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The Fortnight at a Glance: 

Fri 1st Nov: 5/6 Sport —Preston South Vs 

Bell 

Monday 4th Nov: We’re Open! 

Tuesday 5th Nov: Melbourne Cup Day 

Wed 6th Nov: 2014 Prep Transition   

Wed 6th Nov: 6pm. Ed. Sub Committee                                       

Thur 7th Nov: Finance Meeting  

Fri 8th Nov: 5/6 Sport —Bell Vs Thornbury 

  29TH OCTOBER, 2013 

A: 78a Oakover Rd, Preston 3072     P: 9480 5622  

E: bell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au    W: www.bellps.vic.edu.au 

I have returned from a very interesting and exciting overseas trip. A big thank you to the Leadership team and the teaching staff 

who have ensured that the school has run smoothly in my absence. Lots of hard work went in to the successful Grade 4/5 sleepover 

and the grade 6 camp. 

We now move into preparing for the 2014 school year and will be very busy over the next few weeks as we run the transition pro-

gram for the 2014 Preps. The Prep enrolment has reached 100 so we have lots to consider as we assist the families to make the big 

adjustment to life at school. The Welcome Picnic which we hold every year for this year’s Prep families and the incoming families 

will have a possible 175 families. It was not that long ago when I initiated the welcome picnic as the prep teacher and we had 

around 15 families attend.  

Fundraising: Our Fundraising team of very active parents does a wonderful job raising money to support the school and enrich 

the student’s school experience. Locally raised funds have been significant in providing projects such as the play equipment, shade 

cloth, books and reading resources, games and puzzles. The synthetic turf project will be completed in January which is a funded 

mainly by fundraising activities. Early this year we distributed a survey  for parent ideas on where the funds for 2013 can be spent 

and a new survey was distributed last week. School Council develops a priority list from the suggestions from teachers, parents and 

students. Please return your survey form to the office or fill in the survey online through the link on ‘News’ page of the website.  

Cresten Pearce 

Principal 

Cover Stars: Pearl, Angelique and Maddy at Grade 6 Stringybark Lodge Camp. 
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RECRUITING  

JUNIOR BASKETBALL PLAYERS  

 6 to 18 year olds  

 Saturday games  

 Training included  

 Local Coburg venues  

 Beginners welcome  

 

Contact:                                     
newlands.basketball@gmail.com  

www.newlandsbasketballclub.net  

 

Bell’s Days Gone By…. 

In the first two weeks of term four 

alone, our Lost Property Department, 

located at the bottom of the stairs in 

the Main Building, retrieved the fol-

lowing items: 

 1 x Teddy Bear (left leg missing) 

 1 x Small Beanie Bear (right leg 

missing) 

 1 x D&G Sunglasses (no lenses) 

 5 x Size S Bell polo tops 

 1 x Nokia Smart Phone (no credit) 

 2 x Bell Windcheaters (Size S/M) 

 1 x Bell Track Pants (no knees) 

 1 x Smurfs Beach Ball (???) 

 2 x Pencil Cases (empty, with the exception of pencil shav-

ings) 

So, if you’ve lost something, please take a look and maybe it will 

be there. Unclaimed goods will find their way to a worthy home. 

1928: It doesn’t go much further back than this. Dated October 

10th, 1928, this is a letter addressed to ‘The Honourable the Minis-

ter for Education’ and written by the ‘Honourable Secretary, Citi-

zen’s Committee’ requesting that he should personally attend Bell 

State School and ‘perform the ceremony of declaring the school 

open’. There is also a request for funds for shelter sheds and 

‘other comforts for the children’.  

2010: Not long to go now. 2013 Graduates Jack, Alex, Nader 

and Amela eating freshly made Apple Tarts in the staff room. 

This year as Amel and Amela graduate, we say goodbye to 

the Kucevic family who have been with us for many years.  

We’ll have some more graduate photo’s in the coming edi-

tions of Bell News. 
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Hi, I am Yvonne and I am going to tell you about…           

SUPER SPECTACULAR SCIENCE 
DAY! Well, I will tell you what I did in my group. I was in 

group 3 and here is what we did on SUPER SPEC-
TACULAR SCIENCE DAY!  
 We made volcanoes with Bi-carb Soda, Vinegar, Play doh 
and food dye. 

