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A: 78a Oakover Rd, Preston, 3072          P: (03) 9480 5622          E: bell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au          W: www.bellps.vic.edu.au 

Challenging & Supporting each other... 

March 3, 2015 

The Captains Call! 

We welcome our new School Captains Connor and Georgie and Vice Captains Olivia and Sam. The new Leadership 

team for 2015 also includes Dion and Maisie as our extended leadership representatives.  

Well done to everyone who applied for Captaincy - it was the closest call for many years, which says a lot about 

the calibre of our 2015 graduates! 
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Editor’s indulgent moment.  Although they also appear on the cover, I just had to include this photo of our new Captains. I find it 

joyous and really captures the individual personalities of the four, although I’m not too sure why Georgie is doing Russian folk dancing. 

Congratulations to them and also to Dion and Maisie who make up the extended Student Leadership team for 2015, as well as the 

other candidates who didn’t make it through but were incredibly close to doing so. 

 
My name is Romy, I’m in 
5/6T here at Bell. On 
March the 12th I will be 
shaving my head for the 
Leukaemia Foundation 
as part of the World’s 
Greatest Shave. 

The Leukaemia Foun-
dation provides emotional and practical support to 
people and their loved ones directly affected by Leu-
kaemia. 

If you would like to sponsor me, please visit my 
webpage: 

http://my.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/RomyN 

Or  

go to www.worldsgreatestshave.com, click ‘Sponsor’ 
and type in the name ‘Romola’ into the ‘First Name’ 
and I will pop up! 

If you would like to make a small 
donation there is a collector at the 
front office.  

 

There will also be a 5/6 only Crazy Hair Day on Thurs-
day March 19. All 5/6 students who choose to come 
with crazy hair will bring a gold coin donation. 

Thank you very much,  

Romy.  

http://my.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/RomyN
http://www.worldsgreatestshave.com
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Parent Helpers – We need you! 

One month of the school year has gone already. Most programs 
are up and running. If you are looking at how to help out there are 
lots of ways you can contribute. 

Here are a few suggestions 

Many hands make light work and the fundraising team is always 
after new members. You don’t have to commit to all activities but 
a helping hand at a sausage sizzle or cupcake stall is much appreci-
ated. 

Classroom help comes in all sorts of forms from hearing reading, 
covering books, helping out with special event days or sharpening 
pencils. 

The grounds are very large and there is always something that 
needs doing – weeding, clearing fallen leaves, pruning, minor re-
pairs. It all helps. 

In the grade newsletter, the teachers will often put requests for 
classroom assistance. Just drop your teacher an email and I am 
sure there will a task ready for you. 

 

Bike Security 

Is your child riding to school? Please make sure that they are look-
ing after their bike properly. We have several bikes being left out 
overnight and as the grounds are open there is no guarantee that 
the bike will be there in the morning. This particularly applies to 
bikes left over the weekend. 

Cresten Pearce 

Principal 

On Friday 13 March 2015  we'll be celebrating the 

ninth National Ride2SchoolDay event, where over 300,000 Aus-

tralian students, just like yours, will ride, walk, scoot or skate to 

school.  

It is an opportunity for students to be active in the way they get 

to school. Students at Bell are encouraged to participate on this 

day in celebration of this national event.  

https://www.bicyclenetwork.com.au/general/programs/179 

 

Department of Lost and Found.  

Anything look familiar? Please visit us in the office and give these 

items a proper home. 

Talking the Talk with Vanessa Hamilton. 7.00pm Wednesday 18th March. 

Please note this always very popular session will be held in the Learning Centre. 

It is not suitable for children to attend. 

No need to RSVP - the bigger venue will accommodate many. 

Presented by Vanessa Hamilton, a Bell Primary Mum and Sexual Health Educator. Vanessa has 

more than 20 years experience as a Sexual Health Nurse, Secondary School Educator and Uni-

versity Lecturer.  

An information session for parents and carers of primary school aged children focusing on how to teach children about Sexuality. By 

primary school age children have already been exposed to sexuality messages by the media, modern technology and their peers. Sex-

uality is the only aspect of health where kids are often not educated about or encouraged to take care of themselves.  For Parents and 

carers of Primary School age children Prep to Grade 6.  

https://www.bicyclenetwork.com.au/general/programs/179
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School Values Certificates 

Connor Bevis: Respect. Connor has really settled into 1/2M and 

demonstrates a high level of respect for his peers, his teachers and the 

classroom. While listening to others present their About Me posters, 

Connor watched closely and provided some very kind, thoughtful com-

ments to his peers.  

