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5TH AUGUST, 2013 

From the Principal’s Desk. 

ANZAC CENTENARY,2014 

Bell Primary School opened in 1928 and has a long history in the 
Preston community. In honour of the ANZAC centenary, the 
school will conduct a cross curriculum unit on early 20th century 
history of Preston with a focus on the values and contribution 
the ANZAC culture has made to the development of Australian 
society in term 1 of 2014.  I have begun to research the history 
of the school “Avenue of Honour”.  At some time the avenue 
was planted in honour of returned service personnel. A local 
librarian, Jackie Goddard has been unable to find reference to 
our trees in local papers and photographic collections. A clear 
picture of the story behind the Avenue will be recorded for pos-
terity. The Avenue will then be registered with the Avenue of 
Honour Register project now currently underway. 
www.avenuesofhonour.org 

 

I will be forming an ANZAC Centenary Committee. I have applied 
for a grant from the Australian Government’s Anzac Centenary 
Local Grants Program to support our community events. 

If you have any information to help our research or would like 
to contribute to the committee, please let me know. 

GRANTS 

Our Fundraising Committee has been successful in their Federal 
Government Volunteer Grant application for 2013. They now 
have a very extensive shopping list of resources including sew-
ing machines and a new barbeque to help them in all their activ-
ities. One of our parents, Brooke Chapleton, has been very ac-
tive looking out for grants we may be eligible for. We have 2 
parents who as Telstra employees are eligible for grants of 
$1200 for the school. 

Thanks Brooke, your work is paying off. 

2014 ENROLMENT 

I have submitted the August census figures to the DEECD. As 
part of the process, I submit indicative figures for the student 
enrolment for 2014. 

 

We are still conducting Prep tours. If you have a child starting 
prep next year, please drop an enrolment form into the office. 

Cresten Pearce , Principal. 

Prep 75 

Grade 1/2  139 

Grade 3/4  100 

Grade 5/6  77 

Total  391 

The Fortnight at a Glance:  

8th Aug: Sports Photos 

Grades 1-4 Swimming 

13th Aug: Basketball Tournament 

14th Aug: Finance Meeting 2.45pm 

15th Aug: Grades 1-4 Swimming 

19th Aug: Barber of Seville Opera  

See our Website for Further Details: 

www.bellprimary,com 

A: 78a Oakover Rd, Preston 3072     P: 9480 5622 

E: bell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au    W: www.bellprimary.com 

http://www.avenuesofhonour.org
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Bell P.S School Council Meeting Digest – 24th July 2013 

 
During our School Council meeting last week, school captains Karina and Lachy and 
vice captains Pearl and Rylee met with us all. They made a presentation about their 
role in the school and the leadership skills they have developed. They spoke very 

eloquently and confidently, and the school council members were impressed with the way they car-
ried themselves at an official school meeting. 

 
They asked us to consider two items – firstly, with the current learning focus on sustainability at Bell, 
they have proposed using the water from the water tanks to water the gardens. They would also like 
to reinstitute the tradition that Grade 6s plant a tree every year. School Council will work with the 
school captains to implement these items, in consultation with relevant experts. 

 
Once the school captains had left, School Council discussed a proposal for a long-term, meaningful 
project for the Sunday Crew to improve the school grounds. The form that this project will take is yet 
to be decided. 

 
The Bell P.S Fun Day was also discussed briefly and school council has requested an update from the 
Fundraising Sub-committee about the planning. Unfortunately, until Kevin calls an election date, it is 
proving difficult to plan the Fun Day! 

 
School Council will meet again on Wednesday the 11th September. If you have any concerns, please 
contact Cresten, Marg or one of the School Council parent members: 

 
President and Fundraising: ........................ Kellie Soule 

Vice-President and Education: .................... Andrew Vincent 

Communications: ..................................... Kimberley Magain 

Facilities: ................................................. Glenn Dunstone 

Finance: .................................................. Annette McShane 

Gardens and grounds: ............................... Brendan O’Reilly 

Information & Communications Technology: ……...Mikl Longstaff 

Certificate III in Education Support CHC30812 

 

This qualification will give you the skills and knowledge 

to provide assistance and support to teachers and stu-

dents in a range of educational settings. This includes 

early childhood education, as well as Primary, Secondary 

and Special schools. 

 

Starts: 22 August for 14 weeks plus 20 hour practical 

placement,  

Thursdays, 10.00am—3.00pm at  

Thomastown Library—52 Main St,  

Thomastown 

Missed a recent Bell News? 

