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22nd July, 2013 

Term 3 
It is hard to believe we are in term 3 already. The highlight of this term is the school performance. Regular 
updates will be coming home as well as information on the webpage. This is a very exciting part of our 
school program and performance practice is a major part of our Music, Art and P.E. program for the term. 
 
Safety and Security at School  
Our students are often keen to bring to school precious and treasured items to play with or share with oth-
ers. Football cards and other collections are very popular at the moment and we do recommend that stu-
dents do not swap at school. Other items such as ipods, mobile phones etc  can be a temptation to others 
and should be given to the teacher for safekeeping during the school day. Rod, who looks after the bike 
shed on most days, has commented on the number of bikes and scooters being left overnight and even 
over the holidays!! The bike shed is often left open and is not secure. There is little we can do if any of the-
se items go missing. 
After the bell goes in the afternoon many students are playing football particularly on the northern oval. 
The same rules around safety apply after school as they do during school hours. There is a teacher on 
duty until 3.45 so we ask that parents keep an eye on their children and if there is any concerning behav-
iour please ask a teacher to intervene or report to staff so they can follow up the next day. 
 
Parent Opinion Survey 
Each year the school conducts an opinion survey of 15 percent of the school community. Parents are ran-
domly selected to participate and we use the information to inform and direct our future school planning 
and improvement. The survey forms are posted out to the families. Please return them as soon as possi-
ble. We use the information to guide our planning and as a source of discussion as we plan our school 
improvement. 
 
Telstra 
Telstra provides the opportunity for permanent employees to apply for a grant to support their children’s 
school. If you can help, please let me know. 
 
Junior School Council 
As part of our Sustainability unit for term 3 our School Captains are looking at all our initiatives and pro-
grams in place around the school. 
Our first area is the solar energy project.                                                             
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK CONTINUED 

This graph shows us how much electricity was generated by the solar panels on Saturday and Sunday. 
 
Our School Captains are coming to the School Council meeting on Wednesday to discuss their role and to 
ask some questions of School Council and to requestfor some things to be done. 
Our School Captains will be writing a section for Bellnews once per month. 
 
Cresten Pearce 
Principal 
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures 
 
During Term Two the staff and students at Bell P.S made a commitment 
to develop their Integrated Studies Unit around Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Histories and Cultures. The Australian Curriculum and 
Victorian Curriculum – AusVELS, introduces a different perspective to 
the curriculum than we have been used to. The Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Histories and Culture in the new curriculum is referred to 
as a Cross Curriculum Priority, which simply means that it can be 
threaded across all areas of our regular curriculum throughout the 
school year. The teachers were keen to focus on this area of the curric-
ulum throughout Term Two as an introduction to the new curriculum and 
to explore what it would look like as in depth study  and to find out how the students could find the an-
swers to some of their wonderings as they learnt about the cultures. 
Our School Strategic Plan determines that our students will be Literate, Numerate and Curious and it 
was with great enthusiasm that teachers and students explored the possibilities and developed their cu-
riosity as they endeavoured to learn more about the world’s oldest continuous living cultures. 
The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Culture will be an ongoing curriculum study and 
will be included in further curriculum studies. 
 
The following list represents some of the Success Stories that teachers shared when we reflected on the 
work that had been done during the term. 
• The Prep Family Tree project and presentation 
• P-4 Art, in understanding that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, places and things are 

important to them,  helped our students to express themselves through these understandings  
• My Place posters in Year 5/6 reflected that the student’s enjoyed and understood concepts 
• The local knowledge around Preston and  Indigenous Knowledge 
• That the Wurundjeri  people had their own language 
• Merri Creek Excursion – Grades 3 / 4 
• Visit from Angela Foley – who was blown away by the knowledge that year 1 / 2 classes had.  An-

gela had to change her lessons to adapt to level of prior knowledge that the children had 
• Year 1 and 2 had rotations through activities and they had a huge depth of knowledge and learnt 

to apply some of the skills through their own experimentation 
• Guest speakers from Bell community 
• Grade 5 / 6 used Webpage to submit work and communicated through email. Loved the ICT 

(Computer) component to their learning 
• Collaboration of building knowledge together (Yr 5/6) independent use of ICT in the unit of work 
• Children valued the indigenous culture 
• Going past ‘generic things’ about indigenous people and had much richer things to say about cul-

ture 
• Huge growth in knowledge of indigenous people 
• Making the topic relevant to them – indigenous footy players of today 
• Lots of families sent in resources to share with children 
 
Indigenous Studies Wrap Up – Grades 1 / 2 
This term, we looked at people, culture and place as part of our Indigenous Studies unit. During weekly 
rotations we explored the richness and diversity of Australian Indigenous culture. We looked at the Indig-
enous flags and their meanings, traditional and contemporary art and music, the significance and stories 
of the Dreaming, traditional weaving and local bush foods.  
Angela Foley from the Merri Creek Management Committee visited and taught us about the history of 
our local area and the plants that have grown here for thousands of years. Angela was really impressed 
with the knowledge of local Indigenous history that our students brought to the activity.  Kellie 
Soule  (Nic’s mum from 1/2T), prepared  a great  presentation on the types of food Indigenous people 
may have eaten a long time ago. 
Marg Sneddon 
Teaching and Learning 
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Physical Education 
 
Swimming Grades 1/2 & 3/4  
Reminder that the Grade 1/2 & 3/4 Swimming program starts on Thursday 1st August (week 3). The pro-
gram will run for 6 weeks. Please ensure that permission forms and payments have been returned to 
classroom teacher. 
Please note that due to the School production, the swimming session scheduled for Thursday 5th 
September has been changed to Thursday 12 September. 
 