Phoebe Alm: Respect: Phoebe has demonstrated respect when 

showing five star listening. She has shown a positive attitude towards 

learning and has had a go at completing a range of challenging tasks. 

Well done Phoebe. 1/2H are so lucky to have you! 

Oliver Cugley: Learning. Oliver has shown a keen interest in the topic 

of time. He has regularly and enthusiastically contributed to class dis-

cussion. Oliver has worked hard to learn new things and explore differ-

ent aspects of time. Oliver, we are so lucky to have you in the 1/2H 

team! 

Matilda Joy: Learning. Matilda worked hard during our Maths ses-

sions this week, participated fully in all learning experiences and cor-

rectly identified most numbers as either being even or odd. Matilda 

also demonstrated persistence when completing some difficult maths 

assessment tasks. 

Paige Dunstone: Respect. Paige has a strong sense of communal re-

sponsibility and respect for classroom belongings. She is a role model 

for others as she takes pride in tidying up the classroom and ensuring 

everything is in its place.  

Bruno Moreira: Creativity. Bruno has been thinking outside the box 

when writing responses to the class book, Charlie and The Chocolate 

Factory, making his writing interesting with his unique style. 

Ella Nance: Teamwork. Ella is keen to work with different people in 

the classroom and has shown that she is a valued team member by 

ensuring that each member of the group has a share of the task to 

complete and feels included. Keep up the great teamwork, Ella!  

Rory McLellan: Learning. Rory has demonstrated an enthusiasm for 

learning and is working really well on improving his writing and achiev-

ing his writing goals. This week he wrote a diary entry from the point 

of view of a character and included lots of detail. Great job, Rory! 

Sophie Richmond: Learning. Sophie has demonstrated excellent 

learning throughout the ANZAC inquiry so far.  Sophie has been able to 

ask questions and write down any wonderings about the topic. It has 

been great to see Sophie supporting others with their learning and 

always being willing to learn new things. Well done! 

Ben Vinten-Cassidy: Learning. Ben always demonstrates a commit-

ment to learning in 1/2S. He is quick to commence his work and focus-

es on the task ahead of him. Ben tries his best at new activities and is 

keen to help others in our class too. Well done Ben!  

Verity Cornwallis: Learning. Verity always tries her best when taking 

on a new and challenging learning activity. Verity is an active partici-

pant in class and takes great care and pride with her work. Congratula-

tions Verity!  

Ben Nadachowski: Respect. Ben demonstrates respect every morning 

during independent reading. He always sets himself up as quickly as 

possible. He has great respect for the people around him and is a great 

role model for others. Well done Ben! 

Matilda Crowther: Teamwork. By demonstrating patience and re-

spect for others during team activities so far this year. Super work 

Matilda.  

Daniel Potter: Respect. Dan has been leading by example in 3/4L. He is 

respectful towards his classmates and his own equipment, always 

thinking about how other people would like to be treated. His sense of 

fun is a great addition to the 3/4L class community.  

Arel Rodrigo: Learning. Arel has been very switched on with his 

learning so far this year, shining during our shared class novel sessions. 

He is confidently sharing his ideas and making connections to things 

and events in the text. Superstar effort Arel!  

Maeve Gunning: Organisational Skills. Maeve displays organisational 

skills every morning. She is always ready to start the day with the cor-

rect books and stationary. She consistently finishes work on time and 

completes it to the best of her ability. Keep it up! 

Oscar Tyler: Honesty. Oscar has shown honesty by telling the truth 

and taking responsibility for his actions in difficult situations. He con-

sistently displays integrity in principal and action and tries to be fair 

when dealing with others. Good job Oscar!  

Lydia O’Reilly: Community Responsibility. Lydia has shown communi-

ty responsibility in our class by helping her classmates and assisting to 

keep our classroom neat and tidy without being asked. She is consist-

ently respectful to others and loves to help. Great job Lydia!!! 

Caelen D'onofrio: Creativity. Congratulations Caelen on producing a 

fabulous 3D wishbird. Your design was creative, artistic and original. 