 We blew up a balloon with the same ingredients. (Bi-carb 
soda and vinegar.) 
And last but not least we experimented with water. (Seeing 
how many drops of water could fit on a  five cent coin. etc.) 
We also had a science show with cool experiments. Rainbow 

in a jar, magical balloons and elephant’s toothpaste!  
So that’s the day for me. There were 15 groups and it was 
really fun. I really liked it. Thank you for reading this :) 

Hi my name is Charlotte and I’m writing about 

Super Spectacular science day. On Super 
Spectacular science day we were split up 
into groups and each group did 3 activities/
experiments. I was in group 4 and we 

 Did an activity on buoyancy (whether things 
float or sink) we put objects in tubs and predict-
ed if they would float or sink. 

 Made robo-helicopters that when you 
dropped them they would spin around 

 Made paper planes        
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   PE Co-ordinator 

                   Tom Witherden 

 

 

YOU CAN DO IT: 

   

ACHIEVE          

ORGANISATION! 

Young children, who are organised, plan to do their best in 

attempting new tasks and activities. They listen carefully to what 

their parents and teachers want them to do. Children who are 

organised use their time carefully by getting their work and chores 

done before they play.  

Organisation also means that children take care of their things and 

put things away where they belong after they are finished using 

them. They also try to keep their room (both at home and school) 

tidy and clean. 

EXAMPLES OF ORGANISED BEHAVIOUR IN CHILDREN 

•  Before leaving home, he/she makes sure that everything he/she 

needs is in his/her bag. 

•  Carries his/her own bag. 

•  Wants to do his/her best. 

•  Listens to parents and teachers when being told to do some-

thing. 

•  Puts away toys, books in the right spot after using them. 

•  Gives parents or teachers important notes. 

                    

WAYS TO PRAISE YOUR CHILD FOR ORGANISED BEHAVIOUR: 

•  “You are really good at getting ready on time.” 

•  “I see you are organised. You put all your toys away.” 

•  “Good for you. I see you are trying your best.” 

•  “You are really good at keeping your school bag neat and tidy.” 

•  “I am pleased to see you organised and completing your home-

work.” 

 

TEACH YOUR CHILD THE FOLLOWING ORGANISED THINKING 

o  SETTING GOALS It is good to do my best work. 

o  PLANNING MY TIME It is good not to waste time. It is good to 

be on time for things.  

o  LISTENING CAREFULLY it is good to listen to my parents and 

teachers extra carefully when they are explaining something to 

me. 

o  TAKING CARE OF MY THINGS I need to put things in their proper 

places. I need to  clean up and be neat. 

     Summer Sport Result  

      18th October v Westgarth  

    

 

 

 

 

      25th October v Penders Grove 

 

 Cricket 
  

  
Bell 38 Lost to Westgarth 56 

Bat tennis 
  

Bell 12  Lost to Westgarth 28 

Rounders 
  

Mixed  Bell 4  Lost to Westgarth 6 
Girls  Bell 18 Def  Westgarth 8 
  

Softball Bell 18 Def Westgarth 4 

Cricket 
  

  
Bell 69 Def Penders Grove 17 

Bat tennis 
  

Bell 28 Def Penders Grove 14 

Rounders 
  

Mixed  Bell 5 DREW Penders Grove 5 
Girls  Bell 13 Def Penders Grove  12 
  

Our next game will be on Friday 

1st November against Preston 

South (Away). 

Triathlon: The district team’s 

triathlon will be held on Friday 

15th November at Northcote 

Aquatic centre for students in 

grade 4/5 and 6. Teams consist of 

3 students, 1 swimming (100m), 1 

run (1 km) and 1 bike (2km). 
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Music @ Bell 
Last week grade 3&4 students used their creativity thinking to compose short soundscapes to the pic-

ture on the right side: Sunset At The Sea. 

After some thinking and discussion around the detail in the picture and what sounds they might hear, 

the students were then asked to form small collaborative groups. Each group was given only 10 

minutes to discuss, negotiate and create their soundscape that created the atmosphere they thought 

the picture portrayed. 