We now archive each Bell News on our 

website so you can now find previous 

editions by pointing your browser to: 

http://www.bellprimary.com/#!previous-

bell-news-/c1jex  

A reminder about lost property.  We have lots! 

Small sized items can be found in a box in the 

early years unit and larger sizes on the hooks near 

office or in a box in disabled toilet area. At the end 

of the term left over items will be given to the 

second hand shop to sell.  

http://www.bellprimary.com/#!previous-bell-news-/c1jex
http://www.bellprimary.com/#!previous-bell-news-/c1jex
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TREE PLANTING DAY 
WITH THE GRADE 1/2’S. 

 

On Friday the 26th of July the 1/2s planted trees, shrubs 
and grasses in our butterfly garden for National Tree 

Day. After doing a ‘Plant it Right’ session all the 1/2s were 
planting experts! A big thank you to Angela Foley and 
Merri Creek Management for the day of activities. On 
Tree Day we first had to check for and pull away any 

long roots, then we squeezed and squashed the tubes to 
get our plants out. When our plant was free, we put it 
into a wonderfully dug hole (thank you lovely diggers), 

mulched it and watered it. All the new plants are Indige-
nous species and will make our garden beautiful and 

special. We now have some new native grasses - tussock 
and kangaroo, along with hop bush, native indigo, sweet 

bursaria, gold dust wattle shrubs, native bluebells and 
everlasting daisies. Please come and have a look at all 

our hard work. We can’t wait to see all the plants grow. 
IT WAS A GREAT DAY! 

A big thanks to all helpers, beforehand and on the day, 
VINC and Darebin Council for the planting stock and a 
special thanks to Tim for the extra plants he so kindly 

donated. 

 

 

 

Plant it Right, Written by 1/2C 

These steps will help you plant seedlings properly. We 
learned these steps from Angela Foley, from Merri Creek 
Management Committee. 

1)        Dig a hole big enough for a tube stock to fit in. 

2)        Dig away the mulch. 

3)        Rip the roots off of the bottom of the seedling. 

4)        Squeeze the black tube to loosen the plant. 

5)        Put your thumb and pointer finger around the plant 
and hold the tube with your three other fingers. 

6)        Tap the plant firmly against something to loosen it. 

7)        Take the plant out carefully, trying not to rip the 
roots. 

8)        Put the plant in the hole. 

9)        Pat down the soil around the plant. 

10)   Make sure the plant the roots are under the soil and 
that the stem is above the soil. 

11)   Put a bit of mulch back around the plant. 

12)   Water your plant. Be careful not to water it too much. 

  

These steps will help your seedling to grow in your garden. 

Plants included: Native Grasses—tussock grass, kangaroo grass Shrubs - hop bush, native indigo, 
sweet bursaria, gold dust wattle  Ground covers - native bluebells, everlasting daisies.  
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Tom Witherden 

PE Co-ordinator 

Bell Primary School 

Swimming Grades 1/2 & 3/4  

The Grade 1/2 and 3/4 swimming is underway. Please note that due to the School production, the swimming session scheduled 

for Thursday 5th September has been changed to Thursday 12 September. 

Mixed Netball (Division). 

On Friday 26th of July, the Bell PS mixed netball team travelled to Preston Primary to play in 

their divisional playoff match. Many parents braved the cold conditions to support the team. 

It was a hard fought and close match with Bell PS 

leading for most of the game. But in the end Preston 

got over the line, defeating Bell 9-7.  

SEDA soccer: 

Over the past few weeks, students from the SEDA/Melbourne Heart soccer program have 

been coming to Bell Primary to run some clinics with the grade 3/4 and 5/6 students. 

Camps:  

Grade 6: Could students please return all forms and payment for the grade 6 camp to 

their classroom teacher by 16th September. 

Grade 2/3 and 4/5: Permission forms information and final costing for the grade 2/3 day 

camp (Ferngully Lodge) and 4/5 one night camp (La Trobe uni + Bell PS) will go home this 

week. 



 6 

The Preps now have their own blog at: 
http://bellpreps.global2.vic.edu.au/ 
 
Teachers and students will be contributing 
to the Prep blog on a weekly basis with 
information, photos, work samples and 
even some videos of what they have been 
learning in the classroom so make sure you 
check in regularly. 

http://bellpreps.global2.vic.edu.au/
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Technology In The Home Survey  

We have collated the results of our 'Technology Use in the Home' survey. 
 
This survey was conducted at the beginning of second term and we had a 
total of 134 respondents out of 250 families. The high number of respond-
ents makes this survey a successful one. 
 