Just like you! 

Damon Droutsas: Learning. Congratulations Damon on working solid-

ly on your about me presentation movie. It was fun to watch and in-

formative. 

Mariana Bila: Learning. By being able to share her learning with oth-

ers Mariana was able to explain her new understandings with the class 

during a Maths session focusing on estimation and rounding. Great 

work.  

Isabel Hernandez-David: Respect. By always showing respect to her 

peers and teachers. Isabel is constantly engaged and focused during 

class sessions. Well done!   

Felix Creswell-White: Learning. For his outstanding verbal and 

written contributions to our whole-class text study, The Wishbird. 

What a great start Felix, keep it up!  
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Swimming Carnival Report 

 

21 students proudly represented Bell Primary 
at the district swimming carnival Tuesday 
24th February. It was wonderful to see so 
many enthusiastic students eagerly awaiting 
their event. 

All students displayed true Bell spirit, cheer-
ing and supporting one another in their cho-
sen events. 

A special mention to Amelia McShane and 
Alex Perry who showed true team spirit 
stepping up last minute into events to assist 
team Bell. 

Big congratulations go out to William Ste-
phens, Riley Callahan and Connor Lester 
who all put on superstar performances that 
successful secured them a spot at next 
week’s division carnival on Tuesday 3rd 
March.  

All the best boys, we will be cheering for you! 



6 



7 

WALKING SCHOOL BUS UPDATE 

A Walking School Bus is a school bus powered not by an 

engine but by legs. Children don’t sit inside this ‘bus’ – 

they walk in a group to school, with an adult ‘driver’ in 

the front and an adult ‘conductor’ at the rear. The walk-

ers are the bus.  

There are currently three ‘buses’ operating to and from 

Bell. Each bus has its own agreed rules of operation but 

generally: 

The bus travels along an agreed route , picking up or 

dropping off children along the way at designated ‘bus 

stops’. Bus stops can be meeting points along the route, 

or each child’s front gate – the families on each bus work 

out the safest and most convenient route to suit their needs.  

The size of the bus depends on the ages and abilities of the children travelling, and the number of accompanying adults: 8–12 chil-

dren with two adults is common. We recommend a maximum of six children for every adult. 

The bus can go as seldom or as often as volunteers want to ‘drive’ it and parents and children want to use it. Volunteers agree on 

a schedule/timetable for each route. 

Safety is of high importance. ‘Drivers’ model and enforce good road safety habits for the passengers. 

 

Current Bus Routes 

The South-West bus runs along Comas Grove from Smith Street, picking up passengers at the corners of Harold, Hill, Hutton, 

Fyffe, Rennie and Keon Streets. 

The Taylor St bus route starts at Harold and Taylor Streets and stops at the corners of Hutton, Fyffe, Rennie and Keon Streets. 

The Eastern bus brings passengers along Oakover Rd from the area East of High Street. 

There is a less-formal bus that departs most days from Turner Reserve (between Harold and Smith Streets) and runs along 

Bracken Avenue linear park and Devon Street. 

 

New Buses! 

Over summer we have had quite a few enquiries from families wanting to join a Walking School Bus but we don’t yet have buses 

running in these areas: 

South East – between St Georges Rd and Bracken Ave, South of Miller St (Hobson St is a likely route) 

Western – all areas between Gilbert Rd and Merri Creek, North of Miller Street (there may be a number of routes through this 

popular area, such as Kendall St, Oakover Rd, and Calbourne/Burgess St) 

Southern – anywhere South of Smith St, for example Newman, Lewis, Ballantyne, and Normanby 

 

Get On a Bus 

If you would like to join one of the existing buses, or want to connect with other families in your area to start a new route (with 

plenty of guidance provided!), please send an email to: 

bellpswalkingbus@gmail.com  

and tell us the name/s and age/s of your child/ren, as well as your approximate address (Melway reference, or your preferred 

route) and we will put you in touch with the appropriate person to help you get started.  

