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Principal:  David Twite Assistant Principal:  Marg Sneddon 

 

From the Principal:  
 

School Council Elections 
The results for the elections have been declared with the following 3 candidates elected for the next 2 years: 

Meaghan Block 
Susan Godfrey 
Amber Griffiths 

I am looking forward to working with the new Councillors who will clearly strengthen the expertise and perspectives 
of the 2019 council.  
 

I would like to acknowledge the candidates who were not successful and hope they remain active around the school 
in other ways; Andrew, Cameron, Nadia and Nina are great examples of the wide range of skill sets and talents 
within our school community who can offer a great deal to the long term improvement agenda of Bell PS.  
 

Bell Blitz 3 
Many thanks to the group of dedicated ‘Bell Blitzers’ last Saturday who made some significant inroads into the long 
list of maintenance jobs around the school grounds. Some of the works included: 

 Lots of gardening, mainly around the North end of the school plus some tidying up in the front area near the 
butterfly garden 

 Some TLC for the fruit trees in various parts of the school 

 Spreading of some free mulch we obtained adjacent to the new Northern PlaySpace to further reduce the dust 
areas 

 Tidying up mulch and leaves around the south end  play equipment and the shelter shed 

 Upgrading the pathways around the portables eliminating the trip hazards with 7.5 cubic metres of Lilydale 
topping 

 Painting more of the steps and landings for the many double portable classrooms we have on site.  
 
 
 
 Before Bell Blitz 2 and 3  After Bell Blitz  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are still a number of portables that need sprucing up with the green and yellow safety paints.  This can be 
done anytime (weekends or up-coming school holidays) if parents/carers have a few spare hours.  Speak to Tania 
in the office, or me, to make arrangements. The following rooms still need that sand and paint to freshen them up 
and make them completely safe during the wet winter – let’s not wait until the next Blitz to finish the job! 
 

 Rooms 6 & 7 (6E + 6F) 

 Rooms 12 & 13 (3F + 2M) 

 Rooms 16 & 17 (3W + 3G) 
 

A huge thanks to Ken Griffin for his logistical brilliance and motivation in co-ordinating another highly successful 
Bell Blitz. 
 

David Twite -  Principal 

http://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:bell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Important Dates 2019… 
 

MARCH 
 Sun 17-Sat 23: Harmony Week 

 Fri 22: National Ride2School Day 

 Fri 22: Summer Sports #5 v Northcote (home) 

 Fri 22: Silent Disco FUNdraiser 

 Thu 28: New School Council Elected 

 Fri 29: World’s Greatest Shave, 3pm-4pm 
 

APRIL 
 Tue 2: Talking the Talk, Parent Info Evening, 7.30-900pm 

 Fri 5: Final Day Term 1 - 2.30pm dismissal 

 Fri 5: Cup Cake Stall FUNdraiser 

 Tue 23: First Day Term 2 

 Thu 25: ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

 Tue 30: Community Forum and AGM, 7pm 
 

MAY 
 Wed 1: Open Day / School Tours (9.30, 12.30 + 5.30) 

 Fri 3: Gr6 Winter Sport v Penders Grove (away) 

 Wed 8: Curriculum Day #3 (Student Free) 

 Thu 9-Fri 10: Mother’s & Special Person’s Day Stall 

 Fri 10: Gr6 Winter Sport v Holy Spirit (away) 

 Fri 17: Photo Day #1  

 Fri 17: Gr6 Winter Sport v Northcote (home) 

 Tue 21: Gr3 Swimming #1 

 Fri 24: Gr6 Winter Sport v St Marys (home) 

 Tue 28: Gr3 Swimming #2 

 Tue 28: District Cross Country, Bundoora Park 

 Wed 29: Photo Day #2 

 Fri 31: Gr6 Winter Sport v Wales Street (home) 
 