This term the grade 5/6’s are using the Djembe drum. They are focusing on interlocking a beat, a rhythm and a melody together to 

make West African music. They have been doing a call and response. 

By Peppa 

In this term’s music unit the 5/6’s are focusing on the Djembe drum. It comes from West Africa and consists of these materials: Goat 

skin, rope/string and wood. 5/6 have been focusing on beats and interlocking them together. Using a wood or tone block about 12 peo-

ple use it as a background tone to add to the drumming. The 5/6’s have been doing a “call and response”. We’ve been using these fol-

lowing calls: Abanyadi, abanyama. Nungadef, Mangifi. They are simple conversations which are: How are you? I’m good thanks. 

By Karina 

For sound and vision, visit the BNX page on the Bell Website: www.bellps.vic.edu.au 

Caption Competition 
Can you think of a clever caption 

or comment to go with this pic-

ture? Write it below with your 

name and class and we’ll print 

some of the best responses. Get 

your answer to Martin on mar-

tin@bellps.vic.edu.au or write 

your answer below and get it to 

him in person or via your class-

room teacher. 

We’ll print the best ones next 

Bell News. 

                                                                                                                                                                                           Caption Competition: 

Your Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………….. Your class:……………………………….. 

 

Your Caption: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
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The dates have been set for the Christmas Stall - Dec 12 & 13th! 
If you haven’t started crafting already, then it’s time to get cracking!   

This is our first official call out for donations of craft items.  Not only do we need Christmas craft items, 
but anything that you think would be a great present for Mum, Dad, siblings, Grandparents and others.   

There are some great ideas on Pinterest (www.pinterest.com) if you are looking for inspiration and we 
are having regular craft sessions at school on Friday mornings from 9am in the Multi-purpose room. 

If you have any questions or suggestions, please contact either: 

 Kellie – kellie2608@hotmail.com  or  Amanda – amanda_dunstone@yahoo.com.au  

Hello Everyone, 
 
Children have been looking forward to this week as we will be doing lots of Halloween 
activities with dress up, trick or treat night on Thursday.  Children can bring dress ups 

and change into them after school.  Children will have a chance to make masks at the start of the session if they don ’t have a 
costume.   
The Active Sports Program started last week with children choosing the sports for the term, the sports that will be running 
are:   Monday – Basketball,  Wednesday – Newcomb/Volleyball,  Friday – Netball.  Places are filling up fast so be sure to 
book in online.  As the warmer weather is approaching all children need to be wearing a hat outside, no hat no play.   
 
 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
  

Before Care 
Activities 

#Foam cup witches 
#Balloon soccer 

#Draw the details 
##Table tennis 
  

#Tic Tac Toe 
#ABC Basketball 

  
#Halloween teeth 
#Ten pin bowling 
  
  

#Halloween colouring 
#Captain and crew 

  
After Care 
Activities 

  
#Foam Cup witches 
#AASC 
  
  

#Spooky spider 
hangings 
#5 seconds rule 

#Scary pop-up card 
#AASC 

#Halloween Ac-
tivities 
#Halloween Par-
ty 

#Paper Lanterns 
#AASC 

  
OSHC program phone: 0413123119                              OSHClub Head Office: 03 85649000 
Coordinator: Barbz Finnigan 
Assistants: Anna, Craig, Maria, Cheryl, Amanda, Dave.  
All Bookings must be made online. 
 

http://www.pinterest.com
mailto:kellie2608@hotmail.com
mailto:amanda_dunstone@yahoo.com.au
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Ensemble Club: It's Going Orff In Ensemble Club! 

Ensemble Club has started this term providing a great opportunity 

for a select group of 25 grade 4&5 students to perform as one large 

group. The ensemble is mostly made up of tuned and untuned per-

cussion instruments with the addition of some guitars. The tuned 

instruments consist of a range of glockenspiels, xylophones and 

metalophones. These are sometimes referred to as Orff instruments 

after German composer and music educator Carl Orff (Best known 

for Carmina Burana.) The advantage of playing with these instru-

ments is that it doesn’t take long for the child to become proficient, 

allowing them to experience musical success. The pieces the ensem-

ble will be performing, are based on simple ostinati (short rhythmic 

or melodic phrases) that lock together to form a complete composi-

tion. Even though the students may find each part easy to play, the 

skill is to be able to play as an ensemble. This requires the student to 

draw on their performance, listening and communications skills. 

