 7: Prep Transition #1 (S1 9.10-10.10; S2 10.30-11.30) 

 Wed 7: Building Bell Meeting, Merri Clan @ 7.30pm 

 Thu 8: Bell Writer’s Festival 2018, from 2.30pm 

 Thu 8: Gr2 & Gr4 Gabrielle Wang Incursions 

 Mon 12: 3F Map Project Arts Perf. at Assembly @ 9am 

 Fri 9: G1 Swimming #6, Northcote Aquatic Centre 

 Wed 14: Prep Transition #2 (S1 9.10-10.0; S2 10.30-11.30) 

 Fri 16: Bell PS 90th Anniversary Celebrations 

 Mon 19: 3S Map Project Arts Perf. at Assembly @9am 

 Wed 21: Prep Transition #3 (S1 9.10-10.10; S2 10.30-11.30) 

 Wed 21: Triathlon, N/cote Aquatic Centre, 9am-12.30 

 Wed 21: Bell Arts Film Evening, 3.30-6.30pm 
 Thu 22: School Council Meeting @ 7pm 

 Thu 22: Building Bell Meeting, Merri Clan @ 7.30pm 

 Fri 23: Prep to Gr3 Mini Aths Morning, South Oval 

 Sat 24: Election Day Stalls 

 Wed 28: Prep Transition #4 (S1 9.10-10.10; S2 10.30-11.30) 
 

DECEMBER 
 Thu 13: School Council Meeting @ 7pm 

 Tue 18: Grade 6 Graduation Ceremony, tbc 

 Thu 20: G6 Celebration– Luna Park Big Day Out 

 Fri 21: Final Day Term Four, 1.30pm dismissal 
 

JANUARY 2019 
 Thu 31: First Day Term One:  Grades 1-6 
 

FEBRUARY 2019 
 Fri 1: First Day Term One:  Preps (Group A only) 

 Mon 4: First Day Term One:  Preps (Group B only) 
 
 

Bell Writer’s Festival 
Thursday 8 November 

 

Assembly and Opening Ceremony: 

2.30pm 

Poetry Exhibition around the 

School : 

3.30pm - 7.00pm 

 

Dress up as your favourite poet – 

there will be prizes for the best 

costumes!  We look forward to seeing 

you at this exciting event. 

 

See our Writer’s Festival Blog at : 

http://bellwritersfestival.global2.vic.edu.au/ 

Building Bell Update… 
 
It’s been another busy week at Building Bell HQ. 
 

The extent to which school building funding is unfairly 
allocated has been exposed in the media 
(https://www.theage.com.au/politics/victoria/the-
winners-and-losers-in-the-pre-election-education-
funds-race-20181027-p50ccs.html), and backed up by 
our internal data analysis, (posted on the Building Bell 
Facebook, 30 October). 
 

This week also marked the anniversary of the 
Government's $2 million funding commitment to our 
school. This money has funded developing our master 
plan and will repair and improve our original school 
building. There is an outstanding $11 million to fully 
fund the master plan.  At their school visit, James 
Merlino and Jenny Mikakos committed to delivering 
the full plan - we need to ensure they keep their 
promise! 
 

With a few weeks until the State election, this should 
compel us to keep advocating for the funding we 
need! Better school facilities will benefit all our kids, 
staff and the broader community. 
 

The Building Bell meeting next week has been 
rescheduled to Wednesday 7 November (at the Merri 
Clan), to avoid clashing with the Bell Writers Festival. 
 
 
 

Remembrance Day Poppy Appeal… 
 

Our local RSL has once again delivered a 
selection of Remembrance Day tokens to 
purchase as a donation to the 2018 Poppy 
Appeal.  The items are priced $2, $3, $4 & 
$5 and will be available to purchase from 
the office.  For more information, please 
see poppyappeal.com.au . 

 
 
 

RSPCA Appeal… 
 
Hi, I’m Phoebe from 34M.  I am helping save animals 
as part of my i-time.  You can help too by donating old 
dog toys, mats, etc, in the box in the office foyer, or 
spare coins in the box on the office 
counter. 
 

I will collect them all on Friday 23 
November and take them to the RSPCA. 
 

I would appreciate that.  Thank you. 
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