The purpose of the survey was to determine the level of technology use in 
the homes of Bell Primary School families and draw some comparison with 
technology use in our teaching and learning. From the survey we can ex-
trapolate some interesting information about the how, what, when and why 
Bell Primary School families use technology. 
 
We would like to thank all those who took the time to complete the survey. The data and information 
gathered we have found to be very informative. We hope you do too. 
 
To view the detailed results please go to the news page of our website. If you are unable to access 
this information and would like a hard copy, these will be available from the office. 

(Drawing by Jack H. Gr6.) 

http://bit.ly/bpstsr1


 8 

Congratulations to all of the participants in our Three 

Way Conferences at the end of Term Two. There have 

been some excellent responses from the community as 

people have shared their experiences. 

Some of the comments included the following senti-

ments: 

“My child’s teacher has a very respectful relationship 

with my child” 

“I haven’t had a chance to see my child interact in this 

way with their teacher before and it was great to see 

how they work together” 

“What a great opportunity for my child to talk about his 

learning and to be so proud of the work that he is doing” 

We also take on board the fact that some of you would 

have also liked a one on one interview with your child’s 

teacher to discuss their report or any other issues that 

you wanted to pursue. We would encourage you to 

make another time with your child’s teacher if you wish 

to clarify any points of concern.  

Teacher responses were also very positive as we reflect-

ed on the process as a team and what it meant to us as 

educators. While we gather a lot of information and data 

from your child throughout the school year to assist with 

designing specific learning programs, it was a wonderful 

opportunity to see children discussing their learning with 

their parents as an authentic adult audience who were 

delighted to share this celebration of student learning. 

Many teachers were also very pleasantly surprised by 

the reflection and knowledge that the students were 

able to articulate to their parents and this also provides 

a window of opportunity for teachers to learn more 

about your child as they go forward to complete the 

school year.  

Marg Sneddon 

Teaching and Learning  

Grade 5/6 Sustainability Unit 

FOOD WASTE 

 

Did you know that the average Australian household throws out almost 20% of the food that they buy? This 
amounts to about $1036 in wasted dollars and food each year and is enough to fill 450,000 garbage trucks! 

  

Last week as part of our sustainability unit, grade 5/6 I did a waste audit. We found that we made 3kg of rubbish 
and recyclables in one day. Over 1kg of this was compostable food scraps. If we make the same amount of waste 
every school day, that would mean 200kg of compost is going in our bin every year, just from our grade! 

 

So…if we get a compost bucket and feed the worms we can save 200kg of waste from landfill and making me-
thane. 

 Type Recyclable Y/N Weight Percentage 

Soft plastic, glad wrap/
wrappers 

Yes at Coles 26g 1.99% 

Paper and Hard plastics Yes in school yellow 
bin 

238g 18.24% 

Compostable food scraps 
and paper wrappers 

Yes in worm farm 1016g 77.85% 

Other rubbish No 28g 1.91% 



 9 

Violin @ Bell 
This week the violin students at 

Bell have been delighted to pre-

sent to their classmates and 

teachers, some short pieces they 

have learnt to play this year. 

There are students learning the 

violin in all year levels at Bell, 

which enables these mini con-

certs to occur in nearly every 

classroom.  There will be more 

performances to come, so don't 

worry if your class hasn't heard 

one yet!                      

Renee. 
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Please be advised that Critical Agendas have secured the services of Dr Michael Carr-Gregg and Dr Ian 
Lillico to deliver a series of parent seminars in relation to raising teenagers. These sessions are targeted 
at parents and teachers of boys or girls. Teachers attending will be issued with a certificate of participa-
tion for 2 PD Hours. 
  
Dr Michael Carr-Gregg presents How to Raise Happy and Resilient GIRLS !     
7pm to 9pm   
August 26th, 2013   
Lowther Hall,  17 Leslie Rd, Essendon 
  
As Australia's most high profile adolescent psychologist, Dr. Michael Carr-Gregg draws on the latest psy-
chological research to deliver the key skills, knowledge and strategies needed by parents and teachers 
caring for teenage girls in 2013. He will focus on the latest research on how to create happy and resilient 
girls and will host a Q&A session at the end.  Cost $20. 
  
Secure your place!   Email rick@criticalagendas.com.au       
Include your NAME, and No. Tickets required. 
Collect and pay for tickets on the night  (No EFTPOS).  
  