JUNE 
 Mon 3-Wed 5: Gr6 Waratah Bay Camp 

 Tue 4: Gr3 Swimming #3 

 Wed 5: Division Cross Country, Bundoora Park 

 Wed 5-Fri 7: Gr5 Waratah Bay Camp 

 Fri 7: Gr6 Winter Sport v Preston South (away) 

 Mon 10: Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

 Tue 11: Gr3 Swimming #4 

 Fri 14: Gr6 Winter Sport v Fairfield (home) 

 Tue 18: Gr3 Swimming #5 

 Wed 19: Regional Cross Country, Bundoora Park 

 Fri 21: Gr6 Winter Sport v Thornbury (away) 

 Mon 24-Wed 26: Gr4 (Group 1) Maldon Camp 

 Tue 25: Gr3 Swimming #6 

 Wed 26-Fri 28: Gr4 (Group 2) Maldon Camp 

 Fri 28: Final Day Term 2 – 2.30pm dismissal 

 Fri 28: Kid’s Movie Night 
 

JULY 
 Mon 15: First Day Term 3 

 Wed 24: Curriculum Day #4 (Student Free) 
 

AUGUST 
 Fri 2: Trivia Night 

 Wed 7: District Basketball, Coburg Basketball Stadium  

 Thu 8: Gr2 Swimming #1 

 Thu 15: Gr2 Swimming #2 

 Mon 19: District Athletics, Collingwood Harriers Track 

 Mon 19-Fri 23: Book Week 

 Thu 22: Gr2 Swimming #3 

 Thu 29: Gr2 Swimming #4 

 Thu 29-Fri 30: Father’s & Special Person’s Day Stall 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 Thu 5: Gr2 Swimming #5 

 Mon 9: Gr2 Swimming #6 

 Thu 12: Division Athletics, Meadowglen Athletics Track 

 Fri 20: Final Day Term 3 – 2.30pm dismissal 
 

OCTOBER 
 Mon 7: First Day Term 4 

 Fri 11: Gr1 Swimming #1 

 Sat 12: Bell Blitz #4 

 Mon 14: Gr1 Swimming #2 

 Wed 16: Regional Athletics, Meadowglen Athletics Track 

 Mon 21: Gr1 Swimming #3 

 Mon 28: Gr1 Swimming #4 
 

NOVEMBER 
 Mon 4: Gr1 Swimming #5 

 Tue 5: Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday 

 Fri 8: Gr1 Swimming #6 

 Sat 16: Bell Primary School Fete 

 Wed 20: Triathlon, Northcote Aquatic Centre 

 Tue 29: Regional Basketball, Mill Park Stadium 
 

DECEMBER 
 Fri 20: Final Day Term 4 
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From the Office: 
 

CURRENT & OUTSTANDING PAYMENTS 

Just a reminder for you to check that you have paid for 
the following events.  If your child will not be attending 
an event, please advise their teacher or the office. 
Event: Grade: $$$: Payment: 
2019 Books & Requisites Preps $294 Qkr! 
2019 Books & Requisites Gr1-6 $270 Qkr! 
Summer Sport Gr6 $25 Office 
District Swimming - $20 Office 
 

2019 TIMETABLE 

8.50am Get Ready (Bell) 
9.00am Session One (Bell) 
9.50am Session Two 
10.40am Session Three 
11.30am Eating Time 
11.40am Recess (Bell) 
12.20pm Session Four (Bell) 
1.10pm Session Five 
2.00pm Eating Time 
2.10pm Recess (Bell) 
2.40pm Session Six (Bell) 
3.30pm Home Time (Bell) 
3.45pm End of Yard Duty (Bell) 
 

DAILY SMS NOTIFICATIONS 

Continuing on with last year’s procedure, if your child 
has been marked absent (unexplained) by their teacher 
first thing in the morning, an automated SMS will be 
sent to parents’ phones.  All that is required is a one 
word response, eg: unwell, holiday, parent choice, etc. 
 