Each Wednesday at Lunchtime in the Grade 3/4 room. 

CLUBS 

AT BELL 

 

 

 

Bell Playgroup! 
 

Are you free on Monday mornings? Do you have children not yet at school? 

 

Bell Playgroup could be for you! 

 
We meet every Monday morning from 9.30 – 11.00 in the Multipurpose Room of Bell Primary. 

 
You don’t need to be a Bell parent – all are welcome. 

 
A $2 weekly donation (+ a piece of fruit for shared fruit salad for the kids) gives you access to coffee, tea, cookies, fun 

for the kids and chats with other mums and dads! 

 
For more information, contact Kimberley on 0400 135 038 or Emma on 0438 295 727.                                    

 

 
 

We hope to see you there! 
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On Friday October 25th Grade 

3/4 students had the oppor-

tunity to showcase their 

writing by participating in a 

mini Writer’s Festival.  It was 

wonderful to see all the stu-

dents reading each other’s 

books and showing them to 

mum and dad, grandparents 

and friends.  It was a long haul 

completing the task with stu-

dents working through the 

writing process in Term 3 and 

finally publishing in the first 3 

weeks of Term 4.  Students 

were encouraged to think 

about their audience and an 

age appropriate level that 

would be interested in read-

ing their books.  

 It is events such as this 

that you really see what 

a family community Bell 

is.  Thank you to every-

one who came along and 

supported the kids.  It 

was a valuable learning 

opportunity for them 

and from the looks on 

their faces you could see 

how proud they were of 

their achieve-

ments.  Well done 3/4 

students. 

 The 3/4 Team 

Joy/Cheyne/Keara/Matt 

...it is written… 

Grade 3/4 Writers 

Festival 

Education 

Sub  

Committee 
Our next meeting will be held on 

6 November at 6pm in the Staf-

froom. 

Please come along and join us. 
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Hospitality Courses Starting Soon 

Barista Basics -  Mon & Wed - 18th, 20th,  25th & 27th Nov. (9.15 to 3.15pm) 

Food Handling - Monday 11th November  (9.30 to 3.15pm) 

RSA (Responsible Service of Alcohol) - Tuesday 12th November (12.30 to 4.30 pm) 

For more details ring PRACE on 9462 6077 or visit our website: www.prace.vic.edu.au  

“Lettuce 

Play” 
Grade 1/2 ‘s have been busy growing lots of different 

seeds and plants in class. In 1/2T we’ve had a go at 

sprouting chick peas, black eye beads and broad 

beans. It’s been great watching the beans split, grow a 

sprout and then roots. We’ve even grown our own 

lettuce and rocket. We set up a few different experi-

ments using carrot tops. We thought up a variety of 

variables…such as growing carrot tops in lemonade, 

water, in the dark, in sand and in soil. The results have 

been quite surprising. Come along and have a look or 

ask one of the students in our class to share the re-

sults. You may be surprised at which of the carrot tops 

grew the most.  

LOST TEDDY! 

This is my horse teddy, Sara. I lost her at school on 

Friday the 25th of October after school. If anyone 

sees her or knows where she is, please call my Mum 

or Dad. Here is our phone number.  94437623. My 

brother Mitchell is in Rylee’s class. 

Thank you, from Joanna Money.  

Volunteer 

Needed!  
The office urgently needs the help of a volunteer 

for a few hours each Tuesday afternoon for the re-

mainder of the year to help prepare, collate and 

distribute our Newsletters to the classrooms. 

 

If you’re able to assist, please see Annette in the 

office. 

http://www.prace.vic.edu.au
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G.A.T.E.WAYS (Gifted and Talented Education, Extension and Enrichment) was established 

in 1994 by Win Smith and Jill Lawrence, both of whom have backgrounds in teaching and 

parenting gifted children. 