Cross Country (State) 
Congratulations to Riley Guerin who competed in the State cross country finals at Bundoora park on 
Thursday 18th July. The competition was of a very high standard and Riley managed to 
run a personal best time. He finished 83rd out of a field of just over 100 runners. 
 
Mixed Netball (Division). 
Congratulations to the mixed netball team who won District Premiership this season. The 
team will now play Preston Primary School in the Division play offs. This will be held on 
Friday 26th July at Preston Primary School. Good Luck. 
 
Tom Witherden 
PE-Co-ordinator 

IT’S ALL ABOUT SOCCER SKILLS 

Students and staff in the SEDA program work in the community delivering a number of community 

events, which cater for a range of groups including: 

• State, Independent and Catholic Primary Schools 

• Cultural and Linguistically Diverse (CALD) & Indigenous community involvement programs 

• Special Development Schools 

• Sporting club events & carnivals 
 
This term SEDA will work with students in Grades 3-6 on improving their ball handling skills when play-
ing soccer.  Grade 3/4 students were split into two groups, a boys and a girls group for the one hour ses-
sion.  While we may have a few David Beckham’s of the future, there were some pretty extraordinary 
girls who could quite easily give him a run for their money. 
 
A great morning was had by all. 
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We are not able to accommodate all parents and friends in one whole school performance therefore stu-
dents will perform on two separate nights. 

A-K SURNAMES PERFORM ON THURSDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER 

& 

L-Z SURNAMES PERFORM ON FRIDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER 

Tickets will go on sale at the Darebin Arts Centre Ticket office on Monday 29th July.  All tickets must be 
purchased through the Darebin Arts Centre ticket box.  The ticket price has been set to cover all the con-
cert expenditure.  Box Office Hours of operation are Monday to Friday 9:00am - 5:00pm at the Darebin 
Arts & Entertainment Centre, Cnr of Bell St and St Georges Rd, Preston. There are a number of designat-
ed wheelchair seats in the theatre, please notify Box Office of your requirements when booking tickets. 
Seats are available in the front row for patrons who wish to transfer. Bookings can be made over the 
phone on (03) 8470 8280 or online. They accept cash, EFTPOS, Visa and MasterCard. A password for 
online ticket purchases will be sent out in a notice later this week. Initially there will be only 3 tickets per 
family, with unsold tickets becoming available for purchase after Thursday 29th August.  Children who are 
performing will not require a ticket. Children under the age of 2 years are admitted free provided they do 
not occupy a seat and are held on the lap of a parent or guardian. All patrons must hold a valid ticket to 
enter the theatre. 

Adults- $20.00 
Children -$ 12.00 

Videos:  Flash photography and filming of any performance is not permitted A professional company will be recording the 
concert.  The video order form will be published in the Bellnews in a few weeks’ time. The cost of the video will be around 
$25. 

Last Friday all students were provided with a note with lots of information in it about the school production and what hap-
pens on the day of the concert.  They also bought home a plastic snap lock bag to put costume bits and pieces in. If you 
have any queries about your child’s costume please contact your class teacher as your first point of call.  We would like to 
do a wardrobe check on Monday the 5th August. 

Can you help us out with the following costume items:                      continued 
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PRODUCTION Continued 
 
•  
•  
• 2 small white lab coats 
• 1 floral size 12-14 floral dress 
• 2 yellow and red gymnastic sticks and ribbons. 
• Braces to hold up trousers. 

If you are able to lend these items to us for the next 7 weeks we would be grateful. Please label the items clear-

ly so they can be returned to you on the week following the production. 

The Premiers’ Reading Challenge is going along well. So far 13 students have completed 

the challenge and as a school 1,112 books have been read. 

The Challenge finishes at the beginning of September with 

the final date for books to be entered being Friday 6th Sep-

tember 2013. 

Have you read? 

Meet Letty by Alison Lloyd 

Letty is on the docks in England, farewelling her bossy older 

sister who is about to take a long sea voyage to Australia. But then there is 

a mix-up and before she knows it Letty finds herself on the ship too, travelling 

to New York. 

Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
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Oakover Wines sponsored the Swap-O-Rama and donated a case of red and white 
wine.  They have produced a special price list for Oakover parents/teachers. 
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All articles to be sent to Annette D’Elia delia.annette.a@edumail.vic.gov.au by 12 noon the Mon prior to distribution 
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