If we do not hear back within a short amount of time, 
we are required by DET to begin contacting the 
student’s Emergency Contacts. 
 

To avoid receiving an SMS, please either: 

 email both the office (bell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au) 
AND their teacher advising your son or daughter will 
be absent and a very brief reason; 

OR 

 phone the office (from 8.15 am). 
 

CAMPS, SPORTS, EXCURSIONS FUND  (CSEF) 

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of 
learning opportunities that exist beyond the classroom.  
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure 
that no student will miss out on the opportunity to join 
their classmates for important, educational and fun 
activities.  It is part of making Victoria the Education 
State and the Government’s commitment to breaking 
the link between a student’s background and their 
outcomes. 
 

School camps provide children with inspiring 
experiences in the great outdoors, excursions 
encourage a deeper understanding of how the world 
works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and 
leadership.  All are part of a healthy curriculum. 
 

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist 
eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps 
and sporting activities. 
 

If you hold a valid, means-tested concession card, or 
are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for 
CSEF.  A special consideration category also exists for 
asylum seeker and refugee families.   
 

The allowance is paid to the school to use towards 
expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting 
activities for the benefit of your child. 
 

The annual CSEF amount per student is $125 per 
primary school student. 
 

HOW TO APPLY: 
There will be a pink CSEF application form sent home in 
the Parent Pack, or just download the form from 
www.eduction.vic.gov.au/csef. 
 

If you applied for the CSEF in 2018, you do not need to 
complete an application form in 2019 unless there has 
been a change in your family circumstances. 
 

You only need to complete an application form if any of 
the following changes have occurred: 
 

 new student enrolment: your child has started or 
changed schools in 2018, or you did not apply in 
2017; 

 changed family circumstances:  such as a change of 
custody, change of name, concession card number, 
or new siblings commencing at the school in 2018. 
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Bell FUNdraising: 
 

Silent Disco for Bell Parents – TONIGHT!!!!! 
Come and join fellow Bell parents at an evening Silent Disco in the streets.  This is a 
fundraiser for the school and a chance to celebrate for us all.  Families and non-Bell people 
welcome, but the focus is on Bell mums and dads. 
Date:  Friday 22 March 
Time:  6:30pm - 7:30pm 
Host:  Disko Duk Duk (a Bell dad - the Trivia Night host guy) 
Price:  Normally $25 - use the discount code BELL for $4 off adult tix 
Tix via:  www.gurududu.org - upcoming events - 22 Mar.  Full link below: 

 

https://events.eventzilla.net/e/guru-dudus-silent-disco-walking-tour-of-melbourne--mar-22-2138733626 
 
 

 

On Friday 29th March, a few brave and courageous students will be stepping onto a stage to either shave or colour 
their hair to help raise money for the Leukaemia Foundation through The World’s Greatest Shave. The event will be 
held on the South Oval Astroturf at 3pm to 4pm and there will be performances by grade 5/6 students and music 
playing throughout. 
 
We invite the community of Bell to support these inspiring students and come and join in on this fantastic event. By 
donating on the day you can make a real difference by giving families facing blood cancer the emotional and practical 
support they need. You will also fund vital research to help more people survive blood cancers like lymphoma, 
leukaemia and myeloma, while improving their quality of life. For more information please visit 
https://worldsgreatestshave.com/ 
 
Any questions, please contact Miss Meredith.  
 
 
      

  

Bell’s World’s Great Shave 

When: Friday 29th March 

Where: Astro Turf 

Time: 3-4pm 
 

Go to the website to sponsor our brave students: 

Grade 4: Sharmila 

Grade 5: William & Hamish 

Grade 6: Niamh, Bili & Lucas 
 

https://worldsgreatestshave.com/ 

 

JSC will also be collecting donations on the day, so 

please give generously! 