 

Happy Walking! 
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Provided by Ruth Vonarx and Maria Tevelis at Bell Welfare. 
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Donations For Display Instruments 

Exciting times for the Arts@Bell as we now have a new music 

room! Its a lovely open space on the upper floor of the old build-

ing. Its just perfect for stimulating student creativity and small 

and large ensemble performances. Unfortunately the walls are 

sad because they are bare :-( However, there is a picture rail 

along the parameter of the room. We would like to use this to 

hang old or disused instruments that are perhaps no longer func-

tioning. We don't want rubbish, junk or plastic toy instruments 

but rather something like an old violin for example. If you have 

something lying around that would add to the creative atmos-

phere of our new music room please click the link in the picture 

and we will contact you ASAP.  

bit.ly/bellbflat  

Is 

for 

Prep. 

Yesterday in Letters and Sounds, preps learnt about 

the letter Pp and the sound that it makes. They also 

learnt a new groovy song to celebrate learning the 

new letter. 

Preps have formed partnerships today by working 

well in pairs to make some pink and purple pigs!! The 

letter Pp is everywhere! 

bit.ly/bellbflat
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Hello Everyone, 

This term has seen a few staff changes take place at OSHClub and we would like to thank the school and our wonderful chil-

dren and families for making the transition as smooth as possible 

We would also like to welcome our preps and all our new children and their families to OSHClub. Everybody has settled in well 

and are having a good time at OSHClub. 

This term the children have been really enjoying the different arts and crafts sessions we have been running daily. Luckily the 

weather has been great and they have been able to go outside each day for games and free play. Just a reminder that children 

must wear a hat and sunscreen when playing outside for the rest of the term. 

Most importantly, please remember to book in your days online at www.oshclub.com.au to ensure you secure a place as spac-

es are filling up fast and unfortunately, if we reach our maximum number, we won’t be able to take any more bookings.  

                This weeks theme is Fun at the Circus. 

  Monday 

  

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

  
Before Care 

Activities 

  
# Elephant Headbands 
  
# Dominos 
  
  
  

# Circus Twirlers 
  
# Uno 
  
  

# Clown Mask 
  
#Concentration 
  

# Circus Finger 
Puppets 
  
#Lego 

#  Paper Circus 
Train 
  
# Memory 

  
After Care 
Activities 

  
# Circus Unicycle Rid-
er 
  
# Relay Race 
  
  
  

# Circus Carousel 
  
# Circus perform-
ers 

# Elephant Ears 
  
# Balloon Mission 

#Clown Mask 
  
# Animal Tag 
  
  

# Ringmaster 
Megaphone 
  
# Playdough crea-
tures 
  
  

 OSHC program phone: 0413123119                              OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000 

Coordinator: Yolande 
Assistants: Will, Maria, Cheryl, Sonya & Jelena 

 All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is Free!! Please create an account 

online at www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online ac-

count. For on the day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program. 

Bell French Club  

Thursdays 3.45pm-4.45pm (Mezzanine area in main building) 

We have a few spots open for French Club this term due to a number of Grade 6 students leaving end of last year (many of whom 

are going to continue studying French in high school!) 

Children of all ages and experience welcome. Come and develop an ear and a feel for French with us. 

Awesome preparatory experience for future high school language learners. 2015 Grade 6 parents, reserve your slot now, and give 

your child a positive head start in language learning. 

 

Strictly limited places. 

 

Enquiries: 

 

Jim Callahan 

jim.callahan@lcfclubs.com.au 

0432 719 034 

http://www.oshclub.com.au
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ACTIVE TAG 
Bell Primary School is continuing its close links with The Bicycle Network in 2015 through ActiveTag, 

an Australian first trial using radio frequency identification (RFID) cards to monitor walking and riding levels to 

school of primary aged students. The school office is no longer accepting forms as ActiveTag are in the process 

of setting up an online link for registration. We will provide more information about the registration process 

when available to us. 

Council CorneR 
Welcome to 2015. Mea culpa - after kicking off with a Council Corner last year I have been quiet. I couldn't make the next two meetings 

and there wasn't much to tell of our end-of-year dinner meeting except that we raised our hats to a pretty good year.  

Council spent some time discussing concerns about the promotion of opportunities for students by outside and commercial organisa-

tions. These related to the need for a better process around obtaining parental consent for some events, and clearer information about 

things like audition processes. Council agreed that clear information should go out before these sort of events to allow parents to con-

sider the option and give informed consent to their kids participating.  