It is their aim to provide opportunities for children of 'like-minds' to participate in pro-

grams that will challenge them intellectually and help develop their individual talents. 

Initially G.A.T.E.WAYS ran several 'Festival of Workshops' series during holiday time. 

These programs were so successful that Brainwaves Clubs were established at two ven-

ues. Subsequently many schools approached G.A.T.E.WAYS to host school-time programs. 

Since that time, short term and extended programs in all areas of the curriculum have 

been offered in schools throughout Melbourne and 'On Location'. In addition, programs 

have operated in Western Australia, Tasmania and the ACT. To date most of the programs 

have been devised for primary children, although G.A.T.E.WAYS is keen to respond to 

expressions of interest from secondary schools and schools in regional centres. Children 

from all education sectors - State, Catholic, Jewish and Independent - attend 

G.A.T.E.WAYS. 

G.A.T.E.WAYS is an independent, non-funded organisation. 

Our teacher (Wadih) told us how to use, 

hold and look after a microscope, and also 

telling us how they worked – drumming it 

into use before we actually did anything 

with them. The rest of day one was spent 

experimenting with pond 

life such as daphnia, learn-

ing about the small world 

and getting our homework. 

We had to colour in a mi-

croscope as best we could, 

glue in some interesting 

pictures and write a story 

(following some rules). The 

best two looking micro-

scopes got a prize! The 

rules were:  

It must include the dino-

saur sticker we had named 

It must include the daphnia we saw 

The must include a fossil discovery 

It must happen at Mt Macedon  

My story was called ‘The Frog Dinosaur 

Bone’, and I won a prize. On day two we did 

some chromatography – we were sepa-

rating the dyes from one texta colour. I did 

a brown dot, which had the colours orange, 

purple, light pink, dark pink, red, blue and 

yellow. We did some comparing of animals 

teeth, looking at different examples. We 

talked about the T-Rex, the hadrosaur, 

different species of shark, lions, homo sapi-

ens, and cows. Lastly we made some model 

fossil using toy dinosaurs, shells, plasticine 

and plaster of paris. 

By Aphra (5/6W)  

On Monday and Tuesday last week (the 

21st and 22nd of October), I 

went to a program (which I 

really enjoyed) named Mini, 

Micro, Macro, Mega; run by 

G.A.T.E.WAYS. The program 

was on science. On the first 

day we looked at things under 

microscopes and talked about 

microscopes, and all the things 

that make up the microscope 

that we were using. Some of 

the things we looked at were 

worm guys, a ruler, and Daph-

nia (which is a small crusta-

cean). On the second day we 

looked at more things under microscopes, 

made fossils, climbing ink, and we wrote 

stories about dinosaurs.  

By Charlotte (5/6L) 

Maths Board Games: In grade 1/2T and 1/2G some students have been busy designing their own 

maths question board games. This involves going back through our Maths books and writing 15 maths questions that will test   future 

players. Here’s an example of a question…see if you can work it out. GOOD LUCK! 

 Which number am I? 

My hundreds digit is odd. 

It can be divided by 3. 

The ten is 6 less than the hundred. 

The unit is one more than 6. 
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BOTANICAL DRAWINGS 

 

Grade 1/2’s 

What a busy start to Term 4! We’ve 

had Science day, Italian rotations 

and started our unit on Plants. Such 

wonderful learning happening in the 

1/2s! 

One activity over the last few weeks 

even saw some of the 1/2s doing 

some scientific drawings! After look-

ing at some botanical drawings of 

native Australian plants were in-

spired to try ourselves. We went out 

into the lovely Bell garden and 

closely observed plants in the front 

area of the school. We saw different 

shapes, colours, stems, leaves, flow-

ers, grass, petals and textures. We 

even found teeny tiny blue flowers 

in the grass! Then we carefully drew 

what we saw. Here are some of our 

beautiful creations. 

KIDS CLOTHES SWAP  AT COBURG FARMERS MARKET 

Bring any unwanted kids clothes to the Coburg Farmer's Market and you will be 

able to swap them for ones that fit. 

Where: Coburg North Primary School, 180 O’Hea Street, Coburg. 