Dr Ian Lillico presents Understanding Adolescent Boys !        
7pm to 9pm August 19th, 2013  
Parade College   
1436 Plenty Rd  Bundoora 
    
This presentation covers boys at home and at school. It gives parents and teachers strategies to 
help boys in their growth into adults and compares childhood and adolescence. The role of parents and 
the teacher, nature and other factors impacting on boys' success are explained.   Cost $10     
  
Secure your place!   Email rick@criticalagendas.com.au       
Include your NAME, Date attending and No. Tickets required. 
Collect and pay for tickets on the night  (No EFTPOS).  

https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=nnV2aaXOE0unlpFazBwBF5XPAI8sYtAIwhPkzwrdWt_QfBC_Hl2vm2n_N3StaDmJOVWKFORfTIA.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.criticalagendas.com.au%2fimages%2fcourses2013_T3%2fraising_girls_evening_seminar_aug_26_2013.pdf
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=nnV2aaXOE0unlpFazBwBF5XPAI8sYtAIwhPkzwrdWt_QfBC_Hl2vm2n_N3StaDmJOVWKFORfTIA.&URL=mailto%3arick%40criticalagendas.com.au
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=nnV2aaXOE0unlpFazBwBF5XPAI8sYtAIwhPkzwrdWt_QfBC_Hl2vm2n_N3StaDmJOVWKFORfTIA.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.criticalagendas.com.au%2fimages%2fcourses2013_T3%2fparents_teachers_parade_salesian.pdf
https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=nnV2aaXOE0unlpFazBwBF5XPAI8sYtAIwhPkzwrdWt_QfBC_Hl2vm2n_N3StaDmJOVWKFORfTIA.&URL=mailto%3arick%40criticalagendas.com.au
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Arts:  
The learning focus for this term is a combination of performance, art 
and movement. Through numerous rehearsals for the school pro-
duction the students will be provided with learning opportunities that 
will allow them to explore and practise:  

 dance and movement to suggested music and characterisation. 

 stagecraft, acting and communication through drama 

 elements of pitch and rhythm through singing 

Rehearsals for the Bell PS School Production, The Grass Is Always Greener, are well underway. It is 
week 3 which means that we only have 5 weeks left (4 by the time you read this). The students have been 
working really hard on their dancing with Tom, singing with Andrew and various production art projects 
with Ruth. Now it’s just a matter of fusing it all together which is the fun, but also the hard part. It’s im-
portant that the performers continue to practice over and over again to internalised all the words, choreog-
raphy and acting into one seamless performance.  

It is great to see that many families have already organised their costumes and that they have brought 
them into school. We wish to do a costume check at the end of this week. If you are having trouble finding 
parts of the requested costume, can you please let your class teacher or Ruth Vonarx know. 

Ruth Vonarx and Andrew Williamson 

 

Physical Education:  

In Physical Education classes this term, all grades will be learning and rehearsing their dances for the school produc-

tion. Students have been working very hard over the first few weeks of term and all of the dances are starting to take 

shape. 

Grade 1/2 and 3/4 students have started their swimming program. It is fantastic to see so many students involved. 

SEDA, in association with Melbourne Victory, will be running soccer clinics for the Grade 3/4 & 5/6 students on Fri-

days. This will run for the first 4 weeks. 

This term there will also be a few district events. Basketball will be held on the 13
th
 August at the Coburg Basketball 

Stadium, for the grade 5/6. Training will run at lunch times throughout the week for both the boys and girls teams. 

The inter school athletics is on the 13
th
 September. This will be 

held at the Collingwood Athletics Track.  

 

Looking ahead to term 4: 

A quick look at what is coming up next term: 

Summer sports (Grade 5/6) 

Camps (Grade 2/3, 4/5 and 6) 

Triathlon (Grade 4/5 & 6) 

Tom Witherden 
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Hello Everyone,  
 
The Sports Active Program started last week with the sports being Football (Mon), Netball (Tues) and Newcombe (Fri) 
these sports were picked by the children for this term.  Bookings are essential as our places are filling up fast.  The 
children are all enjoying the footy tipping with last week’s winner being Phoebe K.  A lot of children have been showing 
interest in reading and jigsaw puzzles, if anyone has any books or puzzles they would like to donate these will be 
greatly appreciated. 
 