Then we considered a proposal from outgoing councillor Andrew Vincent that the current school motto 'Challenging and supporting 

each other' revert to the previous motto: 'Ring true!' Ring True, he felt, had a nice tie-in with our history, plays on our name and, de-

spite being an artefact of a bygone era, speaks to our current culture as a progressive school community. Council agreed with this in 

theory, although there is a lot of work to do before this is rolled out (so let us know if you have a different view!).  

Council agreed to tweak the school policy on the class formation process to be clearer about the final decision resting with school man-

agement. All requests should go to the Principal, preferably in a short email and before the end of November.  

Fundraising expenditure came up and we were reminded that last year we raised a whopping $51,388, so again, hats off to everyone 

involved. A big chunk of that was slated for putting sun blinds into the classrooms (yes, for those new to the school, we really are often 

left to do basic maintenance on the school ourselves). However, some wonderful parents are stepping up with their crafty magic and 

making some of the smaller blinds themselves, saving quite a few thousands. Again, hats off and thank you from Council. 

Finally we returned to vexed questions around promotions and advertising. Changes in the past year or so have meant that anyone 

seeking to advertise in Bell News must show a direct connection or benefit to the school.  

The issue raises a lot of grey areas around both 'connection' to the school, and our desire to be an active part of the local community. 

There was general agreement that we should explore options such as a separate page as part of the school website ('links to our sup-

porters'?) or releasing an 'occasional' edition of the newsletter with a clearly separated section for local organisations. It was acknowl-

edged that any such step should still be constrained by some reference to appropriate subject matter and broad benefit to the school or 

community. Shelley Baulch agreed to have further discussions with the school office (ie my namesake Martin) about this and, as ever, 

we welcome your input. 

Until next time, 

Marty Pike  

CHINESE LUOGU ENSEMBLE: This week the grade 5/6 students 

began learning about Chinese luogu ensemble music. This is in 

preparation for the Bell Biennale Arts Festival. The Chinese luogu 

ensemble is the percussion ensemble that accompanies the lion 

or dragon dance. Luogu simply means ‘gongs and drums’ Luo= 

gong, Gu= drums. A couple of weeks ago we were fortunate 

enough to witness a fabulous performance by the Chinese Ma-

sonic Society Luogu Ensemble and lion dance. An example of 

5/6G performing Shi Wu (Lion Dance) music can be viewed on the 

Bell Arts blog. This piece is made up of three main sets of instru-

ments cymbals, gongs (triangles) and drums. 
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Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat 

1 2 Preps Fulltime! 

8.45-9.15 Uniform 

Shop  

9.00 Whole School 

Assembly  

9.00 Playgroup 

3 4 5 

3.15-3.45pm Uniform 

Shop 

6 

9.00am Fundraising 

Meeting (MP Room) 

Summer Sports (Details 

to follow) 

7 

8 9 

Labour Day - Public 

Holiday 

 

10 11 12 

3.15-3.45pm Uniform 

Shop 

13 

Summer Sports (Details 

to follow) 

14 

15 

Sunday 

Crew 

16 

8.45-9.15 Uniform 

Shop  

9.00 Snr Assembly  

9.00 Playgroup 

17 18  

7.00 ‘Talking the 

Talk’ - Sexual 

Health Info Night 

19 

3.15-3.45pm Uniform 

Shop 

20 

T20 Blast 

21 

22 

Car Boot 

Sale 

23 9.00 Playgroup 

No Assembly today 

- moved to Friday 

P.M 

No Uniform Shop 

Today 

24 25 

7.00pm Annual 

General Meeting 

7.30pm School 

Council Meeting 

26 

No Uniform Shop To-

day 

27 Final Day of Term 1 

2.00pm Whole School 

Assembly 

2.30pm Early Finish 

28 

CALENDER OF EVENTS 
Bell Primary School 

March 2015 

                         Payments and Forms 

All Year Levels Books and Requisites 

Levy 

$220 / student & $30 Grounds Levy ASAP 

All Year Levels Parent Pack Forms Parent Packs sent home contain forms with information requests. ASAP 

Grades 5/6 IXL Maths Permission Notice and $10 payment 4th  March 

Grades 5/6 Chinese Museum Permission Notice and $16 payment 13th March 

    

    

Please note that the last day of Uniform Shop for the term will be on March 19th. There will be no Uniform Shop for the last week of term. 