 

 

 

http://www.gurududu.org/
https://events.eventzilla.net/e/guru-dudus-silent-disco-walking-tour-of-melbourne--mar-22-2138733626
https://worldsgreatestshave.com/
https://worldsgreatestshave.com/
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Bell FUNdraising: 
 

Hello Bell Families, 
 

IT'S CUP CAKE TIME!  And we need your help!! 
The last day of Term 1 – Friday 5th April at 2.30pm 

 
In order to make enough CUPCAKES for each and every student, we need your help 
by whipping up a batch of cupcakes or two!  Cupcakes would need to be dropped off 
before school on Friday morning to the Multi-Purpose Room 1 (OSH Club - 
main building) – STRICTLY AFTER 8.45am ONLY.  
 

If baking is not your forte, there are many ways to help out with this event, setting 
up the stall, selling cupcakes for $1 each on the stall, or sorting 1200 cupcakes during 
the day: 
 

1. Please sign-up on VolunteerSpot using the following link 
http://signup.com/go/OYMMPdK  OR 
 

2. Please send an email to Germaine tangermaine@gmail.com or Mel 
melanie.roberts@bigpond.com – with the number of cupcakes that 
you intend to bake, or if you would prefer, you could help with selling at the 
stall. 

 

A special request: Only families familiar with food allergies to provide 
Allergy-Friendly Cupcakes or non-cupcake (sugar-free) options! 
 

This is always a fun event and a wonderful way for the school community to celebrate 
the end of first term. Hope you can help! 
 

CUPCAKES $1.00 EACH.  
 

Germaine Koh    (tangermaine@gmail.com)   0433 208 086 

Mel Roberts    (melanie.roberts@bigpond.com)  0401 992 316 
 

If you have any queries or questions about this FUNdraising event, please refer to the 
attached FAQs page, or email bellpsfundraising@gmail.com  
 

 
 

http://signup.com/go/OYMMPdK%09
mailto:tangermaine@gmail.com
mailto:melanie.roberts@bigpond.com
mailto:tangermaine@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Family/Downloads/melanie.roberts@bigpond.com
mailto:bellpsfundraising@gmail.com
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News from Signora Elyssa… 
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Bullying.  NO WAY! 
 

On Friday 15 March, the Grade 2 students celebrated ‘National Day of Action against Bullying’.  Talking about bullying 
gave students the opportunity to empower themselves to be a part of the solution in addressing bullying in their school 
community.  Students recognised the power kind words can have on someone and anonymously wrote words of 
encouragement and kindness to their peers.  We discussed bullying behaviours vs. other behaviours and together we 
focused on the changes we can all make to help create a safer community for everyone.  
 

Let’s take a stand together every day to say Bullying. No way! 
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National Young Leaders Conference… 
 

On Monday 18th March a group of senior students attended the National Young Leaders Conference along with 4000 

other Victorian primary students. They were excited to hear the experiences and advice of four successful Australians 

and reflect on themselves as young leaders.  

             Holly Ferling                              Tim Diamond                               Leisel Jones                                Cal Wilson 

      Australian Women’s            The Cotton On Foundation             Olympic Swimmer                     Comedian/Author 

               Cricketer                    

Key messages of the day: 

 “Say YES to new experiences & move out of your comfort zone.” – CW 

 “Dedication, connection to a cause and passion can change the world!” – TD 

 “Set BIG goals, then break them down, know it will take a long time but take the first step.” – LJ 

 “Embrace the scary but exciting!” – HF 

What legacy will you leave behind? 
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Community News: 
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 Bell French Club Term 1  
 

Parents of OSHCP children, why not come along and try French Club?  
It’s a fun and effective way to use an hour of your child’s afternoon. 

 

Thursdays:  3.45pm-4.45pm 
 

Mégane is our native speaking experienced teacher of French.   
Give your child a positive head start in language learning. 

 

Jim Callahan : jim.callahan@lcfclubs.com.au : 0432 719 034 
 

 

 

 

mailto:jim.callahan@lcfclubs.com.au
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