 
 

PS: If you have any feedback or queries, please don’t hesitate to contact us via phone or email.  If you have any complaints that cannot be resolved 

by the coordinator, you can contact OSHClub head office via email admin@oshclub.com.au or by phone on 8564 9000. Remember you must book 

your children in to before or after care via the OSH Club website http://www.oshclub.com.au   

PS: No hat No outdoor play  

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
  

Before Care 
Activities 

#Dinosaur origami 
#Table tennis 

#Mr Fox origami 
#Button biscuits 
  

#Origami windmill 
#ABC Basketball 

  
#Origami kite 
#Cornflake muffins 
  
  

#Origami picture 
frame 
#Balloon Soccer 

  
After Care 
Activities 

#Origami Pyramid 
#Football 

#Origami Sham-
rock 
#Cheese an vege-
mite scrolls 

#Origami 
#Netball 

#Origami butterfly 
#Pizzas 

#Origami box tea 
set 
#Newcombe 

  
OSHC program phone: 0413123119                              OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000 
Coordinator: Barbz Finnigan 
Assistants: Anna, Craig, Maria, Cheryl 
All families must be enrolled to attend the program, remember this is free!! Please create an account 
online at www.oshclub.com.au all bookings and cancellations can also be managed via your online ac-
count. For on the day bookings please contact the Coordinator direct at the program. 

 

(Continued) 

 

Library: 
Prep:  

This term the focus will be on books short listed by the Children’s Book Council of Australia for Younger Readers 

and selected books from the Crichton Award for new illustrators. Characters will continue to be explored and they 

will be compared between books. The setting will be examined by how it is described in words and images and set-

tings of the various books compared. Aspects such as make-believe versus realistic settings and how settings can 

create feelings such as happiness or sadness will be investigated. 

Year 1/2s 

This term the focus will be on books short listed by the Children’s Book Council of Australia for Picture Book of the 

Year and selected books from the Crichton Award for new illustrators. The focus will be on settings and how they 

establish mood, atmosphere and the environment for the plot. The setting will be examined by how it is described in 

words and images and the settings of the various books compared. The plot will be investigated by recognising the 

main events in a story, exploring the beginning, middle and end of stories and identifying how characters’ actions 

impact on events in the plot.  

5/6s 

The term will start with using atlases to gain information about the world.  The term will begin with a study of Austral-

ia and using grid references to locate specific locations in Australia. This will be followed by an investigation of the 

map of the world and the location of various tourist attractions. The unit will conclude with an exploration of Italy and 

its various regions. Maps and information will be gathered on particular characteristics of regions in Italy. 

Karen Elsbury 

mailto:admin@oshclub.com.au
http://www.oshclub.com.au/
http://www.oshclub.com.au
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LUNCH ORDERS! Now Servicing Bell Primary 
on Mondays and Thursdays!  

Order now from www.classroomcuisine.com.au 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

4  

Sunday 

Crew 

5  

Uniform 8.45—9.15am 

Assembly Whole 

School 

Playgroup 9.30—

11.00am 

6. 

 

7  

Sports  and 

graduation 

Photos 

8  

Grade 1/2, 3/4 

Swimming Program 

Uniform 3.15—

3.40pm 

9 9-10 Parent Club 10 

11 12  

Uniform 8.45—9.15am 

Assembly P-2 

Playgroup 9.30—

11.00am 

PMI Open Day 

13 

Basketball 

Tournament 

14 

Finance Mtg 

2.45pm 

Prins Office 

15 Grade 1/2, 3/4 

Swimming Program 

Uniform 3.15—

3.40pm 

16 9-10 Parent Club 17  

18  

Sunday 

Crew 

19 

Uniform 8.45 to 9.15am 

Assembly Gr3-4 

Playgroup 9.30 to 

11.00am 

 

Barber of Seville 

Opera Performance 

20  21 22 

Grade 1/2, 3/4 

Swimming Program 

Uniform 3.15— 

3.40pm 

23 9-10 Parent Club 24  

25 26 

Uniform 8.45 to 9.15am 

Assembly Whole 

School 

Playgroup 9.30 to 

11.00am 

27 28 

Fathers Day 

Stall  

29 Production Tickets. 

Any unsold tickets for 

sale./ Grade 1/2, 3/4 

Swimming Program /

Grade 1 Platypus 

Conservancy Incur-

sion 

30 9-10 Parent Club 

Fathers Day Stall 

31 

Farmer’s 

Market 

 

August, 2013 

All articles to be sent to Annette D’elia delia.annette.a@edumail.vic.gov.au by 12 noon the Mon prior to distribution. 

Fortnightly Calendar of Events 

B e l l  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  

Welcome to our fortnightly Calendar 

of Events. This calendar will be issued 

on alternate weeks to Bell News.  

Please place in a prominent position 

in your home ie. fridge, noticeboard. 