When: 2nd and 4th Saturday of each month from 8am to 1pm. 

Cost: A gold coin donation to support school pro-

grams is greatly appreciated. 
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Anton, 5/6L 

Monday: We all arrived at Stringybark 

Lodge, unpacked our bags and got into our cabin 

and activity groups 

We all had lunch and then started 

our first rotation. 

There were 5 groups: Sam’s, Tom’s, 

Karen’s, Lisa’s and Ruth’s. 

There were lots of activities to do 

like:  Flying Fox, Low ropes course, 

Bouldering/climbing wall, Damper, 

Bush Hut Building, Initiatives Trail.  

And we did a night walk 

Tuesday: 

We did the same as Monday but we 

did the second,  

third and fourth activities. And we had a great time watching “Monsters University”  

Wednesday: We were going to do the fourth activity but it was rainy so we had to stay inside 

the main room and the games room. And it was the best camp ever! 

 

 

Peter, 5/6L 

This years camp was fantastic and 

infinitely better than last years 

bike camp. Though this years 

camp seemed small, the activities 

kept on coming, each one better 

than the last one. The food was 

delicious and great (way better 

than last years). In my opinion 

the flying fox was definitely the 

best activity at his years camp. 

The initiative trail was pretty 

good as well. The cabins were 

smaller than last years but were 

still pretty good. The only down-

sides of the camp was that it 

rained for all three days and it 

was cold. Oh and the bus was 

really stuffy which made me feel 

sick. Oh and last thing, the last 

meal which we had was the hot 

dogs which made a lot and by a 

lot I mean a lot of people feel 

sick! 

Angelique, 5/6L 

On Monday, we arrived at Stringybark Lodge (that’s where the 

camp was). We made damper and had fun in the games room. In 

the games room there was a pool table, air hockey, table tennis, 

and lots more. 

On Tuesday we went on the bouldering wall, it was really fun. 

There was an outside bouldering wall and an inside one. We end-

ed up going to the inside bouldering wall because it started rain-

ing. After it stopped raining we went on the trampoline which was really fun. But we couldn’t 

do any flips, which really sucked! 

On Wednesday, we started packing up to leave to go home. I was so tired I just wanted to 

sleep. Sam did room inspections and was really mean about it! Other than that, camp was fun! 
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All articles to be sent to Annette D’elia: delia.annette.a@edumail.vic.gov.au by 12 noon the Mon prior to distribution. 

Permission Slips &  

Payment Reminders! 

 

Triathlon   no payment  Form return 8/11/13  

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

27 

 

28 

Assembly: 3-6 

Uniform Shop: 8.45am to 

9.15 

9.30 - 11.00 Playgroup  

29 30 31 

Uniform Shop: 3.15 

to 3.40 

1 

9-11am: 5/6 Sport 

—Preston South Vs 

Bell 

9 to10am Parent’s 

Craft Club 

2 

3 4 

 

Assembly: Whole School 

Uniform Shop: Closed! 

9.30 - 11.00 Playgroup  

5 

Cup Day 

 

6  

Prep Transition  

2 sessions run-

ning.  

6.00pm:     

Education Sub 

Committee 

7 

Uniform Shop: 3.15 

to 3.40 

8 

9-11am: 5/6 Sport 

—Bell Vs Thornbury 

9 

10 

Sunday Crew 

11 

Assembly: P-2 

Uniform Shop: 8.45am to 

9.15 

9.30 - 11.00 Playgroup  

12 

7 to 9pm: School 

Council Meeting 

13 

9.30—12.30: 

Prep            

Transitions 

14 

Uniform Shop: 

8.45am to 9.15 

15 

9 to10am Parent’s 

Craft Club 

16 

17 18 

Assembly: 3-6 

Uniform Shop: 8.45am to 

9.15 

9.30 - 11.00 Playgroup  

19 

Grade 2/3 Day 

Camp 

20 

9.30—12.30: 

Prep            

Transitions 

21 

Uniform Shop: 

8.45am to 9.15 

22 9 to10am 

Parent’s Craft Club 

6 to 7.30               

Prep Picnic 

23 

October—November  


